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          THE WORLD OF MR CASAUBON 

  h e World of Mr Casaubon  takes as its point of departure a i c-
tional character  –  Mr Casaubon in George Eliot’s classic novel, 
 Middlemarch . h e author of an uni nished ‘Key to All Mythologies’, 
Casaubon has become an icon of obscurantism, irrelevance and futil-
ity. Crossing conventional disciplinary boundaries, Colin Kidd exca-
vates Casaubon’s hinterland, and illuminates the i erce ideological 
war which raged over the use of pagan myths to defend Christianity 
from the existential threat posed by radical Enlightenment criticism. 
Notwithstanding Eliot’s portrayal of Casaubon, Anglican mythogra-
phers were far from unworldly, and actively rebutted the radical free-
thinking associated with the Enlightenment and French Revolution. 
Orientalism was a major theatre in this ideological conl ict, and 
mythography also played an indirect but inl uential role in framing 
the new science of anthropology.  h e World of Mr Casaubon  is rich 
in interdisciplinary twists and ironies, and paints a vivid picture of 
the intellectual world of eighteenth-  and nineteenth- century Britain. 

  Colin Kidd  is Wardlaw Professor at the University of St Andrews 
and a Fifty- Pound Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford. He is a 
Fellow of the British Academy and the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 
He is a regular contributor to the  London Review of Books  and to the 
 Guardian , and has lectured in all parts of the British Isles, in France 
and in the United States.   
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    IDEAS IN CONTEXT     

   Edited by  David Armitage, Richard Bourke, Jennifer Pitts 
and John Robertson   

 h e books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and 
of related new disciplines. h e procedures, aims and vocabularies that were gener-
ated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contemporary 
frameworks of ideas and institutions. h rough detailed studies of the evolution of 
such traditions, and their modii cation by dif erent audiences, it is hoped that a 
new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete contexts. By 
this means, artii cial distinctions between the history of philosophy, of the various 
sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen to dissolve. 

 h e series is published with the support of the Exxon Foundation. 

  A list of books in the series will be found at the end of the volume.    
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   THE WORLD OF MR CASAUBON 

 Britain’s Wars of Mythography, 1700– 1870 
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 University of St Andrews        
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