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This book analyzes the political culture of the American Sunbelt
since the end of World War IL It highlights and explains the
Sunbelt’s emergence during the second half of the twentieth
century as the undisputed geographic epicenter for conservative
Republican power in the United States. However, the book
also investigates the ongoing nature of political contestation
within the postwar Sunbelt, often highlighting the underappre-
ciated persistence of liberal and progressive influences across
the region. Sean P. Cunningham argues that the conservative
Republican ascendancy that many have identified as almost
synonymous with the rise of the postwar American Sunbelt
was hardly an easy, unobstructed victory march. Rather, it
was consistently challenged and never foreordained. The
history of American politics in the postwar Sunbelt resembles
a rollercoaster of partisan and ideological adaptation and
transformation.

Sean P. Cunningham is Associate Professor of History at Texas
Tech University. A decorated teacher, he holds a Ph.D. in
Modern American History from the University of Florida and
teaches broadly in twentieth-century U.S. history, while specia-
lizing in the history of post—-1945 American political culture.
His first book, Cowboy Conservatism: Texas and the Rise of
the Modern Right, was published in 20710.
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Cambridge Essential Histories is devoted to introducing critical
events, periods, or individuals in history to students. Volumes in
this series emphasize narrative as a means of familiarizing students
with historical analysis. In this series leading scholars focus on topics
in European, American, Asian, Latin American, Middle Eastern,
African, and world history through thesis-driven, concise volumes
designed for survey and upper-division undergraduate history courses.
The books contain an introduction that acquaints readers with the
historical event and reveals the book’s thesis; narrative chapters that
cover the chronology of the event or problem; and a concluding
summary that provides the historical interpretation and analysis.
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