
Beyond Violence

This book tells a story of Polish and Slovak Holocaust survivors return-
ing to homes that no longer existed in the aftermath of the Second
World War. It focuses on their daily efforts to rebuild their lives in
the radically changed political and social landscape of postwar East-
ern Europe. Such an analysis shifts the perspective from postwar vio-
lence and emigration to postwar reconstruction. Using a comparative
approach, Anna Cichopek-Gajraj discusses survivors’ journeys home,
their struggles to retain citizenship and repossess property, their cop-
ing with antisemitism, and their efforts to return to “normality.” She
emphasizes the everyday communal and personal experiences of sur-
vivors in the context of their relationships with non-Jews. In essence, by
focusing on the daily efforts of Polish and Slovak Jews to rebuild their
lives, the author investigates the limits of belonging in Eastern Europe
after the Holocaust.

anna cichopek -gajraj is an assistant professor of East European
Jewish History at Arizona State University.
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of a photograph of postwar Przemyśl on the cover of this book. In Israel,
I owe special thanks to Witold Medykowski from the Yad Vashem as well
as the archivists in the Central Zionist Archives in Jerusalem and in the
Strochlitz Institute for Holocaust Studies at the University of Haifa.

Financial and institutional support enabled me to travel all over the
US, Europe, and Israel in search of archival material. Special thanks for
generous funding go to the Department of History, the Frankel Center
for Judaic Studies, the Center of Russian and East European Studies
(CREES), the Nicolaus Copernicus Endowment, the Ronald and Eileen
Weiser Foundation, and the Esther and Louis LaMed Fund for Yid-
dish Studies at the University of Michigan. I am particularly grateful to
Marysia Ostafin and Roberta Nerison-Low from the CREES for their
professional competence, personal grace, and generosity. I also want to
thank the Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture in New York, the
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research in New York, and the Center for
Advanced Holocaust Studies at the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington DC for their generous grants. I am grateful to
Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Brandt, Sheldon Hamburger and Eva Jankelowitz,
and Marshall M. Weinberg for their financial support. I am particu-
larly indebted to Ramon Marimon, Karin Tilmans, Susan Garvin, Lotte
Holm, Sarah Simonsen, and Alyson Price at the Max Weber Postdoc-
toral Programme at the European University Institute in Florence, for
creating an excellent environment to begin work on this manuscript. I
wish to express my thanks to the Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences in
Kraków, the Society for the History of Czechoslovak Jews and the Society
of Arts and Sciences in New York, and to the Institute for Humanities
Research at Arizona State University for the opportunity to present and
discuss my work at a larger forum. I am also extremely grateful to my new
home institution, the School of Historical, Philosophical, and Religious
Studies; the Center for Jewish Studies; and the Melikian Center for Rus-
sian, Eurasian, and East European Studies at Arizona State University
in Tempe for their support.

My acknowledgments would not be complete without mentioning
the editorial team of Cambridge University Press. Special thanks must
go to Michael Watson who first showed interest in my work and was

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03666-6 - Beyond Violence: Jewish Survivors in Poland and Slovakia, 1944–48
Anna Cichopek-Gajraj
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107036666
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgments xi

extraordinarily patient as he waited for the completed manuscript. I am
particularly indebted to Mary Morton (copy-editor) and Gaia Poggio-
galli (production editor) for their exceptional dedication and hard work.
Also many thanks to assistant editors Chloe Dawson and Kaiya Shang
for their help in making this publication possible.

Finally, I would like to mention people who might not have commented
on the text, guided my archival research, or supported it financially, but
nevertheless made a tremendous difference. I wish to express heartfelt
thanks to Zehava Bar-Yosef, Susan Kaplow, Lois Uttley, Eva Derman,
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