
Between Court and Confessional

The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors

Between Court and Confessional explores the lives of Spanish inquis-
itors, closely examining the careers and writings of five sixteenth- and
seventeenth-century inquisitors. Kimberly Lynn considers what shaped
particular inquisitors, the kinds of official experience each accumulated,
and to what ends each directed his acquired knowledge and experience.
The case studies examine the complex interplay of careerism and ideo-
logical commitments evident in inquisitorial activities. Whereas many
studies of the Spanish Inquisition tend to depict inquisitors as faceless
and interchangeable, Lynn probes the lives of individual inquisitors to
show how their operations in their social, political, religious, and intel-
lectual worlds set the Inquisition in motion. By focusing on specific
individuals, this study explains how the theory and regulations of the
Inquisition were rooted in local conditions, particular disputes, and
individual experiences.

Kimberly Lynn is an associate professor of early modern Europe in the
Department of Liberal Studies at Western Washington University.
Professor Lynn has been awarded a William J. Fulbright Fellowship for
research in Spain and an Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship in Humanistic
Studies. She also won a Philanthropic Educational Organization Scholar
Award, as well as short-term research fellowships to the Herzog August
Bibliothek in Wolfenbüttel, Germany, and the Folger Shakespeare
Library in Washington, D.C.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Between Court and Confessional

The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors

KIMBERLY LYNN

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


cambridge university press

Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, São Paulo, Delhi, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, ny 10013-2473, usa

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107031166

© Kimberly Lynn 2013

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2013

Printed in the United States of America

A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Lynn, Kimberly.

Between court and confessional : the politics of Spanish Inquisitors / Kimberly Lynn.
pages cm

Includes bibliographical references and index.
isbn 978-1-107-03116-6

1. Inquisition – Spain. I. Title.
bx1735.l96 2013

272
0.20946–dc23 2012048143

isbn 978-1-107-03116-6 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of urls for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to

in this publication and does not guarantee that any content on such
Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


For Jonathan,

senza parole di più

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

List of Figures page viii

Acknowledgments ix

Abbreviations xiii

A Note on Language xv

Introduction: Arbiters of Faith, Administrators of Empire 1

1. Visiting the Flock: The Pastoral Agenda of Cristóbal Fernández
de Valtodano 47

2. Writing the Inquisition: The Trials of Diego de Simancas 88

3. Courting the King, Courting the Pope: Luis de Páramo between
Spain and Italy 140

4. Falling from Grace: The Disenchantments of Juan Adam de la
Parra 191

5. Negotiating the Catholic Monarchy: The Transatlantic
Maneuvering of Juan de Mañozca y Zamora 238

6. Building Careers, Making a Legal Culture: Toward an
Appraisal of Inquisitorial Office 294

Epilogue: The Afterlife of Spanish Inquisitors 333

Bibliography 343

Index 377

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Figures

Map 1. Spanish Inquisition Tribunals in the
Seventeenth Century page xvi

Map 2. Spanish Inquisition Tribunals and Notable Cities
in Italy xvii

Map 3. Inquisition Tribunals in the Viceroyalties of New
Spain and Peru xviii

Figure 1. Engraving of Diego de Simancas, Parrino (1692) 102

Figure 2. Chapel of the Holy Spirit, Cathedral, Córdoba 122

Figure 3. Detail, Chapel of the Holy Spirit 123

Figure 4. Painting of Christ Crucified and the Three
Simancas Brothers 124

Figure 5. Painting of the Baptism of Jesus, Chapel of the Holy Spirit 125

Figure 6. The Cathedral of Mexico and the Cross of Mañozca 291

Figure 7. Portrait of Juan de Mañozca 292

viii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgments

I am profoundly grateful for all of the support, encouragement, and
assistance that brought this book into being. Richard Kagan has been the
best of mentors; his creativity and range as a scholar, his generosity as an
advisor, and his passion for research and for the field have been constant
sources of inspiration. Lu AnnHomza’s example mademewant to become
a historian, and I have benefited far more than I can convey from her
exceptional dedication to the profession, her skill as a critic, and the
warmth of her friendship. David Nirenberg has likewise generously shared
his time with me, and continues to inspire me; I have learned much from
reading and listening to him, and from his care and attention in reading
and in questioning me.

On my first research trip toMadrid, nowmore than a decade ago, I had
the very good fortune to become acquainted with Jim Amelang, whose
extensive expertise, suggestions, and insights have helped me tremen-
dously. Also at the Universidad Autónoma in Madrid, María José del
Río Barredo welcomed me and generously shared her knowledge, as did
Virgilio Pinto Crespo.

This project has also been possible because of the funding and institu-
tional support I received from several sources. In its first form, as a disser-
tation, Johns Hopkins University; a William J. Fulbright Fellowship to
Spain; the Program for Cultural Cooperation between Spain’s Ministry of
Education, Culture and Sports and United States Universities; and a P.E.O.
Scholar Award provided essential support. I am also grateful to the insti-
tutions that afforded me invaluable time and space to rethink that initial
work and conduct further research in the years that followed. I offer my
sincere thanks to the Herzog August Bibliothek inWolfenbüttel, Germany,

ix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


the Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation, the Folger Shakespeare Library,
and for a Mendel Fellowship at the Lilly Library at Indiana University.
Moreover, this project would not have been possible without the assis-
tance and professionalism of the librarians and archivists at each of
the many institutions where I have conducted research; in that regard,
I am particularly grateful to the staff of the Biblioteca Nacional and
of the Archivo Histórico Nacional in Madrid. At Western Washington
University, I have appreciated the interest, patience, and encouragement of
my students and colleagues, the invaluable assistance of the university’s
librarians, and the support provided by the Liberal Studies Department,
the College of Humanities and Social Sciences, and the Office of Research
and Sponsored Programs.

