Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02438-0 - Political Conflict in Western Europe
Hanspeter Kriesi, Edgar Grande, Martin Dolezal, Marc Helbling, Dominic Höglinger, Swen Hutter
and Bruno Wüest
Frontmatter
More information

|

Political Conflict in Western Europe

What are the consequences of globalization for the structure of political
conflicts in Western Europe? How are political conflicts organized and
articulated in the twenty-first century? And how does the transformation
of territorial boundaries affect the scope and content of political conflicts?
This book sets out to answer these questions by analysing the results of a
study of national and European electoral campaigns, protest events and
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seen to be the driving force of the restructuring of West European politics,
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coalitions that are shaping up under the impact of globalization extend to
state actors, interest groups and social movement organizations, and how
the new conflicts are framed by the various actors involved.
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b r u n o w ü e s t is a research fellow in the Institute of Political Science at
the University of Zurich.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02438-0 - Political Conflict in Western Europe
Hanspeter Kriesi, Edgar Grande, Martin Dolezal, Marc Helbling, Dominic Höglinger, Swen Hutter
and Bruno Wüest
Frontmatter
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02438-0 - Political Conflict in Western Europe
Hanspeter Kriesi, Edgar Grande, Martin Dolezal, Marc Helbling, Dominic Höglinger, Swen Hutter
and Bruno Wüest
Frontmatter
More information

Political Conflict
in Western Europe
hanspeter kriesi, edgar grande,
martin dolezal, marc helbling,
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Preface and acknowledgments

This book is the second major outcome of an exciting scientific
collaboration on the political consequences of globalization that
started in the early 2000s. It continues and builds upon the work of
West European Politics in the Age of Globalization, in which we
examined the emergence of a new cleavage and the transformation
of party systems in six West European countries (Austria, France,
Germany, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and the UK). In a somewhat
different composition, the two teams of political scientists at the
universities of Zurich and Munich have extended the analysis of the
restructuration of West European politics in the years from 2005 until
the end of 2009. The team leaders – Hanspeter Kriesi and Edgar
Grande – are still the same. From the original team, Martin Dolezal
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Höglinger, Swen Hutter, and Bruno Wüest have joined the team for the
second phase of the project, on which the analyses we present in this
volume are based. For this second phase, we again received generous
support from the German Research Foundation (SFB 536 – Project C5),
and from the Swiss National Science Foundation (100017–111756).
For the present volume, we collected fresh data on national elections, which we now cover up to and including 2007. In addition, we
extended our analysis in three directions: we added European elections to the national elections, we included political protest in our
analyses, and we innovated by adding in-depth analyses of three issuespecific debates. These debates cover issues that are related to our key
hypothesis that globalization is restructuring the national political
space – immigration, European integration, and economic liberalism.
Compared to the previous study, we pay less attention to the demand
side of politics, and predominantly focus on the supply side – the
election campaigns at both the national and the European level,
protest events in the protest arena, and the contents of the public
debates among the political elites in the period 2004–06.
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