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PREFACE

Launched in 1997, the World Trade Institute (WTI) annual World Trade
Forum has established itself as an important hub for leading experts
from academia, governments, international organisations and civil soci-
ety to brainstorm, from a multidisciplinary perspective, on the new and
unsettled challenges in global economic governance and to identify
forward-looking solutions.

In 2010 the WTT launched the ‘International Investment Initiative’ (I?),
a programme aimed at promoting research, advanced training, policy
advice and dialogue in the fast-moving field of international investment
law and policy. The WTT thus decided that it would devote its September
2011 World Trade Forum to the most central challenges arising from the
evolving landscape of international investment flows, rules and jurispru-
dence. The Forum’s main objective was to tap into the pluridisciplinary
expertise of some of the world’s leading trade and investment experts and
take stock of the most salient trends in cross-border investment.

This edited volume presents the results of the Forum’s deliberations. As
befits all such publications, the volume is the last element in a long supply
chain of dedicated individuals who contributed to its timely assembly. Our
first thanks are directed to the volume’s contributors, both lead authors
and discussants, a truly remarkable group of some of the most brilliant
minds in investment law and policy. The quality of their insights made
our task as editors immeasurably easier. We also owe an important debt
of gratitude to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), and in particular the Investment Division, guided by its dir-
ector James Zhan, for its invaluable collaboration in helping to organ-
ise and finance both the Forum itself and the UNCTAD Experts Group
Meeting that the WTT had the honour to host immediately preceding the
Forum. This volume would not have been possible without the funding
assistance of the Swiss National Science Foundation through its sup-
port of the WTI-anchored National Centre for Competence in Research
(NCCR) on Trade Regulation. Special thanks are also owed to the Silva

XV
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Xvi PREFACE

Casa Foundation for its generous funding of the event. The editors are
particularly indebted as well to Professor Thomas Cottier who, in his dual
capacity as WTT Managing Director and Director of the NCCR Trade
Regulation project, lent his full support to the Forum theme.

We also wish to extend special thanks to Margrit Vetter, Gaby Hofer,
Romulo Brillo and Kitlin Pertel for their invaluable assistance in coord-
inating the organisation of the event; to Bertram Boie, Joel Reeves, Jin
Glover and Yaxuan Chen for assisting them in this task, and to all the
staff of the WTTI for making everyone feel welcome in Bern during the
conference. This volume would not have been possible without the dedi-
cated work of Susan Kaplan and Kitlin Pertel in reviewing the manu-
scripts. Finally, our thanks go to Kim Hughes and her excellent team at
Cambridge University Press for their unfailing support and strong com-
mitment to the World Trade Forum series.

Bern, 8 August 2012
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Dominican Republic-Central America Free Trade Agreement
dispute systems design

Dispute Settlement Understanding
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European Union
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Framework Convention on Tobacco Control

foreign direct investment

fair and equitable treatment
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Foreign Investment Review Act (Canada)
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Federal Republic of Germany
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