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social difference and constitutionalism in pan-asia

In many countries, social differences, such as religion or race and ethnicity,

threaten the stability of the social and legal order. This book addresses the role

of constitutions and constitutionalism in dealing with the challenge of difference.

The book brings together lawyers, political scientists, historians, religious studies

scholars, and area studies experts to consider how constitutions address issues

of difference across “Pan-Asia,” a wide swath of the world that runs from the

Middle East, through Asia, and into Oceania. The book’s multidisciplinary and

comparative approach makes it unique. The book is organized into five parts,

each devoted to constitutional approaches to a particular type of difference –

religion, ethnicity/race, urban/rural divisions, language, and gender and sexual

orientation – in two or more countries in Pan-Asia. The introduction offers a

framework for thinking comprehensively about the many ways constitutionalism

interacts with difference.

Susan H. Williams is the Walter W. Foskett Professor of Law and the Director

of the Center for Constitutional Democracy at the Indiana University Maurer

School of Law. She is the author of Truth, Autonomy, and Speech: Feminist

Theory and the First Amendment (2004), which won the Outstanding Academic

Title Award from Choice magazine, as well as many articles and book chapters.

She is the editor of Constituting Equality: Gender Equality and Comparative

Constitutional Law (2011). Her scholarship focuses on issues related to gender

equality, constitutional design, and feminist theory.
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comparative constitutional law and policy

Series Editors:

Tom Ginsburg
University of Chicago

Zachary Elkins
University of Texas at Austin

Ran Hirschl
University of Toronto

Comparative constitutional law is an intellectually vibrant field that encom-
passes an increasingly broad array of approaches and methodologies. This
series collects analytically innovative and empirically grounded work from
scholars of comparative constitutionalism across academic disciplines. Books
in the series include theoretically informed studies of single constitutional
jurisdictions, comparative studies of constitutional law and institutions, and
edited collections of original essays that respond to challenging theoretical
and empirical questions in the field.

Volumes in the Series:

Comparative Constitutional Design edited by Tom Ginsburg (2012)

Consequential Courts: Judicial Roles in Global Perspective edited by Diana
Kapiszewski, Gordon Silverstein, and Robert A. Kagan (2013)

Social and Political Foundations of Constitutions edited by Denis Galligan
and Mila Versteeg (2013)

Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes edited by Tom Ginsburg and Alberto
Simpser (2014)
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