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tury’s most dramatic and successful example of European imperial expan-
sion, adding 1.5 million square miles and at least 6 million people — most
of them Muslims - to the Tsar’s domains. Alexander Morrison provides
the first comprehensive military and diplomatic history of the conquest to
be published for over a hundred years. From the earliest conflicts on the
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1900s, he gives a detailed account of the logistics and operational history
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well as Russian diplomatic relations with China, Persia and the British
Empire. Based on archival research in Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
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how Russia conquered a colonial empire in Central Asia, with conse-
quences that still resonate today.
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NOTE ON TRANSLATION, TRANSLITERATION
AND DATES

For the transliteration of Russian terms and proper names I have used the
simplified library of Congress system without diacritics, apart from ’ to indi-
cate the soft sign (»), and using ya rather than the misleading ia for s. Terms
and names in Central Asian languages are generally transliterated from his-
toric spellings in the Arabic script, again using a simplified system without
diacritics except for ‘ to indicate ‘ain (¢) and ’ for hamza (+). Where familiar
versions of a name already exist in English I have stuck with the established
spelling (e.g. Samarkand not Samarqand). Where a direct English equivalent
exists, technical terms have been translated, notably oblast’ (province) and
uezd (district). Unless otherwise indicated, all translations from Russian,
French and Persian are my own, while all translations from Chaghatai are by
a friend who prefers to remain anonymous, but whose assistance I gratefully
acknowledge.

Before 14 February 1918 the Russian empire operated according to the
Julian calendar, which was thirteen days behind the Gregorian calendar used
in the rest of Europe, and now worldwide. Almost all dates in this book are Old
Style (O.S.), but when the Russians were dealing directly with the British I have
also given Gregorian dates. All dates in the footnotes are those given in the
original document, which in most cases means they are O.S.

xviii
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‘Adat - customary law, applied in the Russian Empire to the law used by nomads.

Aul - a nomadic encampment or winter settlement.

Agsaqal - ‘white-beard’. An elder, a village headman.

Arba - a high, two-wheeled cart.

Ariq - an irrigation canal.

Batyr — a warrior or hero, cognate of Bahadur (Persian) and Bogatyr (Russian).

Bek/Beg - a title of respect, (sometimes) governor of a province.

Berdanka - affectionate term for the Berdan rifle, introduced in the Russian army after
1870.

Bii — a Kyrgyz or Qazaq judge or figure of authority.

Dadkhwah - a Khoqgandi court rank, literally meaning a ‘petitioner for justice’.

Dasht-i Qipchaq- ‘the field of the Qipchaqs’. Name used for the steppe between the
twelfth and nineteenth centuries.

Desyatina- Russian measurement of area, equivalent to 2% acres or 1.09 hectares.

Diwan - Qazaq term for the administrative divisions created by the Russians in the
steppe in the 1820s, but with the broader meaning of a court or political centre.

Diwan-begi — chief minister (Khiva).

Dungan - Han Chinese Muslims, many of whom migrated to Russian Turkestan in the
1880s.

Fazany - ‘pheasants’ — a contemptuous term for aristocratic officers who secured
a transfer to Central Asia when there was a campaign and a chance of medals or
promotion.

Jigit — Turkic term meaning a mounted warrior, used by the Russians for mounted
messengers, bodyguards etc.

Jungharia — what is now northern Xinjiang in western China.

Khan - a royal title indicating (in principle) both Chingissid descent and widespread
recognition of a right to rule. By the nineteenth century only Qazaq Khans were
genuinely Chingissids.

Khoja or Khwaja - a religious honorific indicating descent from the prophet’s kin, and
(sometimes) membership of a Sufi lineage.

Kibitka - term used by the Russians for nomadic households and yurts.

Kirgiz - The generic term used by the Russians for both Qazaqgs and Kyrgyz in Central
Asia. T have preserved it in quotations from primary sources, while referring to
Qazaqgs and Kyrgyz in the main body of the text.

Inorodtsy - literally ‘those of a different birth’. A term used to describe some of the non-
Russian peoples of the empire. As a legal category it denoted those excluded from
Russian citizenship.

xxiii
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XXiv GLOSSARY

Ishan - a religious leader, whose authority could derive from personal charisma, or
from blood descent from or being taught by a famous saint. Associated with Sufism,
although not all ishans belonged to a Sufi order.

Lazutchik - scout or spy.

Manap - a figure of authority among the Kyrgyz.

Mawara’ al-nahr - ‘the land beyond the river’. The river in question is the Oxus or
Amu-Darya. This was the classic Arabic term for the settled lands of Central Asia,
lying roughly between the Amu-Darya and the Syr-Darya.

Oblast’ - a province, with a population of a million or more. Known as a guberniya in
European Russia.

Okrug — a military district.

Otdel - an administrative division.

Pood - Russian measurement of weight, equivalent to 36 Ibs.

Pristav - in this period the officer in charge of a region whose administration has not yet
been regularised.

Qazi-Kalan - the chief Islamic judge of a city.

Qush-begi — Chief Minister (Bukhara).

Sarbaz - infantry drilled according to modern methods in the armies of Bukhara and
Khoqand.

Sart - a generic term used both by Russians and by nomads for the settled population of
Central Asia.

Sayyid - one claiming descent from the tribe of the Prophet.

Shaika - raiding band.

Sotnya - a company of Cossack cavalry, usually 100-120 men.

Stanitsa — a Cossack settlement.

Sultan - a title which among Qazagqs indicates Chingissid descent, i.e. membership of
the ‘white bone’ aristocracy.

Taranchi - ‘farmer’ — the name by which the modern Uyghurs were known in the
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

Tore/ Tura - a title of respect, indicating membership of the ‘white bone’ Chingissid
aristocracy among Qazags.

Trakt - highway or post-road.

Tuzemtsy — ‘natives’. The general term used by Russians to describe the local population.

Uezd - a district, which in Turkestan could have a population of 250,000 or more.

‘ulama - the collective term for Muslim clergy and theological scholars, plural of alim.

Verst — Russian measurement of distance, equivalent to about two-thirds of a mile.

Volost’ - an administrative division, in Central Asia usually with about 2,000 households.

Zakat - the Islamic tax on goods, 1/40th of their value — widely applied to livestock in
Central Asia.

Zhuz - ‘hundred’, usually translated as ‘horde’. Name for the three political divisions of
the Qazags.
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