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Life and Exploits of Mansong (Burdett),
72-4, 210

Lindo, Hensley, 201

Liverpool, Robert Banks Jenkinson, Earl
of. See Hawkesbury, Robert Banks
Jenkinson, Lord

London Missionary Society, 87

Long, Edward, 28, 38-9, 51-60, 61, 66,
70, 74, 89

loupsgarou, 141

Lugard, Frederick, Lord, 266

Lumb, Charles Frederick, 10, 189

lwa, 23

MacGaffey, Wyatt, 22, 23, 25
Madden, R. R., 28
magicians (entertainers), 237
magistrates’ courts, 162, see also obeah
trials
Magus, or Celestial Intelligencer (Barrett),
234
Main Currents (Lewis), 52
Makandal’s conspiracy (1760?), 27
Mamadoe, 115
Man Better Man (Hill) (play), 307-11
Manley, Michael, 274
Manley, Norman, 198, 201, 282
Marble, Andrew, 105-6, 107-8, 109-10
Marching the Pilgrims Home (Glazier), 6
Marhargh, Goopoul, 216
Marly, or a Planter’s Life in Famaica
(Anon.), 96-7
Maroon communities (Jamaica), 32-5, 39,
270
Leeward Maroons, 32—4
Windward Maroons, 32, 34
Marsden, Peter, 69
Marson, Una, 251, 305
Martinique, 22, 83
Marxism, 275-7, 290
Matory, J. Lorand, 5, 6, 9
Matthews, Basil, 279-80
Maynier, E. A., 270
McDermott, Alfonso, 223-4
McGrath, Justin, 215
McKay, Claude, 210-11
McKee, Helen, 160
McLaren, Angus, 146
McLarty, R. W., 263
McLeod, Adina, 248
McNeal, Keith E., 169
media
and decriminalization of obeah, 10,
285-6, 287
campaigns against Revival, 152

campaigns against ritual healing, 252,
258
reports on labour protests, 243
reports on obeah trials, 158, 161, 164,
204-7
Medical Revolutionaries (Weaver), 20
medicine, regulation of, 152-3, 163, 172,
192, 200, 228-32, 23540, 264-5
‘Melda’ (Mighty Sparrow) (song), 180
Melville, Henry Dundas, viscount. See
Dundas, Henry, Viscount Melville
Memories of the Slave Trade (Shaw), 24
Mends, Alfred, 235, 264-5
mental health, 252-3
mesmerism, 63, 201-2, 237-9
methodology, 11-12
criminal justice history methods, 12-14,
15
critical theory, 15-16
cultural history methods, 12, 13, 15
data collection and sources, 97-8,
159-61
limitations, 161
research questions, 8-9, 11-12
structural-functionalist approach, 265
translation, 856, 88
middle classes
and popular culture, 301
as obeah practitioners, 168, 193, 200
opposition to anti-obeah legislation, 145
political leaders, 256-60, 2756, 296—7
support for anti-obeah legislation, 11,
124-5, 132, 143-4, 146
Mighty Sparrow, 180, 296
migration, 211-13, 214-16, 2434
millennialism, 244-5
Miller, Joseph, 222
Millette, James, 79
Minje Mama dance, 84-5, 86
minkisi (nkist), 22-3
Mintz, Sidney, 9, 211
missionaries, 94, 134, 148
support for anti-obeah legislation, 144
mock trials, 299-302
modernity, and obeah, 2, 133-42, 145,
147, 156-7, 283-4, 289-90
Modest, Wayne, 4
Moise, Leopoldine, 188-9, 192
Moncrieffe, Sheppard, 225
Monroe, Frederick, 153
Montalembert, Baron de, 79, 81
Montserrat, 51, 177, 248
Moody, Harold, 257
Moore, Brian, 147, 174
Moore, Charles, 179
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Morais, Gilbert, 215
Morant Bay Rebellion (1865), 120, 129,
156
Morgan, George (Clement Clarke), 230
Morgan, Kenneth, 52
Morgan, Philip D., 20, 22
Morris, S. C., 145
Morrison, Andrew, 287
Moseley, Benjamin, 69, 72, 74, 106, 210
Moseley, Jane, 153
Moyne Commission, 14, 241, 243, 247,
260-8, 269-70, 272
Mullin, Michael, 103
Munasinghe, Viranjini, 132
Murray, Deryck, 105, 108
Murray, William Henry Wood, 72
music, 180-1, 277, 294, 295-6, 307-8
Muslims. See Islam
myalism, 126, 145, 148-9
clearing rituals, 112-13
Mysteries of Magic (Waite), 233
Myth of the Negro Past (Herskovits), 270

