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THE GLOBAL EVOLUTION OF CLINICAL LEGAL EDUCATION

Globally, the methodologies of legal education have not changed in any funda-
mental way, with some methods dating back hundreds of years. For too long law
schools have relied on passive learning methods such as lectures or cases. Clinical
legal education provides an alternative that is more than just another pedagogical
method. It provides a way for students to experience their emerging professional
selves while providing services or projects with poor and underrepresented clients.
This book documents both the historical origins of clinical experiments in the
earliest days of US university legal education and the now-global reach of clinical
pedagogy as a proven tool for effective training of legal professionals.

Richard J. Wilson has taught law for more than 30 years. He has been a visiting
faculty member to law schools in Finland, the Netherlands, Peru, and Japan, and
was a Fulbright scholar in Colombia and Tiller House Fellow with the American
Society of International Law. He has coedited two books and authored more than
70 articles on a wide range of topics including legal education, human rights, and
criminal procedure, and he has received three academic prizes for his writing.
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The traditional school could get along without any consistently developed philos-
ophy of education. About all it required in that line was a set of abstract words
like culture, discipline, our great cultural heritage, etc., actual guidance being
derived not from them but from custom and established routines.

John Dewey, Experience and Education 28 (1938)

The examination of legal education in a society provides a window on its legal

system. Here one sees the expression of basic attitudes about the law: what law is,

what lawyers do, how the system operates or how it should operate. Through legal

education the legal culture is transferred from generation to generation. Legal
education allows us to glimpse the future of the society.

J. H. Merryman, Legal Education There and Here:

A Comparison, 27 STAN. L. REV. 859 (1974-1975)

There is no discipline in the world so severe as the discipline of experience sub-
jected to the tests of intelligent development and direction.
John Dewey, Experience and Education go
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This book is dedicated to my mother MARY HUBBARD WILSON

who has waited all too long for her eldest son’s promised book.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107025615
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02561-5 — The Global Evolution of Clinical Legal Education
Richard J. Wilson

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents
Acknowledgements page xi
Introduction 1
The Global Clinical Revolution in Law 1
Other Contemporary Global Revolutions in Law and the
Legal Profession 2

Understudied Legal Education
The Lessons of Clinic and Other Experiential Learning

Contexts 7
Does Clinical Legal Education Do What it is Intended to Do? 13
The Project of this Book 27
1 A Global Tour of Legal Education’s Primary Teaching
Methods: The Persistence of Tradition 29
A Thumbnail Sketch of the Structure and Methods of Global
Legal Education 31

PART I ORIGINS

2 FEarly University Legal Education in the United States: A

Pedagogy of Practice from the Antebellum Period to 1917 56
Introduction: The University of Wisconsin College of Law,

1900-1920 56
The Context: Gilded Age to Progressive Era in the United

States, 1870-1917 59
Short Shrift in Legal History to the Pedagogies of Practice 64
Some Antebellum Efforts — Successful and Failed — of a

Pedagogy of Practice 67

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107025615
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02561-5 — The Global Evolution of Clinical Legal Education
Richard J. Wilson

Frontmatter

More Information

viil

Contents

Post-Civil War Pedagogies of Practice: Moot Courts, Practice
Courts, and Legal Drafting

The Earliest Legal Clinics: Dispensaries, Clinics, the Legal
Aid Connection, and the Roots of a Movement, 1870-1916

The Birth of the Law Clinic: A European Import?

The Earliest US Law Clinical Programs: Dispensaries and
Legal Aid Clinics

The Status of the Pedagogy of Practice on the Eve of
World War |

Why History Overlooks the Farly Pedagogy of Practice

The Clinical Model in Early US Medical Training: Why
Law Didn’t Follow

The Deep European Roots of Clinical Practice in Medicine
US Roots: Flexner and Johns Hopkins Lead the Way
Farly Clinical Methods in Medicine but Not in Law: Why?

Theory and Clinical Legal Education

The Carnegie Report and the Need for an Accepted Clinical
Theory in the United States

The Origin and Principles of Experiential Learning in the
United States: John Dewey

Early Educationalist Influence in US Medical School
Pedigogy

Flawed Attribution of Langdell’s Methods to Early
Educationalists

Is Experiential Learning Universal?

What the Global Clinical Community Can Learn from Early
Pedagogies of Practice

Conclusion

PART II GLOBAL REACH

Clinical Legal Education in Latin America

Legal Education in Latin America: An Overview

Review and Change in Latin American Legal Education
Early Active Teaching Movements in Latin America
Early Legal Clinics in Latin America: 1950-1995

A Second Wave of Clinical Development: 1995 to Present

72

86

88

103

106

112
113

114
117

125

126

128

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107025615
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02561-5 — The Global Evolution of Clinical Legal Education
Richard J. Wilson

Frontmatter

More Information

10

Contents

Case Study: Public Interest Law Clinics and the Latin
American Clinic Network

Clinical Legal Education in Central and Eastern Europe

History and Context

The Post-Soviet Introduction of Clinical Legal Education
Clinics Come of Age in Central and Eastern Europe
Case Study: Polish Clinical Legal Education

Clinical Legal Education in Africa

Africa’s Recent Colonial Heritage

Colonialism’s Legacy in Legal Education

Clinical Legal Education Emerges Together with Legal Aid
African Clinics Today: Nigeria Leads the Way

The Regional Work of HRDI in Southern Africa

Case Study: Clinical Legal Education in South Africa

Clinical Legal Education in East Asia

General Overview of East Asian Law

Legal Education in Fast Asia: Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, and Singapore

