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Making Citizens in Africa argues that citizenship creation and
expansion is a pivotal part of political contestation in Africa today.
Citizenship is a powerful analytical tool with which to approach polit-
ical life in contemporary Africa because the institutional and structural
reforms of the period since the 1990s have been inextricably linked
with the battle over the “right to have rights.” Professor Lahra Smith’s
work advances the notion of meaningful citizenship, which refers to the
way in which rights are exercised, the effective practice of citizenship.
Using data from Ethiopia and developing a historically informed study
of language policy and ethnicity and gender, this book analyzes the
contestation over citizenship that engages the state, social movements,
and individuals in consequential ways. By combining original data on
language policy with detailed historical study and an analytical focus
on ethnicity, citizenship, and gender, this work brings a fresh approach
not only to Ethiopian political development but also to contemporary
citizenship concerns relevant to other parts of Africa.

Lahra Smith is assistant professor in the School of Foreign Service at
Georgetown University. She has written extensively on ethnic identity,
African elections,and gender and politics in Africa. Her research has been
published in The Journal of Modern African Studies, Democratization,
and policy briefs for organizations such as the United States Institute
of Peace. She has received grants and fellowships from the National
Science Foundation and the Fulbright-Hays program. In 2010 she was
the Fulbright Visiting Research Chair in Ethnicity and Multicultural
Citizenship at Queen’s University (Kingston, Canada).
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The African Studies series, founded in 1968, is a prestigious series of monographs,
general surveys, and textbooks on Africa covering history, political science,
anthropology, economics, and ecological and environmental issues. The series seeks to
publish work by senior scholars as well as the best new research.
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In memory of
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and
Emily Kathleen Arndt
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Glossary

Ateetee: Oromo deity that bestows upon women fertility, happiness,
health, prosperity; ritual performed by women in the name of the deity
(Oromo)

Balabbat: nobleman, chief (Amharic)
Beher: nation (Amharic)
Behereseb: nationality (Amharic)

Chaffee: grassy place where rituals and meetings are held among the
Oromo; regional parliament for Oromiya regional state (Oromo)

Fidel: letter, alphabet, script, character (Ambharic)
Gabbar: tenant farmer, serf, bondsman (Amharic)
Gadaa: age-grading socio-political system of the Oromo (Oromo)

Gult: land granted by a ruler to an individual or religious institution as
an endowment; fief (Amharic)

Hanfala: belt worn by married women among the Arsi Oromo (Oromo)

Hebretesebawinnet: a kind of Ethiopian socialism espoused by the
Derg regime, with principles such as equality, self-reliance, and unity
(Amharic)

Hizb: people, community, public (plural: Hizboch) (Amharic)

Kebre Negast: lit. “glory of the kings,” volume of biblical stories and leg-
ends as Ethiopian national epic

Ketema: town, city (Amharic)

xvil
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xviii Glossary

Malkanda: local governor, owner of land and person to whom a gabbar
owes tribute (Amharic)

Mannennet teyyaqe: “question of identity”: legal term used in House of
Federation rulings (Ambharic)

Meserete timhirt: foundation of education; especially the educational
campaign of the Derg period (Amharic)

Naft’afifa: rifleman, especially a soldier of Emperor Menilek often given
land in conquered territory (Ambharic)

Odaa: Sycamore tree, now used as the symbol for the regional state of
Oromiya (Oromo)

Qebelle: district, precinct (Ambharic)

Qubee: Latinate Oromo writing system or letter of Qubee alphabet
(Oromo)

Rest: inherited land or land-use rights (Amharic)
Restenna: owner of rest land, landowner (Ambharic)
Seera: traditional law (Oromo)

Siiqqee: decorated stick given to Arsi Oromo married women; used by
women during ceremonies such as the Ateetee (Oromo)

Wayyuu: sacredness, sanctity; of person, place, or thing (Oromo)
Wereda: district, administrative subdivision (Amharic)

Yelunfieta: sensitivity to opinions of others, public spiritedness, sense of
propriety (Amharic)

Zega: national, subject, citizen (Amharic)
Zegannet/Zegennet: nationality, citizenship (Amharic)

Zemeccha: campaign, especially the Derg regime’s National Campaign
for Development Through Cooperation (Amharic)

Notes

The meaning of words not listed in this Glossary is given in the text. The
two primary dictionaries used were Kane (1990) and Tilahun (1989).
Usage of others is cited where necessary.
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MAP 1. Regional States of Ethiopia.
Source: Leonardo Arriola
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MAP 2. Oromiya Regional State Zonal Map.
Source: Leonardo Arriola
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MAP 3. Southern Nations, Nationalities, and People’s Regional State (SNNPR)
Zonal Map.
Source: Leonardo Arriola
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