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Freedom, today perceived simply as a human right, was a continually contested
idea in the early modern period. In Freedom and the Construction of Europe an
international group of scholars explores the richness, diversity and complexity
of thinking about freedom in the shaping of modernity. Volume i examines
debates about religious and constitutional liberties, as well as discussing
tensions between free will and divine omnipotence across a continent of
proliferating religious denominations. Volume ii considers free persons and
free states, examining differing views about freedom of thought and action and
their relations to conceptions of citizenship. Debates about freedom have been
fundamental to the construction of modern Europe, but represent a part of
our intellectual heritage that is rarely examined in depth. These volumes
provide materials for thinking in fresh ways not merely about the concept of
freedom, but about how it has come to be understood in our own time.

Quentin Skinner is Barber Beaumont Professor of the Humanities at Queen
Mary, University of London. His publications include The Foundations of
Modern Political Thought (2 vols., 1978), Reason and Rhetoric in the Philosophy of
Hobbes (1996), Liberty before Liberalism (1998), Visions of Politics (3 vols., 2002)
andHobbes and Republican Liberty (2008).
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the European University Institute from 2003 until 2012 and has just become
director of the Lichtenberg Kolleg, the Göttingen Institute for Advanced
Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences. He is currently completing a
monograph Rembrandt, Grotius and Manasseh: Visuality and Religious Toleration.
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YvesMény,who generously supplied uswith additional funding and showed
such a friendly interest in our work.
The division of editorial labour between us has been as follows. Martin

vanGelderen took responsibility for organising the series of conferences.He
wishes to express his appreciation to Sergio Amadei andNikkiKoniordis for
much indispensable practical help. Quentin Skinner edited the conference
papers and negotiated with Cambridge University Press. After the reports
of the Press’s referees were received, Quentin Skinner re-edited the revised
chapters to produce the final version of our text. He wishes to acknowledge
the extensive help he received from Tommaso Giordani, who ensured that
the chapters were submitted in uniform style, and who created, edited and
checked the bibliographies.
We should like to pay tribute to the exceptional helpfulness of the Press’s

anonymous referees. One in particular gave us detailed comments on each
individual chapter, and our whole project greatly benefited from the criti-
cisms we received.We also need to express our warm thanks to our contrib-
utors for their forbearance and co-operation in revising – and in some cases
extensively rewriting – their texts in the light of the referees’ reports.
We cannot speak too highly of the advice and assistancewe have received

fromCambridge University Press, and especially fromRichard Fisher as our
editor. He involved himself in our project from its inception, and gave us
muchwise counsel about how to shape and develop ourwork. Shortly before
these volumes went into production he was appointed Managing Director
of the Press. But he nevertheless continued, in spite of endless calls on his
time, to oversee our project with his habitual generosity and effectiveness.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03307-8 - Freedom and the Construction of Europe: Volume II: Free Persons and Free States
Edited by Quentin Skinner and Martin Van Gelderen
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107033078
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgements xi

We should also like to thank LucyRhymer formuch helpful and enthusiastic
guidance in the final stages of production. As these volumes go to press, it is
a pleasure to add our thanks to Sarah Roberts, our production editor, who
saw them through to publication with unfailing patience and efficiency, and
to Frances Brown, our copy-editor, who worked her way through our large
and complex text with tireless dedication and meticulousness.

Quentin Skinner

Martin van Gelderen

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03307-8 - Freedom and the Construction of Europe: Volume II: Free Persons and Free States
Edited by Quentin Skinner and Martin Van Gelderen
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107033078
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Notes on contributors

Catherine Ballériaux is a Ph.D. student in history at the University of
Auckland, New Zealand. Her thesis, ‘Reformation Strategies: Conversion,
Civility, and Utopia in MissionaryWritings about the NewWorld,
c. 1610–1690’, compares French, English and Spanish missions to the
native peoples of America.

Annabel Brett is Reader in History at the University of Cambridge and a Fellow
of Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge. She is the author of Liberty,
Right and Nature: Individual Rights in Later Scholastic Thought (1997) and
Changes of State:Nature and the Limits of the City in Early Modern Natural Law
(2011).

