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In the aftermath of the French Revolution, advocates of protection
against foreign competition prevailed in a fierce controversy over
international trade. This ground-breaking study is the first to exam-
ine this ‘protectionist turn’ in full. Faced with a reaffirmation of mer-
cantile jealousy under the Bourbon Restoration, Benjamin Constant,
Jean-Baptiste Say and regional publicists advocated the adoption of
the liberty of commerce in order to consolidate the new liberal order.
But after the Revolution of 1830 a new generation of liberal thinkers
endeavoured to reconcile the jealousy of trade with the discourse of
commercial society and political liberty. New justifications for pro-
tection oscillated between an industrialist reinvention of jealousy
and an aspiration to self-sufficiency as a means of attenuating the rise
of urban pauperism. A strident denunciation of British power and
social imbalances served to defuse the internal tensions of the protec-
tionist discourse and facilitated its dissemination across the French
political spectrum.

pAvID TODD is a Lecturer in World History in the History
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The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and of
related new disciplines. The procedures, aims and vocabularies that were generated
will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary
frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of the evolution
of such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it is hoped that
a new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts. By
this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the various
sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve.
The series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation.

A list of books in the series will be found at the end of the volume.
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