
Unequal Political Participation Worldwide

Highly educated citizens vote at much lower rates than less
educated citizens in some countries. By contrast, electoral par-
ticipation exhibits no such bias in other countries as diverse
as Spain, Denmark, and South Korea. This book describes the
levels of unequal participation in thirty-six countries world-
wide, examines possible causes of this phenomenon, and dis-
cusses its consequences. Aina Gallego illustrates how elec-
toral procedures, party and media systems, unionization, and
income inequality impact unequal participation through an
original combination of cross-national survey data and survey
experiments.

Aina Gallego is a Ramon y Cajal Fellow (Assistant Professor)
at the Barcelona Institute of International Studies. She com-
pleted her doctoral dissertation at the Autonomous University
of Barcelona in 2008, and she was a postdoctoral scholar at
Stanford University and the Spanish High Research Council.
Her research focuses on several aspects of democratic repre-
sentation, including inequalities in voter turnout and political
participation, the formation of political preferences, and the
effects of electoral systems and income inequality on political
behavior.
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The Centro de Investigaciones Sociológicas (CIS) is an indepen-
dent entity assigned to the Ministry of the Presidency. Its main
remit is to contribute scientific knowledge to Spanish society.

The CIS gathers the necessary data for research in disparate fields,
from trends in public opinion to applied research. Hence, the
CIS is responsible for carrying out studies that provide accurate
diagnoses to guide the work of the public authorities in charge
of the different administrations.

The CIS is known mainly for carrying out surveys that allow
advances to be made in the knowledge of Spanish society and
its evolution over time. However, it also performs other tasks
in supporting training and research within the sphere of the social
sciences.

CIS publications (the Revista Española de Investigaciones
Sociológicas, REIS) and various collections of books are a basic
channel for research dissemination that contributes to scientific
knowledge on society.
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comments and encouraged me to write this book. André Blais,
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Many other scholars discussed parts of this project and pro-
vided comments and encouragement including Guillem Rico,
Mark Franklin, Xavier Fernandez, Eduard Bonet, Pedro Riera,
Matthew Shugart, Alan Renwick, William Jacoby, Miki Caul
Kittilson, Sarah Birch, Carol Galais, Mónica Méndez, Jennifer
Wilkins, Nancy Bermeo, Laia Jorba, Michele Micheletti, Agustı́
Bosch, Mar Reguant, Zoe Lefkofridi, Willem Saris, Maria José
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