
EMILY DICKINSON AND PHILOSOPHY

Emily Dickinson’s poetry is deeply philosophical. Recognizing that
conventional language limited her thought and writing, Dickinson
created new poetic forms to pursue the moral and intellectual issues
that mattered most to her. This collection situates Dickinson within
the rapidly evolving intellectual culture of her time and explores
the degree to which her groundbreaking poetry anticipated trends
in twentieth-century thought. Essays aim to clarify the ideas at
stake in Dickinson’s poems by reading them in the context of one
or more relevant philosophers, including near-contemporaries such
as Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, and Hegel, and later philosophers whose
methods are implied in her poetry, including Levinas, Sartre, and
Heidegger. The Dickinson who emerges is a curious, open-minded
interpreter of how human beings make sense of the world – one for
whom poetry is a component of a lifelong philosophical project.

jed deppman is the Irvin E. Houck Associate Professor in the
Humanities at Oberlin College.

marianne noble is Associate Professor of Literature at American
University.

gary lee stonum is the Oviatt Professor in the English Department
of Case Western Reserve University.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02941-5 - Emily Dickinson and Philosophy
Edited by Jed Deppman, Marianne Noble and Gary Lee Stonum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029415
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02941-5 - Emily Dickinson and Philosophy
Edited by Jed Deppman, Marianne Noble and Gary Lee Stonum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029415
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


EMILY DICKINSON AND
PHILOSOPHY

edited by

JED DEPPMAN
Oberlin College

MARIANNE NOBLE
American University

GARY LEE STONUM
Case Western Reserve University

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02941-5 - Emily Dickinson and Philosophy
Edited by Jed Deppman, Marianne Noble and Gary Lee Stonum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029415
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, ny 10013–2473, usa

Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.

It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107029415

© Cambridge University Press 2013

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written

permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2013

Printed in the United States of America

A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Emily Dickinson and philosophy / [edited by]

Jed Deppman, Oberlin College, Marianne Noble, American University, Gary Lee Stonum,
Case Western Reserve University.

pages cm
isbn 978-1-107-02941-5 (hardback)

1. Dickinson, Emily, 1830–1886 – Criticism and interpretation. 2. Philosophy in
literature. I. Noble, Marianne, 1968 – editor of compilation. II. Deppman, Jed, editor

of compilation. III. Stonum, Gary Lee, editor of compilation.
ps1541.z5e3945 2013

8110.4–dc23 2012041991

isbn 978-1-107-02941-5 Hardback

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of
urls for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication
and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain,

accurate or appropriate.

I thank the publishers and the trustees of Amherst College for permission to reprint from
The Poems of Emily Dickinson, edited by Ralph W. Franklin, Cambridge, Massachusetts:
The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, Copyright © 1998, 1999 by the President
and Fellows of Harvard College. Copyright © 1951, 1955, 1979, 1983 by the President

and Fellows of Harvard College.

I thank the publishers for permission to reprint from The Letters of Emily Dickinson,
edited by Thomas H. Johnson, Cambridge, Massachusetts: The Belknap Press of Harvard
University Press, Copyright © 1958, 1986, The President and Fellows of Harvard College;
1914, 1924, 1932, 1942 by Martha Dickinson Bianchi; 1952 by Alfred Leete Hampson; 1960

by Mary L. Hampson.

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02941-5 - Emily Dickinson and Philosophy
Edited by Jed Deppman, Marianne Noble and Gary Lee Stonum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029415
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents

Introduction page 1
Jed Deppman, Marianne Noble, and Gary Lee Stonum

i. dickinson and the philosophy of her time

1. Emily Dickinson: Anatomist of the Mind 13
Michael Kearns

2. Dickinson, Hume, and the Common Sense Legacy 30
Melanie Hubbard

3. Outgrowing Genesis? Dickinson, Darwin, and the Higher
Criticism 47
Jane Donahue Eberwein

4. Touching the Wounds: Dickinson and Christology 68
Linda Freedman

5. Against Mastery: Dickinson Contra Hegel and Schlegel 85
Daniel Fineman

6. “Perfect from the Pod”: Instant Learning in Dickinson and
Kierkegaard 105
Jim von der Heydt

ii. dickinson and modern philosophy

7. Truth and Lie in Emily Dickinson and Friedrich Nietzsche 131
Shira Wolosky

8. Emily Dickinson, Pragmatism, and the Conquests of Mind 151
Renée Tursi

v

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02941-5 - Emily Dickinson and Philosophy
Edited by Jed Deppman, Marianne Noble and Gary Lee Stonum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029415
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


9. Dickinson and Sartre on Facing the Brutality of Brute Existence 175
Farhang Erfani

10. Dickinson on Perception and Consciousness: A Dialogue with
Maurice Merleau-Ponty 188
Marianne Noble

11. The Infinite in Person: Levinas and Dickinson 207
Megan Craig

12. Astonished Thinking: Dickinson and Heidegger 227
Jed Deppman

Bibliography 249
Citation Index 259
Subject Index 262

vi Contents

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02941-5 - Emily Dickinson and Philosophy
Edited by Jed Deppman, Marianne Noble and Gary Lee Stonum
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107029415
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107029415: 