Naipaul, V. S., 80

Nanny, 32, 34, 282

Napier, Ephraim, 218

narrative, 15-16

Natal, 155-6

national identity, 5, 283-92, 299, 309-10

nationalism, 139, 256-60, 274-7, 283-92

‘Natty Dread in the PRA’ (song), 295-6

Negro Family in the United States
(Franklin), 269-70

Neil, Theophilus, 182, 185-7, 188, 190,
191, 192, 194-6, 197, 200-1, 2034,
222

Neither Led nor Driven (Moore and
Johnson), 174

neo-African religious movements, 151

Netherlands, colonial policy, 31-2

Nevis, 92, 93, 165

obeah trials, 213

New Account of Some Parts of Guinea and
the Slave Trade (Snelgrave), 55, 66

New and Accurate Description of the Coast of
Guinea (Bosman), 24

New Jerusalem Revelation Baptist Church,
248

New Jewel Movement, 277, 293, 294-5,
296-7

New System of Ancient Mythology (Bryant),
28,53

ngangas, 24

Nigeria, 266
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Night Noises Prevention Law (Jamaica,
1911), 152-3, 281

Niles, Isaac, 222

Nine Night ritual, 311-13

Nketia, J. H., 29

Northern Rhodesia (Zambia), 271-2

oaths, 34-5, 36-7, 88-9, 101-2
obayifo, 24, 28
obeah
and cultural identity, 1, 314-16
comparison with European witchcraft,
1412
comparison with Vodou, 121, 128-9,
132-3, 134-5, 137, 261, 269
decriminalization of, 5, 6
definition, 1, 7-8, 11-12, 18-19, 30-2,
83-8, 90, 93, 103, 121, 1334, 136,
137, 158, 161-2, 179-80, 181,
237-40, 249-50, 253, 267, 277-8
Obeah: Witchcraft in the West Indies (Bell),
131, 139-42
Obeah Act (Jamaica, 1898), 142-3, 281
amendments to, 7
Obeah and Myalism Amendment Act
(Jamaica, 1893), 145
obeah practitioners
and place, 213
and slave rebellions, 91-2, 99, 101-3
as political leaders, 32-40, 156
class, 168, 193, 200, 204
clienteles, 213, 305
correspondence, 212-13
ethnicity, 30, 31-2, 36-7, 39, 92-3, 110,
168-70, 216, 234-5, 286
gender, 100-1, 143, 166-8, 170, 1801
stereotypes, 209-10, 213-14, 216, 277,
299, 305, 311
transnational networks, 211-13
obeah trials, 2, 158-207
and public opinion, 158, 204-7
appeals, 174-7
Barbados, 212
Berbice, 83-8, 108-9, 115
British Guiana (Guyana), 235, 286
charges, 163-5, 168, 1924, 228-32,
235
conviction rates, 100, 101, 170-2,
202-3, 279
defence strategies, 197-203
entrapment cases, 183
gender of defendants, 100-1, 166-8,
170
Grenada, 14, 102, 104, 118
group cases, 170
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obeah trials (cont.)
‘instruments of obeah’; 161, 191, 195,
196-7, 199, 223-4, 226-7, 239
Jamaica, 13-14, 95-6, 97, 98-102,
109-15, 159-82, 183-8, 189-91,
192-6, 197-203, 212, 214-16,
219-22, 225, 235, 237, 274, 276,
278-82
larceny and fraud, 163, 166-7, 168,
214-16
Leeward Islands, 1967
legal definition of obeah, 2, 18-19,
30-2, 40-2, 158, 161-2, 179-80, 181,
197, 202, 238-9
mock trials, 299-302
newspaper reports of, 158, 161, 164
number of prosecutions, 162-6, 278-80
of religious leaders, 246-50
pleas, 194, 229-32
prosecution strategies, 194-7
sentencing, 1724, 194, 203-4
slander cases, 177-9
slavery period, 13-14, 83-8, 97-115
social class of defendants, 168, 193, 204
spiritual healing practices, 167
transfer of money, 195-6, 199, 220
Trinidad and Tobago, 13-14, 159-82,
188-91, 192, 197-203, 215-16, 217,
218-19, 220-1, 225, 237, 238-9
witnesses, 109, 182-3, 194-7, 200, 206
Obeah Wedding (Holness) (play), 303
‘Obeah Wedding’ (Mighty Sparrow)
(song), 180
Obi (Three-Fingered Jack), 69, 72-5,
89
‘Of Things Sacred’ (exhibition, 2006), 4
oils, use in ritual, 2267
okomfos, 24
Oliver, Henry, 102-3
Oliver, Sidney, 146
Op Hoop van Beter (Berbice), 83—8
Orde, Sir John, 93
orishas, 6, 23, 151, 292
Orisha Worship, 6, 23, 151, 292
Ortiz, Fernando, 6, 270
othering, 141
Oxford English Dictionary, 29

