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ARISTOTLE’S E T H I C S AND
MORAL RESPONSIBILITY

Aristotle’s Ethics develops a complex theory of the qualities which
make for a good human being, and for several decades there has been
intense discussion about whether Aristotle’s theory of voluntariness,
outlined in the Ethics, actually delineates what modern thinkers would
recognise as a theory of moral responsibility. Javier Echeñique presents
a novel account of Aristotle’s discussion of voluntariness, arguing –
against the interpretation by Arthur Adkins, and that inspired by Peter
Strawson – that he developed an original and compelling theory of
moral responsibility and that this theory has contributed in important
ways to our understanding of coercion, ignorance and violence. His
study will be valuable for a wide range of readers interested in Aristotle
and in ancient ethics more broadly.

javier echeñique is an associate professor at the Institute of
Philosophy at the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile.
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Analytica Posteriora: An. Post.
Analytica Priora: An. Pr.
Ars Rhetorica: Rhet.
Categoriae: Cat.
De Anima: De An.
De Caelo: Cael.
De Generatione et Corruptione: GC
De Motu Animalium: MA.
De Sophisticis Elenchis: Soph. El.
De Virtutibus et Vitiis: De Virt. (spurious)
Ethica Eudemia: EE
Ethica Nicomachea: EN
Magna Moralia: MM (disputed authorship)
Metaphysica: Met.
Physica: Phys.
Poetica: Poet.
Politica: Pol.
Topica: Top.
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