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primarily at advanced students and faculty, and is designed to complement the
monograph series Cambridge Studies in Medieval Life and Thought. It includes
both chronological and thematic approaches and addresses both British and
European topics.

For a list of titles in the series, see www.cambridge.org/medievaltextbooks
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While it hopes to contribute to scholarly conversations about
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with an eye to student use. Wherever possible, I have used primary
sources readily available in English translation, including some that
exist online. On rare occasions, I have provided my own transla-
tions from the original language, and these are identified in the
notes. Footnotes have been kept to a minimum, and normally
accompany only direct quotation from primary sources. I encourage
readers to consult not only the “For further reading” section at the end
of the book, but also the fuller, traditional bibliography available on the
book’s website.

Perhaps fittingly, this book is unorthodox in its use of diacritical
marks for transliterated words. For readability, I follow the model of
Fred M. Donner, Muhammed and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam
(Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2010)
in including only those for ‘ayn (*) and hamza ().

References to the Hebrew Bible and to the New Testament are
from M. D. Coogan, M. Z. Brettler, C. A. Newsom, and P. Perkins
(eds.), The New Oxford Annotated Bible, New Revised Standard
Version, third edn. (Oxford University Press, 2007). References to
the Qur’an are from The Qur’an, trans. M. A. S. Abdel Haleem
(Oxford University Press, 2008).
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