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Liberty as Independence

What does liberty entail? How have concepts of liberty changed over

time? And what are the global consequences? This book surveys the

history of rival views of liberty from antiquity to modern times. Quentin

Skinner traces the understanding of liberty as independence from the

classical ideal to early modern Britain, culminating in the claims of

the Whig oligarchy to have transformed this idea into reality. Yet, with

the Whig vision of a free state and civil society undermined by the

American Revolution of 1776, Skinner explores how claims that liberty

was fulûlled by an absence of physical or coercive restraint came to

prominence. Liberty as Independence examines new dimensions of these

rival views, considering the connections between debates on liberty and

debates on slavery, and demonstrating how these ideas were harnessed

in feminist discussions surrounding limitations on the liberty of women.

The concept of liberty is inherently global, and Skinner argues strongly

for the reinstatement of the understanding of liberty as independence.

Quentin Skinner is Emeritus Professor of Humanities at Queen Mary

University of London. He was at the Institute for Advanced Study at

Princeton between 1974 and 1979, and was Regius Professor of History

at the University of Cambridge between 1996 and 2008. He is the

author and editor of numerous books on Renaissance and Modern

Intellectual History, and the recipient of many awards including the

Wolfson Prize for History and a Balzan Prize. Previous publications

include the two-volume study, The Foundations of Modern Political

Thought (Cambridge, 1978), Liberty before Liberalism (Cambridge,

1998) and, most recently, From Humanism to Hobbes: Studies in

Rhetoric and Politics (Cambridge, 2018).
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Abbreviations

BL: The British Library.

ODNB: The Oxford dictionary of national biography, 60 vols.

(Oxford, 2004).

n.p. No stated place of publication.

Bibliographies These are simply checklists of the primary and sec-

ondary sources I quote in the text. They make no

pretence of being systematic guides to the critical

literature on the themes I discuss. The bibliography

of primary sources lists anonymous works by title.

Where a work was published anonymously but the

name of the author is known I place the name in

square brackets.

Classical names I refer to ancient writers in their most familiar single-

name style both in the text and in the bibliographies.

Dates Generally I follow my sources, except that I date by

the common era. The shift to the Gregorian calendar

was not made in Great Britain until 1752, but

throughout my text I treat the year as beginning on

1 January, not 25 March.

Gender I try to use gender-neutral language wherever possible

but occasionally I have felt obliged to follow the usage in

my sources in order to avoid altering their sense.

References I use the author-date system when quoting from

primary as well as secondary sources. All references

to journals in the bibliography of secondary sources

are given in Arabic numerals. But when I refer in

footnotes to sections of books I sometimes use

Roman and sometimes Arabic numbering, depending
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on the preference shown by the author or editor of the

work concerned.

Transcriptions I modernise all spelling and punctuation, remove

most italics and capital letters, and correct obvious

typographical mistakes. My aim, without I hope sac-

riûcing accuracy, is to make my sources as accessible

as possible.
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