
The Defortification of the German City, 1689–1866

In the early modern period, all German cities were fortified places. Because
contemporary jurists defined “city” as a coherent social body in a protected
place, the urban environment had to be physically separate from the surrounding
countryside. This separation was crucial to guaranteeing the city’s commercial,
political, and legal privileges. Fortifications were therefore essential for any settle-
ment to be termed a city. This book tells the story of German cities’ metamorphoses
from walled to defortified places between 1689 and 1866. Using a wealth of orig-
inal sources, The Defortification of the German City, 1689–1866, discusses one of the
most significant moments in the emergence of the modern city: the dramatic and
often traumatic demolition of the city’s centuries-old fortifications and the creation
of the open city.

Yair Mintzker is Assistant Professor of European History at Princeton University.
His PhD dissertation won the Elizabeth Spilman Rosenfield Prize of Stanford’s
Department of History in 2009 and the Friends of the German Historical Institute’s
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Open us a gate
Even as a gate is closing

Neilah le-Yom Kippur
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4 The Road to Lunéville, 1791–1801 103

5 Collapse, 1801–1815 137

part iii: after the deluge, 1815–1866

6 Restoration’s Boundaries: Fortress, Home Town, Metropolis,
1815–1848 185

7 A Modern City, 1848–1866 225

Bibliography 257

Index 277

ix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02403-8 - The Defortification of the German City, 1689–1866
Yair Mintzker
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107024038
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02403-8 - The Defortification of the German City, 1689–1866
Yair Mintzker
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107024038
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Illustrations

1 Central Europe with major German regions and cities, ca. 1700. page xvi
2 Distribution of fortified cities, with a population of more than

1,000 inhabitants, in early eighteenth-century central Europe. 19
3 Hans Burgkmair, The Holy Roman Empire with Head and Limbs

(Quaternionenadler), ca. 1530. 23
4 The entrance to Frankfurt am Main from the south, ca. 1730. 24
5 The Crown of the Holy Roman Emperor. 36
6 Abraham Bosse, frontispiece of Thomas Hobbes’s Leviathan

(detail, 1651). 54
7 Topographical and political map of the Upper and Middle Rhine

in the eighteenth century. 58
8 Karlsruhe, ca. 1730. 67
9 German cities by fortification type, ca. 1700. 87

10 Ysni (Swabia), ca. 1670. 87
11 Defortification cases by period. 88
12 Defortification density in Germany, 1689–1715. 90
13 Defortification density in Germany, 1715–1789. 91
14 Defortification density in Germany, 1789–1815. 92
15 Distribution of defortifications in Germany by year, 1789–1815. 100
16 The burgher’s love is the strongest wall (1825). 126
17 Life, Death, and Gravestone of the Brückenturm. 141
18 Patriotism of the Frankfurt burghers by the demolition of the

walls (1805). 151
19 James Gillray, The Surrender of Ulm – or, – Bonaparte & General

Mack, coming to right understanding (1805). 189
20 Carl Spitzweg, Es war einmal (1845/50). 211
21 Map of Vienna, 1857. 221
22 The demolition of Vienna’s walls as a caricature. 237
23 The demolition of Nuremberg’s fortifications, ca. 1870. 241

xi

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02403-8 - The Defortification of the German City, 1689–1866
Yair Mintzker
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107024038
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02403-8 - The Defortification of the German City, 1689–1866
Yair Mintzker
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107024038
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Acknowledgments

It takes a village to raise a child, goes the old saying, and the same is surely
also true for writing one’s first book. It gives me great pleasure to thank
those individuals and institutions that helped me in writing mine.

My greatest thanks go to James J. Sheehan, my PhD advisor at Stan-
ford, who followed this project from beginning to end, and whose advice,
encouragement, and critique shaped this book and the kind of historian I
am in innumerable ways. Many thanks also to other members of the history
faculty at Stanford who have contributed so much to my intellectual devel-
opment over the years: Paul Robinson, Carolyn Lougee-Chapell, Paula
Findlen, and especially Keith Baker. Jelena Batinic, Daniela Blei, Andrew
Gradman, Kevin Hilke, Roz Route, Julia Sarreal, and Kari Zimmerman
read previous drafts of this book. I am most grateful for their comments. As
I was writing this book, I also benefited from the advice of David Bell, Peter
Brown, Dan Diner, Michael Gordin, Tony Grafton, Carla Hesse, William
Chester Jordan, Tom Laqueur, Ted Rabb, Barbara Stollberg-Rilinger,
Wendy Warren, Eric Weitz, and the two anonymous readers of the
manuscript for Cambridge University Press. Much of what is good about
the following pages I owe directly to all these individuals; the book’s short-
comings, needless to say, are my own.

The research and writing of this book were funded by Stanford’s history
department, the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the Ms.
Giles Whiting Foundation, the Stanford Humanities Center, the American
Council on Germany, Princeton’s history department, and the Institute for
Advanced Study in Princeton. I am deeply grateful for this remarkably
generous support. Visiting close to two dozen archives, I also benefited
from the knowledge and advice of many archivists, curators, and librarians.
Special thanks go to Rainer Braun (Munich), Kurt Westtengl (Frankfurt am
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Figure 1. Central Europe with major German regions and cities, ca. 1700
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