
M a x W eber in Politics a nd  
soci a l thought

Max Weber is widely regarded as one of the foundational  thinkers 
of the twentieth century. but how did this reclusive german scholar 
manage to leave such an indelible mark on modern political and 
social thought? Max Weber in Politics and Social Thought is the 
first comprehensive account of Weber’s impact on both german 
and american intellectuals. drawing on a wide range of sources, 
Joshua derman illuminates what Weber meant to contemporaries 
in the Weimar republic and nazi germany, and analyzes why they 
reached for his concepts to articulate such widely divergent under
standings of modern life. The book also accounts for the transfor
mations that Weber’s concepts underwent at the hands of émigré 
and american scholars, and, in doing so, elucidates one of the major 
intellectual movements of the midtwentieth century: the transat
lantic migration of german thought.
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The books in this series will discuss the emergence of intellectual traditions and 
of related new disciplines. The procedures, aims, and vocabularies that were gen
erated will be set in the context of the alternatives available within the contem
porary frameworks of ideas and institutions. Through detailed studies of the 
evolution of such traditions, and their modification by different audiences, it is 
hoped that a new picture will form of the development of ideas in their concrete 
contexts. by this means, artificial distinctions between the history of philoso
phy, of the various sciences, of society and politics, and of literature may be seen 
to dissolve.
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