
THE CONCEPTUAL REPRESENTATION
OF CONSCIOUSNESS

Consciousness is familiar to us first hand, yet difficult to understand.
This book concerns six basic concepts of consciousness exercised in
ordinary English. The first is the interpersonal meaning and requires
at least two people involved in relation to one another. The second is a
personal meaning, having to do with one’s own perspective on the
kind of person one is and the life one is leading. The third meaning
has reference simply to one’s being occurrently aware of something or
as though of something. The fourth narrows the preceding sense to
one’s having direct occurrent awareness of happenings in one’s own
experiential stream. The fifth is the unitive meaning of consciousness
and has reference to those portions of one’s stream that one
self-appropriates to make up one’s conscious being. The last is the
general-state meaning and picks out the general operating mode in
which we most often function.

Thomas Natsoulas is an emeritus professor of psychology at the
University of California, Davis, and a fellow of the Association for
Psychological Science and the American Psychological Association.
He is the author of Consciousness and Perceptual Experience
(Cambridge University Press, 2013).
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As always for my good friend, wise counselor, and darling
wife Popi Levenderis of Symi, Greece
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