Theodore Christov is Assistant Professor of History at the GeorgeWashington
University inWashington, DC. He previously taught political theory at
Northwestern University. He has published articles on Hobbes and
international thought, on Vattel and the liberal state, and on the history of
the early modern idea of Europe.

John Coffey is Professor of Early Modern History at the University of Leicester.
His books include Persecution and Toleration in Protestant England,
1558–1689 (2000) and Exodus and Liberation: Deliverance Politics from John
Calvin to Martin Luther King (forthcoming 2013). He co-edited The
Cambridge Companion to Puritanism (2008).

Michael Cook is the Class of 1943 University Professor of Near Eastern Studies
at Princeton University. Before going to Princeton in 1986 he taught for
twenty years at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of
London. His books include The Koran: A Very Short Introduction (2000);
Commanding Right and Forbidding Wrong in Islamic Thought (2000); A Brief
History of the Human Race (2003); and Studies in the Origins of Early Islamic
Culture and Tradition (2004).

Rosanna Cox is Lecturer in Early Modern Literature at the University of Kent.
Her publications include articles on ideas of liberty in Milton’s Samson

xii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03307-8 - Freedom and the Construction of Europe: Volume II: Free Persons and Free States
Edited by Quentin Skinner and Martin Van Gelderen
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107033078
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Notes on contributors xiii

Agonistes, on republican diplomacy and on early modern marriage. She is
currently completing a monograph on Milton and citizenship.

Hannah Dawson is Senior Lecturer in the History of Ideas at the University of
Edinburgh. She is the author of Locke, Language and Early Modern Philosophy
(2007), and is currently editing Locke’s Disputations on the Law of Nature for
the Clarendon Edition of theWorks of John Locke.

Serena Ferente is Lecturer at King’s College London. She works on the social
and political history of late-medieval and Renaissance Italy. Her latest
projects focus on the passions in the political languages of late-medieval
Europe, and on the role of gender in debates about sovereignty.

Fonna Forman is Associate Professor of Political Science and Co-Director of the
Center on Global Justice at the University of California, San Diego. She is
the author of Adam Smith and the Circles of Sympathy (2010), and has work
forthcoming on contemporary global justice theory and on ideas of exile
and escape in eighteenth-century cosmopolitan thought. She edits the
Adam Smith Review.

Felicity Green is a Chancellor’s Fellow in History at the University of
Edinburgh. Previously she was the holder of a Junior Research Fellowship
in History at Trinity College, Cambridge. She is the author ofMontaigne
and the Life of Freedom (2012).

Tomasz Gromelski is a Research Fellow at Wolfson College, Oxford. He was
formerly at the Institute for Human Sciences in Vienna and at the
European University Institute. Research interests and publications focus
on political thought and political culture in early modern
Poland-Lithuania, and on the social history of Tudor England.

Polly Ha is Lecturer in Early Modern British History at the University of East
Anglia. She is the author of English Presbyterianism, 1590–1640 (2011) and
co-editor, with Patrick Collinson, of The Reception of Continental
Reformation in Britain (2011). She is currently working on a critical edition
of sources relating to pre-revolutionary Puritanism.

Lena Halldenius is Professor of Human Rights at Lund University. She is a Life
Member of Clare Hall, Cambridge, and former Torgny Segerstedt Pro
Futura Fellow at Uppsala University. Her writings include a monograph
on liberalism and articles on the concept of freedom and the political
thought of Locke, Hobbes andWollstonecraft.

Iain Hampsher-Monk is Professor of Political Theory at the University of
Exeter. He is the author of A History of Modern Political Thought (1992), and
co-editor ofHistory of Concepts: Comparative Perspectives (1998) and The
History of Political Thought in National Context (2001). He jointly edits the
journalHistory of Political Thought.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03307-8 - Freedom and the Construction of Europe: Volume II: Free Persons and Free States
Edited by Quentin Skinner and Martin Van Gelderen
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107033078
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xiv Notes on contributors

Jaska Kainulainen currently holds a post-doctoral research position in the
Department of History at the University of Helsinki. His research focuses
on Paolo Sarpi, on whom he has published articles in Beiträge zur
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