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A note on Romanization and conventions

All Romanization of Japanese names and terms follows the Hepburn system.
East Asian names are written in the traditional order (surname followed by
given name), except in cases when a person publishes in English using their
given name followed by surname. Romanization of Chinese names and
terms follows the Pinyin system except in quotations of translations using
the older Wade-Giles system, which have been left unchanged. Romanized
titles are in lower case after the initial letter, unless they include proper
nouns.

In order to reduce the number of references, all cited English-language
sources on Japanese literature can be found in the bibliography, which covers
major English-language publications and is organized by text, genre, and
period in parallel to the chapters of the book. A handful of Japanese language
references appear in footnotes, but such citations have been kept to a
minimum.

Because the variety of approaches to rendering such Japanese words in
English reflects debates within the field, we have avoided imposing an
artificial unity on translations of titles and terms. Sometimes a genitive
article “no” is added between the surname and given name of premodern
individuals, as in Minamoto no Yoshitsune (Yoshitsune of the Minamoto
family), but we have allowed authors to follow their own inclinations about
whether to include this article.
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Modern period (1868 to present)

Meiji  1868-1912
Taishé 191226
Showa 1926-89
Heisei 1989—present
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