Paddy, Joseph, 188, 190, 233

Padmore, Henry, 14, 225

paganism, 137

Palmié, Stephan, 5, 6, 228

Paravisini-Gebert, Lizabeth, 1

Parish, Susan Scott, 20

Parliamentary Report into the Slave Trade
(1789), 12, 260-8

Parry, David, 62
patriarchy, and slavery, 113-14
Patterson, Orlando, 28, 45-6, 767
Paugh, Katherine, 52
Payne-Jackson, Arvilla, 57
Pelete, Louis, 81
Pennington, Brian K., 9
People’s National Congress (Guyana),
283, 285, 286
People’s Progressive Party (Guyana), 284,
286, 288-91, 292
Perkins, Maureen, 122
petty sessions courts (Trinidad and
Tobago), 162, see also obeah trials
Phillippo, James M., 148
picqueting, 79
Picton, Thomas, 79-83, 116
Pierre of Grenada, 14, 118
Pietz, William, 20
Pitman, Frank, 46
Pitt, George Washington, 212
Pitt, William, the Younger, 48, 49
place, 213, 219-22
Plain Talk (newspaper), 258
planters
authority of, 93-4, 95-7
compensation for loss of slaves, 105
use of obeah, 108-9, 139-42
Pluchon, Pierre, 20
Pocomania (Marson) (play), 305
Pocomania (Revival Zion), 112-13, 150,
244, 245-6, 251, 267-8, 281, 301
and biomedicine, 255-6
opposition to obeah, 249-50
poetry, 277
poisonings, 23—4, 101
police
anti-obeah campaigns, 165-6, 188-9,
281
arrests and search procedures, 190
entrapment cases, 167-8, 185-7, 203,
217, 238-9, 248-9
harassment of Revivalists, 249, 281
investigation procedures, 182-3, 184-5
rewards and career development,
206-7
police courts, 162, see also obeah trials
political rights, 133-8, 142
politics, 241-73
and culture, 147, 162, 265-6
and religion, 3, 147-57, 241-3, 244-52,
256-60, 262, 264, 275-6, 280,
289-90, 291-2, 2945, 298, 313
and social class, 292
anti-colonialism, 154, 156, 244, 260,
286, 288-92
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Black Power movement, 274, 282-3,
284
elections, 275, 289, 290, 291, 292,
302
independence, 268, 274-7, 282, 313
indirect rule, 136-7, 266
leaders, 32-40, 156, 256—60, 275-7,
283-98
left-wing, 275-7, 290, 293
nationalism, 5, 139, 256-60, 274-7,
283-92
radicalism, 274, 282-3, 284, 293
self-government, 268
slave trade debate, 43-75
Politics of Labour (Bolland), 243
Polydore of Jamaica, 14, 106-8, 109
Popo woman, 44-5, 58-60, 74, 96
popular culture, 180-1, 297-313
popular religion, 147-57, 177-82, 241-3,
244-52, 256-60, 262, 264
Port of Spain, 79-80, 81, 119, 150-1, 153,
162, 174-7, 182-3, 187-9, 192,
195-6, 200, 212, 215-16, 218-19,
238-9, 303-4
Port of Spain Gazette (newspaper), 150-1,
161, 164, 189, 216, 253
Porter, Roy, 26
Porteus, Beilby, bishop of London, 49
Portuguese Inquisition, 14
Post, Ken, 244
postcolonial society, 268, 274-7, 282,
292-8, 313
poverty, 241
power relationships, 148
prayer books, use in ritual, 232
Price, Richard, 9
Price-Mars, Jean, 6, 270
primitivism, 2, 119, 133-42, 145, 147,
154-5, 156-7, 265, 2834, 289-90
Problem of Slavery in the Age of Revolution
(Davis), 47
Promised Key (Howell), 247, 248, 250
protective rituals, 23-4, 38-9, 140, 151,
181, 226
Psalms, use in ritual, 225
public health, 252-6, 258, 262
public information campaigns, 254-5
Pukumina (Revival Zion), 112-13, 150,
244, 245-6, 251, 267-8, 281, 301
and biomedicine, 255-6
opposition to obeah, 249-50
punishments, 9-11, 91, 116-17, 126,
143-5, 172-4, 194, 2034
death penalty, 99, 100, 116, 123
electric shock, 58
fines, 172
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flogging, 6-7, 91, 97, 122, 124, 125,
142-7, 174, 2034, 279

