
DOSTOEVSKY IN CONTEXT

This volume explores the Russia where the great writer Fyodor
Dostoevsky (1821–81) was born and lived. It focuses not only on the
Russia depicted in Dostoevsky’s works, but also on the Russian life
that he and his contemporaries experienced: on social practices and
historical developments, political and cultural institutions, religious
beliefs, ideological trends, artistic conventions, and literary genres.
Chapters by leading scholars illuminate this broad context, offer
insights into Dostoevsky’s reflections on his age, and examine the
expression of those reflections in his writing. Each chapter investi-
gates a specific context and suggests how we might understand
Dostoevsky in relation to it. Since Russia took so much from West-
ern Europe throughout the imperial period, the volume also locates
the Russian experience within the context of Western thought and
practices, thereby offering a multidimensional view of the unfolding
drama of Russia versus the West in the nineteenth century.
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Note on citation, transliteration, glossary,
and dates

Citation

All citations from Dostoevsky’s work are from the academic edition of the
Polnoe sobranie sochinenii v tridtsati tomakh (Leningrad: Nauka, 1972–90,
volumes 1–30). When citing a work of fiction, in addition to the volume
and page number from the Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, we include the part
or book number and chapter number, so that readers can find the passage
in whichever translation they are using. The opening page of Crime and
Punishment, for example, would be cited as (6:5; Pt. 1, Ch. 1).

For all citations from Dostoevsky’s Diary of a Writer, even if they are
translated by an article’s author, in addition to the volume and page
number from the Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, we provide the page number(s)
from Fyodor Dostoevsky, A Writer’s Diary, Vols. 1–2, translated and
annotated by Kenneth Lantz (Evanston, IL: Northwestern University
Press, 1993–94). In the text, the citation will read (Vol:page; WD Vol:
page).

For all citations from Dostoevsky’s letters, even if they are translated by
an article’s author, in addition to the volume and page number from the
Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, we provide the page number from Fyodor
Dostoevsky: Complete Letters, Volume 1, edited and translated by David
Lowe and Ronald Meyer, Volumes 2–5, edited and translated by David
A. Lowe (Ann Arbor, MI: Ardis, 1988–91). In the text, these will read
(Vol:page; Letters Vol:page).

The editors have checked all translations from Dostoevsky's texts against
the originals. In a few cases, at a contributor's request or with the
contributor's permission, we have modified existing translations to more
accurately reflect the original. All italicized words in quotations are itali-
cized in the original unless otherwise indicated.

xviii
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Cyrillic transliteration

We use a dual system of transliteration for Cyrillic names, following the
guidelines in J. Thomas Shaw’s Transliteration of Modern Russian for
English-Language Publications:
In the text and in all discursive parts of the endnotes, we use Shaw’s

“System I.” This system anglicizes Russian proper names: the “y”-ending is
used instead of “ii”; “yu”/“ya” is used instead of “iu”/“ia”; “oy” is used
instead of “oi”; “x” replaces “ks,” etc. However, “ai” and “ei” are used at
the end of names instead of “ay” and “ey” (Nikolai, Andrei, Sergei). Well-
known spellings are used for famous people (e.g., Peter the Great).
When citing Russian sources in the bibliography and notes, we use the

Library of Congress system without diacritics (Shaw’s “System II”).

Glossary

Given that readers might not be familiar with some time-specific and
Russia-specific phenomena, we have provided a glossary, thereby eliminat-
ing the need to offer detailed explanations in each entry. Each word
included in the glossary is marked by an asterisk on its first appearance
in each essay.

Dates

All Russian dates are given in accordance with the Julian (Old Style)
calendar used in Russia before 1917. In the nineteenth century, it was
twelve days behind the Gregorian calendar used in the West.

Citation, transliteration, glossary, dates xix
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Chronology

1821 Born on October 30 in Moscow to Maria Fyodorovna and
Mikhail Andreevich Dostoevsky, a doctor at the Mariinsky
Hospital for the Poor, Moscow. The second of seven children,
Fyodor grows up in a middle-class household run by his father, a
former army surgeon and strict family man.

1831 Father purchases a small provincial estate in Tula, where young
Fyodor spends four summers.

1834 Attends the Chermak Private Boarding School until 1837.
1837 Mother dies. Begins his training at the St. Petersburg Academy

of Engineers. Reads voraciously. Pushkin dies in a duel.
1839 Father dies. According to rumor, he is murdered on his estate,

presumably by his own serfs.
1841 Completes course at the Academy of Engineers; promoted to

officer status; continues officer training but devotes himself to
reading and writing.

1843 Begins service as a military engineer in Petersburg.
1844 Resigns from service to pursue literary career. Completes his

translation of Honoré de Balzac’s 1833 novel Eugénie Grandet.
Begins work on his first novel, Poor Folk.

