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‘An outstanding contribution to the literature, which deepens our
understanding of the jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights
on political rights. However, the book does much more than that by setting
the legal analysis within a clear theoretical framework, which explores a
range of democratic theories to enable a clear and rigorous interrogation of
the Court’s conceptions of democracy. From being a background ideal
complacently left in the backwaters of legal analysis, democracy is now at the
forefront of the battle over European values, and the Court finds itself at
the fulcrum of debates concerning the very future of European democracy.
This book will be an invaluable reference point for those involved, and to
anyone interested in human rights, democracy, and the role of the Court in
the democratic enterprise.’

Nigel White, Professor of Public International Law,
University of Nottingham

‘Never was a book timelier as 47 Council of Europe States and the Court
that binds them grapple with maintaining open, just and accountable
societies. This meticulously researched book traverses the kaleidoscope of
rights essential to democratic societies. Essential reading in the era of
human rights retreat and democratic push-back.’

Fionnuala Ní Aoláin, Regents Professor, Robina Chair in Law, Public
Policy, and Society, University of Minnesota Law School and

Professor of Law, Queen’s University of Belfast.

‘A deeply researched but lightly written account of how the European Court
of Human Rights engages with democracy, a fundamental question related
to the Court’s very rationale and one that is brilliantly answered here.
Authoritative and very well-organised. Worth developing a course on this
exact issue in order to have such a good core text so readily to hand!’

Conor Gearty, Professor, London School of Economics and
Political Science
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law, democracy and the european court
of human rights

Law, Democracy and the European Court of Human Rights examines the political
rights jurisprudence of the European Court of Human Rights. It discusses how the
Court supports a liberal representative and substantive model of democracy, and
outlines the potential for the Court to interpret the Convention so as to support
more deliberative, participatory and inclusive democratic practices. The book
commences with an overview of different theories of democracy and then dis-
cusses the origins of the Council of Europe and the Convention and presents the
basic principles on the interpretation and application of the Convention. Subse-
quent chapters explore issues around free expression, free assembly and associ-
ation, the scope of the electoral rights, the right to vote, the right to run for election
and issues about electoral systems. Issues discussed include rights relating to
referendums, voting rights for prisoners and non-nationals, trade union rights
and freedom of information.

rory o’connell is Professor of Human Rights and Constitutional Law at the
School of Law & Transitional Justice Institute, Ulster University; from 2014–2020

he was the Director of the Transitional Justice Institute. He is a member of the
Executive of the Committee on the Administration of Justice, a member of the
Global Challenges Research Hub on Gender, Justice and Security and a former
member of the BrexitLawNI ESRC project on the constitutional, legal, human
rights and equality aspects of Brexit for Northern Ireland.
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