
REFRAMING THE FEUDAL REVOLUTION

The profound changes that took place between 800 and 1100 in the transi-
tion from Carolingian to post-Carolingian Europe have long been the
subject of vigorous historical controversy. Looking beyond the notion of a
‘Feudal Revolution’, this book reveals that a radical shift in the patterns of
social organisation did occur in this period, but as a continuation of processes
unleashed by Carolingian reform, rather than Carolingian political failure.
Focusing on the Frankish lands between the rivers Marne and Moselle,
Charles West explores the full range of available evidence, including letters,
chronicles, estate documents, archaeological excavations and liturgical trea-
tises, to track documentary and social change. He shows how Carolingian
reforms worked to formalise interaction across the entire social spectrum,
and that the new political and social formations apparent from the later
eleventh century should be seen as a long-term consequence of this process.

charles west is Lecturer in Medieval History at the University of
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Emperor Henry V, d.1125 Louis VI of West Francia, d.1137 

Figure 1 Kings mentioned in this book (simplified)
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d.c.930
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d.944, married Liutgarde
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x

Matfrid

Gerard of Metz, d.c.1044, married
Gisela

Figure 2 The ancestors of Duke Theoderic II of Upper Lotharingia (simplified).
The generations around Richard remain uncertain.
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Heribert II, marries Adela,
daughter of King Robert I (d.943)

Liutgarde, marries 
Theobald ‘the Trickster’

Odo I of Blois,
d.996  

Count Odo II of Blois,
d.1037  

Count Theobald of
Blois, d.1090  

Count Hugh of
Troyes,
d.c.1130

Heribert ‘the Old’,
d.c.980  

Robert count of
Troyes, d.967

Heribert ‘the
Young’, d.995

Stephen of Troyes,
d.1047

Count Stephen-Henry
of Blois, married
Adela of Normandy

Count Stephen,
d.1027

Odo III, 
d.c.1115 in 
England

Figure 3 The ancestors of Count Hugh of Champagne (simplified)
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