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THE SAINTE-CHAPELLE AND THE CONSTRUCTION
OF SACRAL MONARCHY

This book offers a novel perspective on one of the most important monuments of
French Gothic architecture, the Sainte-Chapelle, constructed in Paris by King Louis
[X of France between 1239 and 1248 especially to hold and to celebrate Christ's
crown of thorns. Meredith Cohen argues that the chapel'’s architecture, decoration,
and use conveyed the notion of sacral kingship to its audience in Paris and in greater
Europe, thereby implicitly elevating the French king to the level of suzerain, and
establishing an early visual precedent for the political theory of royal sovereignty. By
setting the chapel within its broader urban and royal contexts, this book offers new
insight into royal representation and the rise of Paris as a political and cultural capital
in the thirteenth century.

Meredith Cohen is assistant professor of art history at the University of California,
Los Angeles (UCLA). She specializes in the art, architecture, and urban development
of high medieval Europe, particularly in France and England. She has published arti-
cles on the Sainte-Chapelle, the Court Style, medieval Paris, nineteenth-century res-
toration, and the historiography of Gothic architecture. In addition, she has edited
a series of interdisciplinary volumes on medieval history and culture. In 2010, she
curated an exhibition (with Xavier Dectot) on medieval Paris at the Musée national
du Moyen Age. She has received fellowships and grants from the British Academy,
the Chateaubriand Foundation, the Graham Foundation, the Société des Professeurs
de Francais et Francophones d'Amérique, the Whiting Foundation, and UCLA for
her research. In 2003 Cohen founded the International Medieval Society of Paris,
an interdisciplinary scholarly society based in Paris, and served as its president
until 2013.
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Plate I. Limbourg Brothers, "June,” Trés Riches Heures de Jean, Duc de Berry, ca. 1416.
Musée Condé, Chantilly, MS. 65, fol. 6v. Photo: René Gabriel Ojéda © RMN-Grand Palais/Art Resource, NY.
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Plate II. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, exterior from south. Photo: David Bordes © Centre des monuments nationaux, Paris.
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Plate IIl. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, exterior from southwest. Photo: Jean Feuillie
© Centre des monuments nationaux, Paris.
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Plate IV. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, interior of upper chapel. Photo: David Bordes
© Centre des monuments nationaux, Paris.

Plate V. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, interior of lower chapel. Photo: Bruno Acloque
© Centre des monuments nationaux, Paris.
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Plate VI. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, lower chapel, plan by author.
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Plate VII. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, upper chapel, plan by author.

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107025578
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-02557-8 — The Sainte-Chapelle and the Construction of Sacral Monarchy
Meredith Cohen

Frontmatter

More Information

Plate VIII. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, interior, lower chapel, dado. Photo: Author.

Plate IX. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, interior, upper chapel, dado. Photo: Bruno Acloque
© Centre des monuments nationaux, Paris.
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Plate X. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, upper chapel portal. Photo: Jean Feuillie
© Centre des monuments nationaux, Paris.
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Plate XI. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, lower chapel portal. Photo: Bruno Acloque
© Centre des monuments nationaux, Paris.
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Plate XII. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, upper chapel, Royal window, detail, “Translation of the Relics.”

Photo: Bruno Acloque © Centre des monuments nationaux, Paris.
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Plate XIII. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, upper chapel, Royal window, detail, “Ostentation of the Crown of Thorns."

Photo: Bruno Acloque © Centre des monuments nationaux, Paris.
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Plate XIV. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, upper chapel, Numbers window, detail, “Coronation of a King."

Photo: Bruno Acloque © Centre des monuments nationaux, Paris.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107025578
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment

978-1-107-02557-8 — The Sainte-Chapelle and the Construction of Sacral Monarchy
Meredith Cohen

Frontmatter

More Information

Plate XV. "Doll's house” view of the Sainte-Chapelle showing exterior staircase.
Breviary of Chateauroux, Bibliotheque municipale, MS 2, fol. 350v.
Photo: © IRHT-CNRS, Paris.
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Plate XVI. Paris, Sainte-Chapelle, upper chapel, interior, tribune.
Photo: David Bordes © Centre des monuments nationaux, Paris.
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