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FOREWORD BY JAN ELIASSON

Fifty years ago the second Secretary-General of the United Nations, Dag
Hammarskjold, and 15 of his collaborators died in a plane crash in the
night from 17 to 18 September 1961 when approaching Ndola Airport in
then Northern Rhodesia. Hammarskjold was on his way to negotiations
with Moise Tshombe, the secessionist leader of the Katanga Province, in
the former Belgian Congo.

This volume acknowledges the lasting legacy of Hammarskjold and
places the values he personified in a broader context. It focuses on the
leadership and vision of internationalism that he represented. It empha-
sises the unique role he played during the 1950s, characterised by the
Cold War policies and the decolonisation of many nations, in particular
on the African continent. Through a combination of different aspects and
the multi-faceted approaches personified by Hammarskjold, this volume
revisits the legacy of an outstanding global leader and the relevance of his
ideas for the United Nations and the practices of global cooperation.

In hislast Annual Report to the General Assembly, Dag Hammarskjold
argued that lasting peace would only be achieved on the basis of four fun-
damental principles, namely:

(1) equal political rights, both sovereign and individual;

(2) equal economic opportunities, through higher standards and also
conditions conducive to economic and social advancement;

(3) afirm framework of the rule of law, which should underpin all activ-
ities of the international community; and

(4) the prohibition of the use of force except ‘in the common interest’.

This volume raises intriguing questions regarding to what extent
contemporary approaches are consistent with Dag Hammarskjold’s
vision of the United Nations. The book examines whether and how Dag
Hammarskjold’s legacy can still be used as a framework for reviewing

Jan Eliasson is Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations.

xii
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FOREWORD BY JAN ELIASSON xiii

recent initiatives of the international community. Such a lens is justified
due to his achievements as Secretary-General as well as his ethical and
philosophical approach to international service.

Hammarskjold died a day after my twenty-first birthday, while I was
serving as a cadet of the Swedish Navy during an exercise in the north
of the Baltic Sea. It gave this day of entering maturity a special mean-
ing. Since then, I have been a dedicated student of Hammarskjold’s per-
sonal and professional life. I had the privilege to deliver the annual Dag
Hammarskjold Lecture in the main hall of Uppsala University on the very
day fifty years after his untimely death. Another coincidence occurred,
when, during a roundtable discussion on 2 March 2012, on the occasion of
the fiftieth anniversary of the Dag Hammarskjold Foundation, Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon’s appointment of me as Deputy Secretary-General
was announced in New York. Dag remains a role model around the world.
I hope this volume, with voices from multiple disciplines and with fresh
insights on the ethics, achievements and visions of Hammarskjold, will
contribute to a better understanding of his legacy as global leader.
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