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John Clare (1793-1864) has long been recognized as one of England’s
foremost poets of nature, landscape and rural life. Scholars and
general readers alike regard his tremendous creative output as a
testament to a probing and powerful intellect. Clare was that rare
amalgam — a poet who wrote from a working-class, impoverished
background, who was steeped in folk and ballad culture, and who
yet, against all social expectations and prejudices, read and wrote
himself into a grand literary tradition. All the while he maintained a
determined sense of his own commitments to the poor, to natural
history and to the local. Through the diverse approaches of ten
scholars, this collection shows how Clare’s many angles of critical
vision illuminate current understandings of environmental ethics,
aesthetics, Romantic and Victorian literary history, and the nature
of work.

SIMON KOVESTI is Professor of English Literature at Oxford Brookes
University.
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Joun BURNSIDE teaches at the University of St Andrews. His poetry
collections include Feast Days (1992), winner of the Geoffrey Faber
Memorial Prize; The Asylum Dance (2000), winner of the Whitbread
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schoolteacher, mainly at a village primary school in Kent. Forty years
ago he began to collect books and manuscripts by, and about, John
Clare; eventually this resulted in what was probably the finest Clare
collection in private hands. After taking early retirement, he began to
disperse his collection, and the emphasis shifted from collecting to
research. This resulted in the award of a PhD from the English depart-
ment at Birkbeck College, for a thesis entitled Zooking to Futurity” John
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was the book review editor of the John Clare Society Journal.
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ScoTT MCEATHRON is Associate Professor of English at Southern Illinois
University. He has written extensively on the relationship between
labouring-class poetry and canonical Romanticism, and, more recently,
has published a series of essays on Romantic-era painters and paintings
with links to Lamb, Hazlitt and Keats. He is the editor of English
Labouring-Class Poetry, 1800-1830 (2006) and Thomas Hardy’s Tess of
the d’Urbervilles: A Sourcebook (2005). His current projects include work
on the nineteenth-century labouring-class elegy and on the treatment of
labouring-class poets by the Royal Literary Fund.

Apam RouNce lectures at the University of Nottingham. He has written
extensively on various seventeenth- and eighteenth-century writers,
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including Dryden, Pope, Churchill, Joseph Warton and Johnson. He is
co-editing two volumes of the ongoing Cambridge edition of the writ-
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Sam Warp is an Honorary Visiting Fellow in the Centre for Regional
Literature and Culture at the University of Nottingham and teaches at
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work on the Romantic lyric includes Romanticism, Lyricism, and History
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the lyric poetry of Smith, Clare and Keats. Her work on performance
includes essays on Percy Bysshe Shelley’s 7he Cenci, Samuel Taylor
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features Coleridge, John Thelwall, Thomas Campbell, William Hazlitt
and their women auditors, including Mary Russell Mitford, Catherine
Maria Fanshawe and Lady Charlotte Bury.
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