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Preface

Japanese: A Linguistic Introduction is intended to be a college-level reference
book on the Japanese language that can also serve as the principal textbook in
an introductory course in Japanese linguistics. It explains various linguistic
phenomena organized by and in terms of analytical methods developed in the
discipline of linguistics. I have endeavored to maintain breadth of scope and
intellectual depth sufficient and appropriate for a college course, including
discussion of why certain linguistic phenomena are interesting or important
and thus continue to be investigated. The targeted readership includes under-
graduate and graduate students who are interested in the Japanese language
and linguistics, instructors of Japanese, and researchers who wish to survey the
field of Japanese linguistics.

To reinforce the reader’s comprehension, exercises and multimedia
supplementary materials are available on the book’s website: http://hasegawa.
berkeley.edu/Cambridge/introduction.php. Many referenced works are also
available online; their URLs are listed in the reference section of the book,
although they might cease to exist at any time.

I am deeply indebted to many individuals. First and foremost, I wish to record
my gratitude to my students at UC Berkeley, who for more than twenty years
have provided inspiration and served as a sounding board. Without them, this
book would not have materialized. I am also grateful to those who read earlier
versions of the manuscript and offered critical commentary and editorial advice;
they include Setsuko Arita, Dante Aurele, Kazue Hata, Yukio Hirose, Christine
Jiang, Mika Kizu, Russell Lee-Goldman, Brendan Morley, Gabriel Pellikka,
Dennis Ryan, Masaharu Shimada, Mitsuaki Shimojo, Eve Sweetser, Naoaki
Wada, and Ikuko Yuasa. Special thanks go to Junko Habu for her expertise in
Jomon anthropology, Minae Oda and Keiko Unedaya for helping me decipher
the Kagoshima dialect, and Helen Rippier Wheeler for her continuing linguistic
and moral support. Illustrations were created by Neil Cohn, Kosuke Kato, and
Natsuko Shibata Perera. I also thank Helen Barton and Helena Dowson, editors
at the Cambridge University Press, for their commitment to the publication of
this book, and copy-editor Gwynneth Drabble.
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This project was supported in part by grants from the University of
California, Berkeley Academic Senate, the Center for Japanese Studies, and
the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures.

During the final phase of this book’s production, I was deeply grieved by
the death of my long-time mentor, Professor Charles J. Fillmore. Professor
Fillmore began his Japanese Linguistics Seminar at UC Berkeley in 1987 when
I was a graduate student, and continued offering it until the summer of 2012,
when his health had deteriorated.

He acquired his fluency in the Japanese language while stationed in Kyoto
after the Korean War. Following discharge from the military, he studied
Japanese at Kyoto University. He proudly recited excerpts from classical
Japanese literature. I fondly remember many discussions of the topics included
in this book and his keen analyses in his low-keyed, warm voice.

yoko hasegawa

February 2014

xx Preface

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03277-4 - Japanese: A Linguistic Introduction
Yoko Hasegawa
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107032774
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Abbreviations

# unacceptable
? questionable acceptability
* ungrammatical
acc accusative particle
adv adverbial form
att attributive form
caus causative
cnt contrastive use of wa
cnj conjectural form
cond conditional particle
cop copula
dat dative particle
evid evidential expression
gen genitive particle
hon honorific form
hum humilific form
hyp hypothetical form
imp imperative (command) form
int interrogative particle
intj interjection
Lit. literally
neg negative form
neg-scp negative scope marking of wa
nmlz nominalizer
nom nominative particle
NP noun phrase
npst nonpast tense form
pass passive form
past past tense form
plain plain form
pol polite form
pres presumptive form
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quot quotative particle
sfp sentence-final particle
te conjunctive particle
top topic particle
vol volitional form
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