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Labor Party (ALP)
Ambon, withdrawal from, 164-5
American alliance
American motive for, 195
basing rights for US troops, 59-60
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195-6
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numbers of, 25, 61-2, 76-7
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relationship
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Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) School, 183
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Army. See Australian Army; Japanese Army;
militia
austerity measures, 72-3, 96-97
Australia (Australian heavy cruiser). See
HMAS Australia
Australian Army
formation capability assessments, 1942, 159
recall from Middle East, 94-5
role in Singapore Strategy, 14
size in 1939, 14-15
undertraining of, 230-32
unpreparedness for war, 55
Voluntary Defence Corps (VDC), 65
Water Transport arm, 65
See also Militia
Australian government. See Curtin
government
Australian Infantry Force (AIF)
capture and death of, 16-17
recall of, 61-2, 94-5
transfer of soldiers to, 57
Australian Labor Party (ALP)
1943 electoral win, 101
conscription and, 99
history of, 89-91
Australian military
dispatch to Europe and Middle East, 55-6
galvanisation of, 61-6
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recruitment for, 74
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Australian Women’s Army Service, 64
Axis Pact
effect on Australian attitudes, 46
Japanese view of, 44
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Beachheads, battle for. See Buna and Gona
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Buna breakthrough, 229-30
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command reorganisation during, 227
Gona breakthrough, 229
importance of, 24
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Japanese defences in, 218-20
MacArthur’s leadership in, 223-9
Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) in,
171-3
Royal Australian Navy (RAN) in, 227
strategic context for, 223-7
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Burnett, Air Chief Marshal Sir Charles, 174
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Canberra (Australian heavy cruiser). See
HMAS Canberra
Chicago (American cruiser). See USS Chicago
Chifley, Ben, 98
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27-8
Churchill, Winston, 62, 94-5
Citizen Military Force. See Militia
Civil Constructional Corps (CCC), 66,
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civil defence, 71-2
See also home defence
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coastal defence, 64-5
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Coast Watcher Service, 182, 192
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Colac
command organisation
of Japanese Imperial General HQ, 105
of New Guinea Force, 159
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158,174-6
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182-3, 191, 195-6
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conscription, 13, 99-100
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impact on Japanese invasion plans, 21-2,
189
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See also Curtin, John
Curtin, John, 26, 92
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relationship with MacArthur, 96
relationship with press, 98
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Franklin, M., 79
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relationship
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185-6, 195
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government. See Australian government
Great Depression
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Japanese withdrawal from, 212
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home defence, 53-67
American involvement, 59-61
strengthening of, 61-6
unpreparedness for, 54-8
See also Defence policy
home front, 70-85
all-in war effort, 71-5
American presence, 75-9
austerity measures, 72-3, 96-9
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post-war, 27-8
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Immigration Restriction Act. See White
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Imperial General HQ command
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imperialism, Japanese
popular assumption of, 42
rationale and definition of, 42-6
Imperial Japanese Army. See Japanese Army
Imperial Japanese Navy. See Japanese Navy
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Singapore Strategy and, 12-15
Tomioka plan for, 129-30
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centralisation, pre-war, 45
command organisation, 105
imperialism, 42-6
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opposition to Navy on invasion
plans, 19
perception of Pacific War, 107-9
rivalry with Navy, 113
South Pacific difficulties, 118-21
South Pacific troop commitment,
109-18
Japanese-Australian pre-war relationship,
28, 33-50,37
Anglo-Japanese Alliance, 35-8
betrayal of friendship, 46-9
intermarriage, 40-1
Japanese businesses and, 49
Japanese immigration, 36-7
Japanese imperialism and, 42-6
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society, 39-2
Japanese views on Australia, 124-5
later reinterpretation of, 42, 49-50
trade connections, 37
Japanese Combined Fleet, 132-3
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Japanese invasion. See invasion threat
Japanese military strategy, 124-37
Absolute National Defense Zone, 121
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development of, 126-7
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Operation FS, 112, 114
Operation MO, 113, 186-7
Pacific plans, 104
Port Moresby overland attack, 202, 205
pre-war Australia plans, 127-8
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See also Pacific War
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military strategy
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