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Orientalism and Musical Mission presents a new way of understanding
music’s connections with imperialism by drawing on new archive
sources and interviews and using the lens of ‘mission’. Rachel Beckles
Willson demonstrates how institutions such as churches, schools,
radio stations and governments, sent from Europe and North America
since the mid nineteenth century, have consistently claimed that
music provides a way of understanding and reforming Arab civilians
in Palestine. Beckles Willson discusses the phenomenon not only in
religious and developmental aid circles, where it has had strong
currency, but also in broader political contexts. Plotting a historical
trajectory from the late Ottoman and British Mandate eras to the
present time, the book sheds new light on relations between Europe,
the USA and the Palestinians, and creates space for a neglected
Palestinian music history.

RACHEL BECKLES WILLSON is Professor of Music at Royal Hollo-
way, University of London. She has published numerous articles and
two monographs on music politics, giving special attention to the
former Eastern bloc and Israel/Palestine. Her most recent book was
Ligeti, Kurtdg, and Hungarian Music during the Cold War (2007).
Beckles Willson originally trained as a pianist at the Royal Academy
of Music in London and the Liszt Academy of Music in Budapest,
before reading for a PhD at King’s College, London. She has taught
a wide range of courses, including Music and Orientalism; Commun-
ism and Music; and Intercultural Performance. Between 2008 and
2010 she was based at the Humboldt University in Berlin, supported
by a Fellowship for Experienced Researchers from the Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation. Alongside her scholarly pursuits, Beckles
Willson is an active musician, performing as a pianist, saxophonist
and ‘ad player.
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This book is for the wonderful friends who were there,
2007-10.
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You standing at the doorsteps, enter
and drink Arabic coffee with us

(you might sense you’re human like us)
you standing at the doorsteps of houses
get out of our mornings,

we need reassurance that we

are human like you!

MAHMOUD DARWISH
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A note on terminology and transliteration

In Part I, which addresses the period between 1840 and 1948, I refer to the
majority population of Palestine as ‘Arabs’. In Part II, which begins in
1987, I refer to the same group as ‘Palestinians’.

My transliterations of Arabic words conform to the practice of the
International Journal of Middle East Studies. I have reproduced several
names in the form in which they are most commonly seen in English,
however, and on occasion this is a variation on standard transliteration
that reflects local pronunciation.
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FBS Friends Boys School
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ISA Israel State Archive
JEM Jerusalem and the East Mission
JPOS Journal of the Palestine Oriental Society
NLI National Library of Israel
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PACBI Palestinian Campaign for the Academic & Cultural Boycott of Israel
PBS Palestine Broadcasting Service
PEF Palestine Exploration Fund
SIDA Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency
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