for vagrancy, 122, 125, 143, 172, 192-3

gender and age differences, 143, 2034

picqueting, 79

Picton’s slave code, 81-2

solitary confinement, 143

transportation, 91, 100

Putnam, Lara, 211, 245, 259, 270

Quacy, Graman, 30, 31-2

Quamina, 36-7

Quao, 32

Quaon, 98

Quashe, Jinney, 95

Quashie, 88

Quawcoo, 30, 36-7, 39

quilundo, 20

quimbois, 22

Quimbois, magie noire et sorcellerie aux
Antilles (Ebroin), 22

race, 9-10, 133-42, 145, 147, 156-7,
2834, 289-90
racist comedy, 305
radicalism, 25660, 274, 282-3, 284, 293
Ramcharan, Maria, 202
Ramsey, Kate, 5, 22, 128-9
Ramusack, Barbara N., 266
Ranger, Terence, 8
Rastafari, 2445, 247, 250, 280, 282,
295-6, 303
Reaper’s Garden (Brown), 9
rebellions, 27, 91-2, 243, 284
labour protests, 243
Reckord, Barry, 277, 3067
Reclaiming African Religions in Trinidad
(Henry), 6
Recreating Africa (Sweet), 9
Reeves, Sir Conrad, 132-3
Reid, Citira, 212
Reid, Joseph, 188, 203
Reid, Samuel, 228-9
religion, 266-8, 314-16, see also ritual
practices
African traditional religions, 17-18, 288
and politics, 3, 147-57, 241-3, 244-52,
256-60, 262, 264, 275-6, 280,
289-90, 291-2, 294-5, 298, 313
and public health, 255-6
harassment of Revivalists, 151-4, 164-5,
246-50, 267-8, 280, 281, 295-6
Hinduism, 169-70, 285
leaders, 244-5
missionaries, 94, 134, 144, 148
Revival, 149-54, 256-60, 268-9, 302-3
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Rennals, David, 200-1
Rennals, Rossabella, 225-6
resident magistrates’ courts (Jamaica), 162
Revival, 6, 149-54, 244-5, 268-9, 301,
302-3
harassment of, 151-4, 164-5, 246-50,
267-8, 280, 281, 295-6
leaders, 150
Revival Zion (Pocomania/Pukumina),

