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PREFACE

Demosthenesu as an emerging political leader between ǸǺǶ and ǸǹǶ 56u
delivered a series of fiery speeches to the collected citizenry of Athens in
its democratic Assembly. In these speeches he attacked the Macedonian
king Philip ii as an aggressive imperialist bent on destroying Athens and
its way of life. The surviving written texts are the only extant examples of
actual Athenian Assembly speeches. This volume presents the Greek text
of five of these speechesu with introduction and commentary. In them we
can see how the foremost politician of the day presented his arguments to
the people who made policy decisions in the Assemblyu and how he evenv
tually persuaded the voters to support his doomed militaristic position in
preference to the more pragmatic stance of accommodation advocated by
his political opponents. These speeches are not only invaluable sources for
the ideology and political history of this crucial period; they are the best
examples of persuasive rhetoric in action fromdemocratic Athens. Demosv
thenes was an admired master of Greek prose styleu and in these speeches
he developed a deliberativemode that utilized striking sentence structures
and dense metaphorical imagery to build and reinforce his arguments.

The primary audience for this book are advanced students who may
have little experience with Demosthenic Greek. The notes are designed
to elucidate this di2cult text so that they can read and appreciate its disv
tinctive style. Furthermoreu since we lack recent commentaries intended
for specialistsu I have also endeavored to address some of the concerns of
scholarly readers; my notes consider politicalu culturalu and literary history
and aim to provide references to key discussions and sources.

The speeches are presented here in the traditional sequenceu which
places the first Philippic of ǸǺǶ after theOlynthiacs of ǸǹǾ/ǽ. I have decided
to keep this order because the Olynthiacs are shorteru and students may
find it more manageable to begin with them before reading the longer
Philippics. As an accommodationu this volumeps notes on the first Olyn-
thiac are deliberately simpler and less specialized than the commentaries
on the other speeches. Ample crossvreferences link the notesu and I hope
those will forestall any chronological confusion arising from my decision
to begin with the Olynthiacs.

It has takenme almost as long to write this book as it took Demosthenes
to develop the series of speeches. Along the way I have received much
help and supportu and it is a pleasure to acknowledge friendsu colleaguesu
and benefactors. In ǷǵǶǷ I received support from the Margo Tytus Visitv
ing Scholars Program at the University of Cincinnatiu and I wish to thank
Getzel Cohen for his hospitalityu and the sta1 of the John Miller Burnam
Classics Libraryu who have welcomed my repeated and ongoing visits to

ix
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x PREFACE

Cincinnati. I am also grateful for a ǷǵǶǷ fellowship award from the Loeb
Classical Library Foundation. The book was finished in ǷǵǶǼ thanks to a
visiting fellowship at University College Oxfordu and I am especially gratev
ful to William Allan for welcoming me in Oxford. Along the way I have
received continued generous support from Allegheny College: I wish to
thank the Collegeps Academic Support Committee; the History Departv
ment for grants from the Jonathan E. and Nancy L. Helmreich History
Research Fund and the Bruce Harrison Fund; and most of allu the Frank
T. McClure endowment for a professorship in Greek and Latin. This supv
port has given me regular time in research librariesu without which I could
not have written the book. I am grateful to the sta1 of Widener Library at
Harvardu the Institute of Classical Studiesu and the Fondation Hardt.

Colleagues have given vital feedback on work in progress. The ǷǵǵǾ
Classical Commentary Writers Workshop came at a formative momentu
and I thank especially Douglas Olsonu Alex Sensu and William Race. Ariv
ana Traill sent speedy responses to library queriesu and invited me in ǷǵǶǷ
to present at the University of Illinois at UrbanavChampaignu where Kirk
Sanders welcomed me in his seminar on Greek oratory. More recentlyu
Nigel Wilson helpfully discussed Demosthenesp publication and afterlife;
Antonis Kotsonas suggested bibliography; and Mirko Canevaro answered
queries and shared work in progress. Edward Harrisu toou sent forthcomv
ing worku and gave quick and thorough comments on each section of
the book. Thanks to Christopher Pelling for helpful suggestions. Carolin
Hahnemann carefully read sections and helped shape my purpose and
method. Above allu the series editors have been prompt and constructive
critics; I am grateful to Neil Hopkinson and Richard Hunter for detailed
commentsu and especially to Pat Easterling for welcoming the proposal
and support too along the way.

Thanks to all who have helped me improve this book. The remaining
weaknesses are my responsibility. I am also responsible for its appearance;
I have typeset it with open source software; thanks are due to the creators
of X ETEXu a unicode version of TEXu and of the 87ą46 and Eplain extenv
sions. I am also grateful toMichael Sharp andMary Bongiovi at Cambridge
University Pressu and to John Jacobs for his careful copyediting.

My greatest personal debts are to Robin Orttungu who gave much to
make it possible for me to complete this worku and to Albert Henrichsu
with whom I first read these speechesu and who provided feedback and
inspiration as the work progressed. We miss him very much.
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