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A comprehensive and authoritative account of the ‘heretic’ Marcion, this volume
traces the development of the concept and language of heresy in the setting of an
exploration of second-century Christian intellectual debate. Judith M. Lieu ana-
lyses accounts of Marcion by the major early Christian polemicists who shaped
the idea of heresy, including Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Epiphanius of
Salamis, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and Ephraem Syrus. She examines
Marcion’s ‘Gospel’, ‘Apostolikon’, and ‘Antitheses’ in detail and compares his
principles with those of contemporary Christian and non-Christian thinkers,
covering a wide range of controversial issues: the nature of God, the relation of
the divine to creation, the person of Jesus, the interpretation of Scripture, the
nature of salvation, and the appropriate lifestyle of adherents. In this innovative
study, Marcion emerges as a distinctive, creative figure who addressed wide-
spread concerns within second-century Christian diversity.

Juprta M. Ligvu is Lady Margaret’s Professor of Divinity at the University
of Cambridge. She has written numerous books, including I, II, & III
John: A Commentary (2008); Christian Identity in the Jewish and Graeco-Roman
World (2004); and Neither Jew Nor Greek? Constructing Early
Christianity (2002).
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Preface

My fascination with Marcion dates back over more than two decades to my
previous work on the emergence of Christianity out of its Jewish heritage
and on the development of a distinctive ‘Christian’ self-definition. However,
it was the award of a Leverhulme Major Research Fellowship for 2007-9
that enabled me to undertake sustained research; I am deeply grateful to the
Leverhulme Trust for its generous support and for its continued recognition
of the needs of those scholars whose primary requirement is uninterrupted
time and access to the best research resources available. The award of
the Fellowship coincided with my appointment to the Lady Margaret
Professorship in Divinity at the University of Cambridge, and I am grateful
to the university and to colleagues in the Faculty of Divinity for permitting
me to take up the Fellowship. The unrivalled library resources at Cambridge
have enriched my work on Marcion immeasurably.

Completing the research and manuscript has taken longer than I may
have wished, in part owing to subsequent administrative duties as Chair of
the Faculty Board. Yet this has also provided opportunity for me to read
papers related to Marcion in a variety of contexts — academic and more
popular — and to publish some initial articles. I am grateful to audiences for
their interest and questions, to colleagues for invitations and encourage-
ment, and particularly to colleagues at Cambridge and members of the
New Testament Senior Seminar, who have had (quite properly) to include
the second century in their remit. Professor C. Kingsley Barrett was a mentor
ever since I undertook an MA under his supervision, and it was a particular
joy on my occasional visits to Durham before his death in 2011, when he
was working on the Pauline heritage, to spend time with him, discussing
Marcion and his Paulinism; I join with the many students of the
New Testament who acknowledge the debt they owe him.
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