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Using a plethora of hitherto unused and underutilized sources from the
Ottoman, British, and Iranian archives,TheOttoman-Iranian Borderlands
traces seven decades of intermittent work by Russian, British, Ottoman,
and Iranian technical and diplomatic teams to turn an ill-defined and highly
porous area into an internationally recognized boundary. By examining the
process of boundary negotiation by the international commissioners and
their interactions with the borderland peoples they encountered, the book
tells the story of how the Muslim world’s oldest borderland was trans-
formed into a bordered land. It details how the borderland peoples, whose
habitat straddled the frontier, responded to those processes as well as to the
ideas and institutions that accompanied their implementation. It shows that
the making of the boundary played a significant role in shaping Ottoman-
Iranian relations and in the identity and citizenship choices of the border-
land peoples.
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Note on Transliteration and Usage

For reasons of simplicity and consistency, except for ayn and hamza, I have
eliminated diacritical marks except when quoting from a published or secon-
dary work or providing the title of a published book. For example, I render
dâr al-Islâm and thughūr as dar al-Islam and thughur. Names and places that
are rendered differently in Ottoman, Persian, and English sources present
special difficulties. The goal has been to make them accessible to English
speakers while following the most common international usage. In these
cases, such as for the word pasha or Dervish, I have used the standard
English spelling or Anglicized form.When this is not possible, I have followed
the New Redhouse Turkish-English Dictionary or Encyclopædia Iranica
sans diacritical marks. For place names, I have tried to use the most modern
version, which a reader could find on contemporarymaps. However, in some
instances, my usage does not follow a convention but rather reflects an
arbitrary selection. The present-day town of Mahabad is a good example.
It is referred to as Sawj Bulaq/Savojboulagh/Savejboulagh/Saujbulagh/
Soujbulakh/Sablax/Savucbulak/Savuçbulak/Savojbulagh, from which list I
adapted the last one. Dates are given in the Common Era calendar, but I
have also included the catalog dates of documents from the Ottoman
archives. Place names on maps follow the map makers’s original spellings.
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abbreviations for the ottoman archives (boa)

A. Sadaret
A.AMD Amedi Kalemi
A.DVN Divan-ı Hümayun Kalemi Kataloğu
A.DVN.MHM Divan-ı Hümayun Muhimme Kalemi
A.DVN.NMH Nâme-i Hümayun Kataloğu
A.DVNS.MHM Sadaret Mektubi Muhimme Kalemi
A.MKT Mektubi Kalemi
A.MKT.MHM Mektubi Muhimme Kalemi
A.MKT.UM Umum Vilâyat
BEO Bâb-ı Âli Evrak Odası
BOA Başbakanlık (Prime Ministry) Archives
CEVDET HR Cevdet Hariciye
HAT or HH Hatt-ı Hümayun
HR.SYS Hariciye Siyasi
I.DH _Irade Dahiliye
IMM _Irade Meclis-i Mahsus
I.MSM _Irade Mesaili Muhimme
I.MVL _Irade Meclis-i Vala
MVL Meclis-i Vâla Evrakı Hülasa Kayıt Defterleri
Y. Yıldız
Y.A.HUS Sadaret Hususi Maruzat Evrakı
Y.PRK Perakende Evrakı
Y.PRK.EŞA Elçilik Şehbenderlik Maruzatı
Y.PRK.KOM Perakende Komisyonlar
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Y.PRK.SRN Serkurenalık Evrakı
Y.PRK.UM Umum Vilayetler Tahriratı

other abbreviations

AHR American Historical Review
BL-IOR British Library, Oriental and India Office Records
IJMES International Journal of Middle East Studies
IMFA Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
IMoFA Iranian Minister of Foreign Affairs
JRGS Journal of Royal Geographical Society of London
KE Kânun-u Evvel
KS Kânun-u Sani
L/P&S India/Political/Secret (BL-IOR)
MES Middle East Studies
OMD Ottoman Ministry of Defense
OMFA Ottoman Ministry of Foreign Affairs
OMoFA Ottoman Minister of Foreign Affairs
OMW Ottoman Ministry of War
PRO FO Public Records Office, Foreign Office, Kew Gardens
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map 1. Ottoman-Iranian Borderland
Made by Boundary Cartography.
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