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This collection of original essays, from both established scholars and new-
comers, takes up a debate that has recently flared up in philosophy, sociology,
and disability studies on whether disability is intrinsically a harm that lowers
a person’s quality of life. While this is a new question in disability scholarship,
it also touches on one of the oldest philosophical questions: What is the good
human life? Historically, philosophers have not been interested in the topic
of disability, and when they are it is usually only in relation to questions such
as euthanasia, abortion, or the moral status of disabled people. Consequently,
implicitly or explicitly, disability has been either ignored by moral and political
philosophers or simply equated with a bad human life, a life not worth living.

This book takes up the challenge that disability poses to basic questions of
political philosophy and bioethics, among others, by focusing on fundamental
issues as well as practical implications of the relationship between disability
and the good human life.

Jerome E. Bickenbach is the leader of the Disability Policy Unit and a profes-
sor in the Department of Health Sciences and Health Policy at the University
of Lucerne and Swiss Paraplegic Research, Nottwil, Switzerland.

Franziska Felder is a senior researcher in the Department of Education at the
University of Zurich, Switzerland.

Barbara Schmitz is an associate professor in the Department of Philosophy at
the University of Basel, Switzerland.
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CAMBRIDGE DISABILITY LAW AND POLICY SERIES

Edited by Peter Blanck and Robin Paul Malloy

The Cambridge Disability LLaw and Policy series examines these topics in
interdisciplinary and comparative terms. The books in the series reflect the
diversity of definitions, causes, and consequences of discrimination against
persons with disabilities while illuminating fundamental themes that unite
countries in their pursuit of human rights laws and policies to improve the
social and economic status of persons with disabilities. The series contains
historical, contemporary, and comparative scholarship crucial to identifying
individual, organizational, cultural, attitudinal, and legal themes necessary for
the advancement of disability law and policy.

The topics covered in the series also reflect the new moral and political
commitment of countries throughout the world to equal opportunity for per-
sons with disabilities in such areas as employment, housing, transportation,
rehabilitation, and individual human rights. The series will thus play a sig-
nificant role in informing policy makers, researchers, and citizens of issues
central to disability rights and disability antidiscrimination policies. The series
grounds the future of disability law and policy as a vehicle for ensuring that
those living with disabilities participate as equal citizens of the world.
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It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
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