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The New Middle East is one of the first comprehensive books written
by prominent scholars of the region and of comparative politics to crit-
ically examine the Arab popular uprisings of 2010–2012. While these
uprisings prompted a number of cursory publications, this volume con-
tains meticulous and thoughtful reflections on the causes, drivers and
effects of these seminal events on the internal, regional and international
politics of the Middle East and North Africa. Although specific con-
ditions in individual countries that have experienced large-scale popu-
lar mobilizations are investigated, they are neither treated in isolation
nor separated from broader developments in the region. Instead, the
authors highlight connections between individual case studies and sys-
temic conditions throughout the Arab arena. These include the crisis
of political authority, the failure of economic development and new
genres of mobilization and activism, especially communication tech-
nology and youth movements. The careful analysis and reflection on
the prospects for democratic change in the region ensures the book will
have an immediate and enduring appeal.
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Karim Mezran

15. Bahrain’s Uprising: Domestic Implications and Regional
and International Perspectives 332
Kristian Coates Ulrichsen

part iv: regional and international implications

16. Saudi Internal Dilemmas and Regional Responses
to the Arab Uprisings 353
Madawi Al-Rasheed

17. Israel, Palestine, and the Arab Uprisings 380
Avi Shlaim

18. Turkey and Iran in the Era of the Arab Uprisings 402
Mohammed Ayoob

19. U.S. Policy and the Arab Revolutions of 2011 418
William B. Quandt

20. Europe and the Arab Uprisings: The Irrelevant Power? 429
Federica Bicchi

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02863-0 - The New Middle East: Protest and Revolution in the Arab World
Edited by Fawaz A. Gerges
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028630
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contents vii

21. Conclusion: Rebellious Citizens and Resilient
Authoritarians 446
Valerie Bunce

Selected Bibliography 469

Index 483

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02863-0 - The New Middle East: Protest and Revolution in the Arab World
Edited by Fawaz A. Gerges
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028630
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02863-0 - The New Middle East: Protest and Revolution in the Arab World
Edited by Fawaz A. Gerges
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028630
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


List of Figures and Tables

Figures

4.1 Actual and foregone GDP in the Arab world as a result
of the Gulf War page 86

4.2 Long-run average per capita growth rate 89
4.3 Annual growth rates of real GDP per capita 91
4.4 Investment rate for the Arab world 93
5.1 Proportion of rural population in selected Arab

countries 111
5.2 Annual percentage of rural population growth

in selected Arab countries 112
5.3 Share of agricultural population as percentage of total

population considered economically active in selected
Arab countries 113

5.4 Percentage of rural and urban poverty in selected
Arab countries 114

5.5 Rural and national poverty levels in selected
Arab countries 115

5.6 Gini coefficients for diet, income, and land in selected
Arab countries 116

5.7 Agriculture, value added (percentage of GDP) for selected
Arab countries 117

5.8 Share of government expenditure in agriculture and
defence (percentage of total expenditure) for selected
Arab countries in 1995, 2003, 2007 118

ix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02863-0 - The New Middle East: Protest and Revolution in the Arab World
Edited by Fawaz A. Gerges
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028630
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


x List of Figures and Tables

Tables

4.1 Military spending as a percentage of GDP for selected
Arab countries, 1988–2005 87

4.2 List of selected conflicts and wars in the Arab world 88
4.3 Growth in real GDP per capita in the Arab world 91

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02863-0 - The New Middle East: Protest and Revolution in the Arab World
Edited by Fawaz A. Gerges
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107028630
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Contributors

Sadik Al-Azm is Professor Emeritus of Modern European Philosophy at
the University of Damascus and is currently a Fellow at the Käte Ham-
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