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Oil is the world’s single most important commodity, and its political
effects are pervasive. Jeff Colgan extends the idea of the resource curse
into the realm of international relations, exploring how countries form
their foreign policy preferences and intentions. Why are some but not all
oil-exporting “petrostates” aggressive? To answer this question, a theory
of aggressive foreign policy preferences is developed and then tested, using
both quantitative and qualitative methods. Petro-Aggression shows that
oil creates incentives that increase a petrostate’s aggression, but also incen-
tives for the opposite. The net effect depends critically on its domestic
politics, especially the preferences of its leader. Revolutionary leaders are
especially significant. Using case studies including Iraq, Iran, Libya, Saudi
Arabia, and Venezuela, this book offers new insight into why oil politics
has a central role in global peace and conflict.
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focuses on international security and global energy politics. He has pub-
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and Energy Policy, and his article on petro-aggression in International
Organization won the Robert O. Keohane award for the best article pub-
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World Bank, McKinsey & Company, and The Brattle Group.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter

More information

Petro-Aggression

When Oil Causes War

JEFF D. COLGAN

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, Sao Paulo, Delhi, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
The Edinburgh Building, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107654976

© Jeff D. Colgan 2013

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2013
Printed and bound in the United Kingdom by the MPG Books Group
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Colgan, Jeff, 1975- author.
Petro-aggression : when oil causes war / Jeff D. Colgan.
pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-02967-5 (hardback) — ISBN 978-1-107-65497-6 (paperback)
1. Petroleum industry and trade. 2. War-Economic aspects. 1. Title.
HD9560.5.C576 2013
355.02'73-dc23
2012035321

ISBN 978-1-107-02967-5 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-107-65497-6 Paperback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLSs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in
this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is,
or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter

More information

For January

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter
More information

Contents

List of figures page x

List of tables xi

Acknowledgments xii

1 Introduction 1
Two puzzles 2
The core argument: petro-aggression 3
Multiple links between oil and global violence S
Oil and the broader causes of war 9
Scope of inquiry 12
Structure of the book 13

2 A theory of oil, revolution, and conflict 16
Domestic politics shape the state’s propensity
for international conflict 17
Revolutionary leadership makes a state more
likely to instigate international conflict 20
Oil interacts with revolutionary politics to
increase state aggression 27
Questions arising from the theory 37

3 Evidence and research design 41
Operationalizing the dependent variable 42
Identifying revolutionary governments 44
Identifying petrostates 48
Case selection for qualitative studies 50
Testing the causal mechanisms 54
Conclusion 58

4  Quantitative impact of oil and revolution
on conflict 59
Methodology 60

vil

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter
More information

viii Contents
Empirical results 70
Further evidence of petrostate leaders’ political autonomy 84
Conclusion 88

5 Iraq 920
Iraqi politics to 1968 94
Saddam Hussein at home: 1968-1991 98
Saddam’s Iraq Abroad: 1968-1991 108
Defiance and aggression: 1991-2003 115
Operation of causal mechanisms 116
Conclusion 122

6 Libya and the Arab Jamahiriyya 123
Libyan politics to 1969 127
The Arab Jamahiriyya at home: 1969-1991 129
The Arab Jamahiriyya abroad: 1969-1991 136
The receding tide of the revolution: 1991-2010 145
Operation of causal mechanisms 147
Conclusion 151

7  Iran 152
Iranian politics to 1979 156
Iranian domestic politics since 1979 161
Foreign policy of Iran since 1979 174
Operation of causal mechanisms 183
Conclusion 188

8  Venezuela and the Bolivarian Revolution 190
Venezuelan politics prior to Chavez 192
The Bolivarian revolutionary regime at home:

1999-2010 199
Revolutionary foreign policy under Chavez:

1999-2010 210
Operation of causal mechanisms 219
Conclusion 223

9  Saudi Arabia 225
Saudi foreign policy 228
Operation of causal mechanisms 242
The difference a revolution makes 247
Conclusion 249

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter
More information
Contents X
10 Does oil cause revolution? 250
Is oil linked to revolution in theory? 250
Quantitative evidence suggests no link between oil
and revolution 254
A closer examination of specific cases 255
Conclusion 259
11 Conclusion and policy implications 260
Summary of key findings 261
Considering the Arab Spring “revolutions” 264
Further research questions 266
Policy implications in a changing world 268
References 272
Index 292

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter
More information
Figures
1.1 Average rates of international conflict, petrostates vs.
non-petrostates, 1945-2001 page 8
1.2 Comparing the role of democracy, revolution, and oil
on the rate of international conflict 11
2.1 Empirical expectations for states’ propensity to instigate
international conflict 36
3.1 A spectrum of hostility in a bilateral relationship 44
3.2 Rate of instigated MIDs over time since a revolution,
by leader type 47
4.1 Effect of the combination of oil and revolutionary
governments on MIDs 74
4.2 Public expenditure in petrostates and non-petrostates 86
4.3 Rate of victory in international crises by state type 87
5.1 Iraq’s oil production 1965-2009, thousands of barrels
per day 92
6.1 Libya’s oil production 1965-2009, thousands of
barrels per day 126
7.1 Tran’s oil production 1965-2009, thousands of
barrels per day 154
8.1 Venezuela’s oil production 1965-2009, thousands
of barrels per day 192
8.2 International partners in Venezuela’s Orinoco oil
patch (Magna Reserva) 214
8.3 Venezuela’s oil-boom military expenditure, 2002-2008 215
9.1 Saudi oil production, 1965-2009, thousands of
barrels per day 227
11.1 Effect of the combination of oil and revolutionary
governments on MIDs 267
X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter

More information

Tables

3.1 Types of domestic procedural constraints on

foreign policy page 57
4.1 List of revolutions and associated governments/leaders 65
4.2 List of petrostates 67
4.3 International disputes by state type — monadic regression

analysis 71
4.4 International disputes by state type — dyadic

regression analysis 78
4.5 International disputes of revolutionary

petrostates — robustness checks 80
4.6 Leader tenure in petrostates and non-petrostates 85
5.1 Summary of key variables in Iraq, 1945-2010 91
6.1 Summary of key variables in Libya, 1958-2010 125
7.1 Summary of key variables in Iran, 1945-2010 153
7.2 Timeline of key events in the Iranian Revolution 163
7.3 The radicalization of the Iranian revolutionary

government 166
8.1 Summary of key variables in Venezuela, 1958-2010 191
9.1 Summary of key variables in Saudi Arabia, 1945-2010 226

10.1 Correlates of revolutionary governments 255

xi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments

It takes a village. So they say about raising a child, but it applies equally
well to writing a scholarly book. As with raising a child, there is some-
one who is ultimately responsible, but it just cannot be done without
a lot of help.

The genesis of this book was my PhD dissertation at Princeton
University, where I was lucky enough to be guided by a helpful, wise,
and engaged committee of advisors: Professors Robert Keohane (who
served as chair), Christina Davis, Thomas Christensen, and Jennifer
Widner. The transformation from dissertation to book was a signifi-
cant one, in this case: I added several new chapters, deleted another,
and revised all the rest. So my advisors cannot be blamed for any flaws
in the product you see before you; but they can be proud of the lasting
contributions they made to my work and my intellectual outlook.

After I completed a draft of the book manuscript and thought I was
on the final stretch, I decided to hold a manuscript workshop to get a
new round of feedback from a group of accomplished scholars. Boaz
Atzili, Andrew Bennett, Ken Conca, Charles Glaser, Joseph Grieco,
Tamar Gutner, Rose Kelanic, Michael Ross, and Elizabeth Saunders
each read the entire manuscript and came to a one-day workshop at
my new home, American University. Their critique profoundly shaped
my thinking; indeed, in some sections of the manuscript, they sent
me back to the drawing board. I am incredibly grateful. Many of the
participants have helped me also outside of the workshop, and here
Charlie Glaser deserves special mention, as he generously welcomed
me into his working group on energy and international security at
George Washington University. In addition, I owe deep thanks to
James Goldgeier for funding the workshop, for attending it and giv-
ing substantive suggestions, and for his ongoing support of my work.
I also appreciate the help of Mana Zarinejad, David Parker, and the
staff of the Washington Institute for International and Public Affairs
Research for managing the workshop.

Xii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments xiii

A number of colleagues provided helpful comments on my
work at various stages. Special thanks go to David Bosco, Malfrid
Braut-Hegghammer, Sarah Bush, Ashley Conner, Joanne Gowa, Jessica
Green, Thomas Hegghammer, Steffen Hertog, Michael Horowitz,
Sikina Jinnah, Kristina Johnson, Mareike Kleine, Michael McKoy,
Michael Miller, Gwyneth McClendon, James Morrison, Margaret
Peters, Ed Rhodes, Margaret Roberts, Michael Ross, David Steinberg,
Jordan Tama, David Victor, Inken von Borzyskowski, Jessica Weeks,
and Sharon Weiner. They are more than just excellent colleagues, they
are friends and supporters.

I feel T must highlight the help I received from three good friends
whom I met at Princeton: Sarah Bush, Jessica Green, and Jordan Tama.
All of them read and critiqued large parts of my work, often more
than once, and delivered incisive, constructive comments. Sarah has
probably read more of my work, more times, than anyone except me.
Together, they have consistently pushed my work to become better than
I could have made it on my own.

In addition, my work benefited from participant comments at
the Princeton University International Relations Colloquium; pres-
entations at Georgetown University, the University of Michigan,
and the University of Toronto; and various panels at APSA, ISA,
IPES, MPSA, and elsewhere. John Haslam and three anonymous
reviewers at Cambridge University Press provided a valuable cri-
tique, and they will no doubt see significant changes as a result.
My editor Carrie Parkinson offered helpful advice and support,
while Rob Wilkinson of Out of House Publishing ensured the book
was published without any hitches. T received excellent research
assistance from Summer Lopez, Tom Scherer, Lamis Abdel-Aziz,
Neslihan Kaptanoglu, Laina Stuebner, and David Parker. I thank
Francisco Monaldi and others at IESA in Caracas for hosting me
during my stay in Venezuela. I also thank Dan Byman, Marc Busch,
James Vreeland, and others at Georgetown University for welcom-
ing me in Washington while I finished up my dissertation. Financial
support from the American University, the Lynde and Harry
Bradley Foundation, the Niehaus Center for Global Governance,
the Woodrow Wilson School of International and Public Affairs
(Princeton), the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars
(Washington), and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council of Canada is gratefully acknowledged. I also thank

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02967-5 - Petro-Aggression: When Oil Causes War
Jeff D. Colgan

Frontmatter

More information

X1v Acknowledgments

Cambridge University Press for permission to use material drawn
from my 2010 article in International Organization.

My deepest thanks go to my wife January, my mother Valerie, and
my brother Andrew. They provide support and encouragement when
it is needed. The rest of the time, they are remarkably patient listeners
as I prattle on about global oil politics. They always help to give me a
sense of perspective. Thank you for everything.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029675
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107029675: 