112-13, 150, 244, 245-6, 251, 267-8,

281, 301
and biomedicine, 255-6
opposition to obeah, 249-50
Rex v. Chambers (29 May 1901), 10
Rheder, Mr, 58
Richardson, Alan, 69
Richardson, David, 9
riots, 284
ritual practices, 206-7, 213-40
and biomedicine, 255-6
and place, 209, 213, 219-22
and transnational networks, 211-13
assemblages, 98-9, 112-13, 140, 153,
161, 191, 196-7, 2234, 226-7
baths, 224-5
books, 209, 232-5, 282
cards, 220-1
Christian rituals, 201-2, 225-6, 232,
249-50
clearing rituals, 112-13
control of spirits, 222-3
diagnostic techniques, 219-22
divination rituals, 84-5, 86, 105-6,
108-9, 177
esoteric knowledge, 225-6
European influences, 221, 235, 237-40
‘eyesight’, 219-20
for causing harm, 25, 104-8, 109-15,
177-9, 293
for protection, 23-4, 38-9, 140, 151,
181, 226
healing, 92, 96, 105-8, 118, 149, 150,
155-6, 167-8, 182-3, 184, 192,
200-1, 203, 216-18, 222-3, 228-32,
235-40, 253, 264-5
Hinduism, 169-70, 234-6
innovations in, 209
Nine Night ritual, 311-13
oaths, 34-5, 36-7, 88-9, 101-2
pan-Caribbean rituals, 209, 224
Revival, 152, 249-50
rum, 223-4
sacrifice, 129-30, 131, 214, 224, 287
tarot, 221
‘tying’, 180-1

Rituals of Resistance (Young), 22

Roberts, Arthur, 303—4

Roberts, Jasper, 187

Robertson, James, 98

‘Rock alias Venture’, 30

Rockefeller Foundation, 252

Rodney Riots (1968), 284

Rodney, Walter, 284

Rodrigues, Raymundo Nina, 6

Rogers, Rogert Athlyi, 248

Rooms, Samuel, 206

root work, 21-2

Roots Theatre, 298-9

Roper, Lyndal, 26

Roughley, Thomas, 109

Royal Parchment Scroll of Black Supremacy
(1926), 250

rum, use in ritual, 223-4

sacrifice, 214, 224

Sadoo, Baboo Khandas, 169-70

Saint-Domingue, 27, 63

Salmon, C. S., 136-8

Samuel, Popo, 199, 232

Samuels, William, 215

Sanderson, John, 82, 89

santeria, 5-6

Sarra, 34-5

Satchell, Hubert, 218-19

Savage, John, 83

Schiebenger, Londa, 46

Schwarz, Philip J., 20

Scipio, James, 179

Scipio-Pollard family, 198

Scotland and the Abolition of Black Slavery
(Whyte), 60

Scott, David, 15

Scott, Dennis, 277-8, 299, 311-13

Seaga, Edward, 219, 220, 246, 281

secularism, 256-60, 290

self-government, 268

sexuality, 124-5

Shakers, 151-2, 270

Shango. See Orisha Worship

Shaw, Rosalind, 24

Sheller, Mimi, 130

Sherlock, Philip, 270

Shouters (Spiritual Baptists), 6, 150-1,
152, 153, 164-5, 225, 292

Shouters’ Prohibition Ordinance (1917),
6, 153, 164-5, 225

Sierra Leone, 24

Simey, Thomas, 268-9, 270, 271

Simon, David, 199-200

Simpson, Aston, 198
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Simpson, George Eaton, 149, 150, 151,
250, 271
Simpson, H. A. L., 198
Sixth and Seventh Book of Moses
(DeLaurence), 232-3
slander cases, 177-9
slave codes, 81-2, 88-9, 93
Slave Counterpoint (Morgan), 20
Slave Son (Wilkins), 83, 210
slave trade debate, 43-75
Slave Voyages database, 31
Slavery and African Ethnicities (Hall), 22
Slavery and the Romantic Imagination
(Lee), 51
slaves
discipline and punishment of, 67,
93-4, 95-7, 116-17
manumisson, 114
rebellions, 27, 32-40
spiritual beliefs, 22-5
use of obeah, 110-14, 116
Smith, Anita, 238-9
Smith, J. A. G., 198
Smith, Raymond, 268
Smith, Reverend Claude, 251
Smyth, Daniel, 221
Snelgrave, William, 55, 66
social class, 140
social policy, 242, 268-70, 272-3, 279-80
social science, 456, 268-70, 271-2,
279-80
Society for the Abolition of the Slave
Trade, 48-9, 68
Society of West India Planters and
Merchants, 49
Sociology of Slavery (Patterson), 45-6
soul, 22
southern Africa, 155-6
Spain, 14, 20, 79
spelling, standardization of, 89
spirit world, 22-5
Spiritual Baptists (Shouters), 6, 150-1,
152, 153, 164-5, 225, 292
spiritualism, 202, 238
Spooner, Charles, 60, 61, 63, 64, 81
St John, Spenser, 128-9, 130, 132-3
St Kitts, 60, 61, 63, 64-5, 81
St Lucia, 5, 143
St Vincent, 92, 123-4, 125-6
Revival, 151-2
Statistical Institute of Jamaica (STATIN),
5,7
Stedman, John Gabriel, 31
Steel, Rhoda, 224
Stephens, Nathaniel, 221
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stereotypes, 209-10, 213-14, 277, 299,
305, 311