1846 Poor Folk published. Wins the friendship and acclaim of
Russia’s premier literary critic, Vissarion Belinsky, author of
the banned “Letter to Gogol” (1847). Belinsky’s approval wanes
after The Double is published that same year. Meets the utopian
socialist Mikhail Butashevich-Petrashevsky.

1847 Publishes “A Weak Heart” and The Landlady. Is diagnosed with
and treated for epilepsy for the first time.

1848 Publishes “White Nights.” Almanac with “Polzunkov” is
banned. Revolutions break out in France, Germany, Hungary,

xx
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Italy, and Poland. Within the Petrashevsky circle, Dostoevsky
joins a secret society led by Nikolai Speshnev. Members plan to
publish incendiary pamphlets.

1849 Writes Netochka Nezvanova. Is arrested for participation in the
Petrashevsky circle. Spends eight months in solitary confine-
ment in the Peter and Paul Fortress. In Semyonovsky Square,
condemned to death with several others. Their sentences are
commuted to penal servitude in Siberia, but announced only
at the last moment, when they stand in their death shrouds
awaiting execution.

1850 Begins his four-year internment at Omsk prison in western
Siberia, an experience that will influence many of his later
works. While imprisoned, abandons the radical ideas of his
youth and becomes more deeply religious; his only book in
prison is the New Testament.

1853 Crimean War breaks out.
1854 Begins four years of compulsory military service in Siberia.
1857 Marries the widow Maria Dmitrievna Isaeva.
1859 Allowed to return to Petersburg, under police surveillance.
1861 With brother Mikhail, establishes the journal Vremya (Time);

Time serially publishes Dostoevsky’s fictionalized prison memoir
Notes from the House of the Dead, the novel The Insulted and
Injured, and numerous articles reflecting his native soil (poch-
vennichestvo) agenda.

1862 Travels to England, France, Germany, Italy, and Switzerland, a
trip that inspires the anti-European outlook expressed in his
Winter Notes on Summer Impressions (1863). While he is abroad,
government censors order Time to halt publication, devastating
his finances. Gambles heavily at resorts abroad, loses.

1863 Second trip to Europe. Arranges to meet in Paris with Apolli-
naria Suslova, a writer whose story he had published the year
before in Time. The two have an affair. January Uprising in the
Kingdom of Poland (part of the Russian empire). Time banned
for printing an ambiguous article about it.

1864 The Dostoevsky brothers establish the journal Epokha (Epoch),
which publishes Notes from Underground. Wife Maria dies from
tuberculosis. Mikhail dies three months later.

1865 Epoch collapses. Burdened with his own and Mikhail’s debts,
goes on another failed gambling spree in Europe.

Chronology xxi
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1866 Crime and Punishment starts serial publication. Interrupts the
writing in October to work on The Gambler. Dictates The
Gambler to a stenographer, Anna Grigorievna Snitkina, over
the course of a month. Meets the contract deadline, thereby
retaining rights to his published works, including Crime and
Punishment.

1867 Marries Anna, who is twenty-five years his junior; the alliance
is one of the most fortuitous events of his life. To avoid finan-
cial ruin, they live abroad for the next four years, in Geneva,
Florence, and finally Dresden. Epilepsy worsens. Begins work
on The Idiot, in which the protagonist is an epileptic.

1868 The Idiot begins serial publication. Daughter Sonya is born in
Geneva, but dies at only three months.

1869 Daughter Lyubov born. After reading about the murder of
a student by the revolutionary Sergei Nechaev and his
co-conspirators, begins work on Demons and on projected novel
The Life of a Great Sinner.

1871 Serialization of Demons begins. Return to Petersburg; son
Fyodor is born.

1873 Begins editing the conservative weekly Grazhdanin (The
Citizen); his column “The Diary of a Writer” becomes a regular
and popular feature.

1874 Resigns editorship of The Citizen. Begins The Adolescent.
1875 The Adolescent published serially. Son Alexei is born. Police

surveillance begun in 1859 ends.
1876 Writes, edits, and publishes The Diary of a Writer as a monthly

periodical. January issue 2,000 copies, more printed in February.
February issue 6,000 copies. Buys house in Staraya Russa, future
setting of The Brothers Karamazov.

1877 The Diary of a Writer circulation tops 7,000. In December,
breaks off work on the Diary to begin The Brothers Karamazov.

1878 In May, Alexei (age three) dies suddenly. In mourning, visits the
Optina Pustyn monastery along with the philosopher Vladimir
Solovyov to seek an audience with the elder Amvrosy, who
becomes a prototype for Zosima in The Brothers Karamazov.

1879 Serialization of The Brothers Karamazov begins.
1880 Delivers celebrated speech on Pushkin at the dedication of the

poet’s memorial in Moscow in June; this is his last, triumphant
public address.

xxii Chronology
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1881 Dies on January 28 in Petersburg. Is buried in the cemetery of
the Alexander Nevsky Monastery.

1912 Constance Garnett begins her translations of the works of
Dostoevsky, introducing his writing to the English-reading
world.

Chronology xxiii
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