Reform: The Postgraduate Trend, Bar Passage Rates, and
Practical Training

Reforms: Clinical Legal Education in Fast Asia

Case Study: Clinical Legal Education in China

Clinical Legal Education in Central, Southeast and South
Asia, and the Pacific Island Nations

Reform of Legal Education in the Rest of Asia: Old and
New Collaborations

180

180
185
190

205

205
208
211
215
220
221

233
235

236
240

244
251

262

262

Regional Overview: BABSEA and Surprising Scholarship from

the 1970s

263

Common 1970s Roots of Clinics in Southern Asia: Philippines,

Indonesia, and Malaysia

Southeast Asia: Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, and
Vietnam

Central and South Asia: Pakistan, Bangladesh, Afghanistan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Mongolia

The South Pacific Islands

Case Study: The Philippines

266
270
277

281
283

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107025615
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02561-5 — The Global Evolution of Clinical Legal Education
Richard J. Wilson

Frontmatter

More Information

X Contents
11 Clinical Legal Education in the Middle East 287
Regional Overview 288
Donor Interest Begins after 2000 289
Israel and Palestine 201
Other Regional Developments 297
12 Clinical Legal Education in Continental Western Europe 301
The Unique Traditions of European Legal Education: Change
and Resistance 303
Opportunities for Innovation: The Bologna/Sorbonne Process,
or “Bologna 2.0” 308
The Explosion in Clinical Legal Education in Western Europe 314
Case Study: Clinical Legal Education in the Netherlands 323
Index 332

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107025615
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02561-5 — The Global Evolution of Clinical Legal Education
Richard J. Wilson

Frontmatter

More Information

Acknowledgements

This book was a very long time in coming, much longer than anticipated
when it was begun. Such is partly the nature of the business of a clinical law
school teacher-practitioner and professor at the same time. Only my taking of
emeritus status has permitted completion of the labor of love that is this book.
That passage of time means that this set of acknowledgements undoubtedly
misses some who have contributed significantly to the completion of this work.
To those not named here, my gratitude and apologies.

Much of the research for this work, particularly the historical portions,
was begun during a wonderful sabbatical year, with the fall semester spent
in residence at the Faculty of Law at the University of Utrecht, Faculty of
Law, Economics and Government, School of Human Rights Research, in
the Netherlands. My colleagues there, particularly Tom Zwart, Leo Zwaak,
and Brianne McGonigle Leyh, gave me the space and time to write while
assisting in the first stages of the school’s own pioneering clinic. During my
time in Europe, the Open Society Justice Initiative funded travel to Istanbul
and Budapest to interview many relevant actors on clinical issues. I was also
able to travel to Maastricht and Brussels through funds provided by programs
interested in clinics at universities in those cities. The spring semester of that
sabbatical year was spent as a Tillar House Sabbatical Fellow at the American
Society of International Law, in Washington, DC, where Betsy Anderson and
her staff welcomed me and supported my research in a lively and stimulating
environment.

A number of chapters in this book have benefited from presentation to
external and internal reviewers, particularly the international faculty of my
beloved Washington College of Law, and at the meeting of the Global
Alliance for Justice (GAJE) conference held in Valencia, Spain. My friend
and colleague Professor José Garcia Afion and his university in Valencia have
been particularly supportive over the years in advancing my scholarship. My

X1

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107025615
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-02561-5 — The Global Evolution of Clinical Legal Education
Richard J. Wilson

Frontmatter

More Information

xil Acknowledgements

work on clinical legal education outside of the United States has allowed me
to travel widely and frequently, often through the support of the Open Society
Justice Initiative’s Budapest office, directed by Zaza Namoradze, with support
on the clinical front from Marguerite Angelari. The US Agency for Interna-
tional Development has also funded numerous consulting missions on clini-
cal legal education, particularly in Latin America. Ulrich Stege, in his capac-
ity as Chair of the European Network for Clinical Education, also generously
shared information about developments in Europe. Finally, Mohamed Mat-
tar and his staff at the Protection Project, then based at the Johns Hopkins
School of Advanced International Studies, also supported my work in the Mid-
dle East. My deepest thanks to all of those people and their organizations for
their commitment to a new vision of legal education.

A great deal of credit is owed to the support of the Washington College of
Law and its immediate past dean Claudio Grossman who generously funded
this research through summer stipends and conference travel. The library
staff, particularly Professor Bill Ryan, were stalwarts in finding even the most
obscure and ancient materials, always quickly and efficiently. My home base
at the law school has always been my clinical teaching community, which
works collaboratively, holding to a shared vision of a better world for stu-
dents and clients served by our program. In particular, I have benefited from
the wisdom and advice of the clinic’s director Professor Bob Dinerstein, and
my cherished friendships with Professors Elliott Milstein and Ann Shalleck.
Thank you all. Student research and organizing assistance has been invalu-
able, and while I'm sure I will miss a few who have contributed, special thanks
go to Amy Smith, Zac Ista, Michal Kaufer, Marina Barakatt, Emily Singer-
Hurwitz, Whitney-Ann Mulhouser, and especially to Layla Medina, whose
citation skills are unparalleled.

This book would never have happened without the unstinting love and
support of my wife, Ann, and my family, who have seen me disappear into the
office on all too many occasions. If a writer’s work is always solitary, I have
never felt alone on this journey. Loving thanks to you all.

Richard J. Wilson

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107025615
www.cambridge.org