Stewart, Annie, 182-3, 195

Stewart, Arthur, 191

Stewart, Dianne, 94, 246, 281, 305

Stewart, John, 115

Stewart, Thomas, 220

stick-fighting, 307-11

Stone, Arthur, 227

Stone, Robert, 1934

strikes and labour protests, 243, 271-2,
292

structural-functionalist anthropology,
45-6, 265

Stuart, Charles Joseph, 253-4

sugar industry, 241, 292

Sunday Chronicle (Guyana), 287

superstition, 1, 9-10, 34, 46-7, 58-9,
61-3, 66-8, 69, 87, 116-17, 119, 125,
126-7, 132, 133-42, 147, 148, 192-3,
204-5, 238, 252-3, 2546, 258,
268-9, 272-3, 275-6, 277, 285,
289-90, 294-5, 2967, 309-11

Suriname, 31-2, 270

Sweet, James H., 9, 14, 83

Tacky’s Rebellion (1760), 17, 27, 30, 31,
38-9, 41-2

tarot cards, 221

“Tata’. See Brown, James ‘Tata’

Telfer, Joseph, 219

Tell my Horse (Hurston), 270

theatre, 277-8, 298-313

art theatre, 299, 305-13
comedy, 298-305

Theory and Practice of Creole Grammar
(Thomas), 133, 134

Thicknesse, Philip, 34

Thinking with Demons (Clark), 26

Thisbe, 80

Thistlewood, Thomas, 95-6, 112

Thomas, Catherine, 221

Thomas, John Jacob, 119-20, 133-4, 137,
138, 145, 257

Thomas, Suzie, 160

Thompson, Albert, 198

Thompson, Alvin O., 92

Thornton, John, 23, 25

Thornton, S. Leslie, 143

thread, use in ritual, 226

Three-Fingered Jack, 69, 72-5, 89

Toco (Trinidad), 213

torture, 58, 79

Trance and Modernity (McNeal), 169

Transatlantic Slave Trade Database, 9
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translation, 856, 88
transnational networks, 211-13, 2434
transportation, 91, 100
Treatise on Sugar (Moseley), 69, 72
Trench Pen Revival, 251
Trinidad and Tobago, 13
anti-obeah legislation, 77-8, 81-2, 143
breach of the peace legislation, 152-3
creole slave society, 77-83
decriminalization of obeah, 5, 6
East Indian community, 165, 168-70
February Revolution, 284
obeah trials, 13-14, 159-82, 188-91,
192, 197-203, 215-16, 217, 218-19,
220-1, 225, 237, 238-9
Orisha Worship, 23, 151
popular culture, 303-4, 307-11
population, 79, 164, 165
post-emancipation period, 131
slave trade, 31
social protests, 244
Spiritual Baptists, 6, 150-1, 152, 153,
164-5, 225
transnational networks, 211
Trinidad Constabulary Manual, 190
Trinidad Village (Herskovits and
Herskovits), 271
Trouillot, Michel-Rolph, 1, 6, 7-8
tuberculosis, 252
Tunnicliff, James, 126
Twi (Akan). See Akan
Twice Condemned (Schwarz), 20
‘tying’, 180-1

Umeh, John Anenechukwu, 29

Unanswerable Arguments against the
Abolition of the Slave Trade (Adair), 60

Undesirable Publications Act (Jamaica,
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