
German Immigrants, Race, and Citizenship in the
Civil War Era

This study of Civil War–era politics explores how German immigrants influenced
the rise and fall of white commitment to African-American rights. Intertwining
developments in Europe and North America, Alison Clark Efford describes how
the presence of naturalized citizens affected the status of former slaves and identifies
1870 as a crucial turning point. That year, the Franco-Prussian War prompted
German immigrants to reevaluate the liberal nationalism underpinning African-
American suffrage. Throughout the period, the newcomers’ approach to race,
ethnicity, gender, and political economy shaped American citizenship law.

Alison Clark Efford is Assistant Professor of History at Marquette University. Her
2008 doctoral dissertation won the Friends of the German Historical Institute’s
Fritz Stern Prize.
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The German Historical Institute is a center for advanced study and research whose
purpose is to provide a permanent basis for scholarly cooperation among historians
from the Federal Republic of Germany and the United States. The Institute con-
ducts, promotes, and supports research into both American and German political,
social, economic, and cultural history; into transatlantic migration, especially in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries; and into the history of international relations,
with special emphasis on the roles played by the United States and Germany.
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