I am also particularly appreciative of the audiences who listened to me
present various pieces of this project over the years, commented, critiqued,
and asked questions. Collegial conversations at the EMERGE early mod-
ernist group at the University of Washington, at Johns Hopkins, as well as
at the NEH Summer Institute in Venice in 2008 (directed by Murray
Baumgarten and Shaul Bassi), were of great value. I also thank those
who considered my work at the annual meetings of the Association of
Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies, the Renaissance Society of
America, and the American Historical Association, as well as the
Sixteenth Century Society and Conference, among other venues.

Whether or not they were aware of its importance, I am very grateful to
all those colleagues who furnished assistance over the years or shared their
work in progress, and whose questions, interest, and criticisms provided
such encouragement. From my graduate work and dissertation defense to
the rounds of research, conferences, and rethinking that followed, these
included, among others: Katherine Aron-Beller, Jodi Bilinkoff, Marco
Cavarzere, Christopher Celenza, John Chuchiak, Sabina de Cavi, Carrie
Euler, Robert Ferry, Orietta Filippini, Mary Fissell, Clive Griffin, Renzo
Honores, Thomas Izbicki, Guy Lazure, John Marshall, Robert Maryks,
Peter Mazur, Clare Monagle, MacarenaMoralejo Ortega, Martin Nesvig,
Katrina Olds, María Portuondo, Allyson Poska, Conchi Redondo
Moreno, Erin Rowe, Ana Schaposchnik, Anne Jacobson Schutte, Violet
Soen, Gretchen Starr-Lebeau, David Tavárez, Molly Warsh, Daniel
Wasserman, and Alison Weber. I would also like to thank Fernando
Marías, in particular, for so kindly providing me with photographs from
Córdoba’s cathedral and allowing me to use them in this book.

At Cambridge University Press, I thank all the members of the editorial
staff and production team who shepherded the manuscript along. I am

x Acknowledgments

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


especially grateful to Emily Spangler for taking an interest in this project
and for her commitment to it, and to Eric Crahan, as well as to Debbie
Gershenowitz for seeing it through to print. I am also indebted to the two
anonymous readers for the press who devoted such time, care, and atten-
tion to reviewing the manuscript.

Finally, my heart is full of gratitude for those who lived the years of this
book with me. Its footnotes remind me of the places where I researched,
wrote, and revised it, and of the many joys I shared with others along the
way. For Amanda Dotseth and Ry Kovar, my fellow travelers, treasured
companions anywhere in the world. For Norma del Barrio Peña, Antonio
del Barrio, and Ana Peña, who gaveme a home in Spain and introducedme
to so much there. For Jonathan Miran, who has been by my side with
advice, reassurance, and love. And most of all, for my grandparents, John
Lynn, Bill Hein, and the late Margaret Rest Hein, and for my parents,
Tom and Sherri Lynn, who have always given me boundless love and
unconditional support; to them I offer immeasurable thanks, and that on
this page their names might always live on beside mine, on a library shelf
somewhere.

Acknowledgments xi

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Abbreviations

ACC Archivo de la Catedral, Córdoba
ACM Archivo del Cabildo Catedral Metropolitano de México,

Mexico City
ACP Archivo de la Catedral, Palencia
ACS Archivo de la Catedral, Santiago de Compostela
ACZ Archivo Catedralicio, Zamora
Add. Additional Manuscripts
ADP Archivo Diocesano, Palencia
ADPZ Archivo de la Diputación Provincial, Zamora
AFZ Archivo y Biblioteca de Francisco Zabálburu, Madrid
AGI Archivo General de Indias, Seville
AGN Archivo General de la Nación, Mexico City
AGS Archivo General, Simancas
AHAM Archivo Histórico del Arzobispado de México, Mexico City
AHDS Archivo Histórico Diocesano, Santiago de Compostela
AHN Archivo Histórico Nacional, Madrid
AHPM Archivo Histórico de Protocolos, Madrid
BCS Biblioteca Capitular, Seville
BL British Library, London
BNE Biblioteca Nacional de España, Madrid
BNF Bibliothèque Nationale de France, Paris
BUS Biblioteca General Universitaria, Salamanca
DHEE Q. Aldea Vaquero and T. Marín Martínez, eds.,Diccionario de

Historia Eclesiástica de España (Madrid, 1972–75)

xiii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


DSI A. Prosperi, ed., with V. Lavenia and J. Tedeschi, Dizionario
storico dell’Inquisizione (Pisa, 2010)

doc. documento
EE V. Guitarte Izquierdo, Episcopologio Español (1500–1699)

(Rome, 1994)
Eg. Egerton
exp. expediente
HAB Herzog August Bibliothek, Wolfenbüttel
HC G. van Gulik and C. Eubel, eds., Hierarchia Catholica Medii et

Recentioris Aevi (Münster, 1913–68)
HIEA J. Pérez Villanueva and B. Escandell Bonet, eds., Historia de la

Inquisición en España y América (Madrid, 1984–2000)
Inq. Inquisición
IVDJ Instituto Valencia Don Juan, Madrid
leg. legajo
lib. libro
OM Órdenes Militares
PR Patronato Real
r. ramo
RAH Real Academia de la Historia, Madrid
RB Real Biblioteca, Madrid

xiv Abbreviations

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-03116-6 - Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors
Kimberly Lynn
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107031166
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


A Note on Language

Unless otherwise specified, all translations are mine. In the notes, I have left
the irregular orthography in the quotations from the original sources. I
have, however, chosen spellings of names and places closer to modern
usage, in the interest of clarity. I have also used the following abbreviations
for university degrees: Lic. for Licentiate (licenciado) and Dr. for Doctor
(doctor).
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