
Contents

List of figures [page viii]
Preface [xiii]
List of abbreviations [xv]

1 Introduction [1]

2 Contextualising a ‘foreign’ dynasty [7]

3 Septimius Severus, Liber Pater and Hercules [32]

4 Medical tourism and iconographic dialogues in the reign of
Caracalla [110]

5 Elagabalus, summus sacerdos Elagabali [164]

6 Severus Alexander and the re-founding of Rome [219]

Conclusion: Divine ideology in the Severan dynasty [246]

Appendix 1: Silver reverse types from Trajan to Severus
Alexander [253]

Appendix 2: Reverse silver dies of the ‘stone on quadriga’ type of
Elagabalus [258]

Appendix 3: List of hoards used [260]

Bibliography [265]
Index [298]

vii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02012-2 - Under Divine Auspices: Divine Ideology and the Visualisation of Imperial Power in the
Severan Period
Clare Rowan
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107020122
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Figures

1. Aureus of Septimius Severus with Liber Pater and Hercules. © Trustees
of the British Museum. [page 2]

2. Denarius of Pertinax displaying a caduceus with corn ears. © Trustees
of the British Museum. [35]

3. Aureus of Clodius Albinus with a radiate figure. From Numismatica
Ars Classica NAC Ag, Auction 24, lot 127. [36]

4. Aureus of Clodius Albinus with Baal Hammon. © Trustees of the
British Museum. [37]

5. Denarius (reverse) of Septimius Severus with Liber Pater. © Trustees of
the British Museum. [43]

6. Silver Liber Pater types of Severus (AD 194–198) as represented in
hoards. [43]

7. Reverse silver types of Septimius Severus as represented in
hoards. [44]

8. Denarius (reverse) of Septimius Severus displaying Hercules.
© Trustees of the British Museum. [46]

9. Silver Hercules types of Severus (AD 196–198) as represented in
hoards. [46]

10. Aureus of Caracalla with a ship surrounded by animals. © Trustees of
the British Museum. [52]

11. Denarius of the moneyer M. Sanquinius. © Trustees of the British
Museum. [55]

12. Denarius of Domitian displaying a saecular ludio. © Trustees of the
British Museum. [56]

13. Denarius of Domitian with a ludio. © Trustees of the British
Museum. [56]

14. As of Caracalla displaying Liber Pater and Hercules. © Trustees of the
British Museum. [57]

15. Aureus of Septimius Severus with Liber Pater and Hercules. © Trustees
of the British Museum. [58]

16. Sestertius of Septimius Severus displaying a sacrificial scene.
© Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. [59]

viii

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02012-2 - Under Divine Auspices: Divine Ideology and the Visualisation of Imperial Power in the
Severan Period
Clare Rowan
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107020122
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


17. Aureus of Augustus showing the distribution of suffimenta. © Trustees
of the British Museum. [61]

18. Sestertius of Domitian showing the distribution of suffimenta.
© Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge. [61]

19. Aes coin of Geta showing the distribution of suffimenta. © Fitzwilliam
Museum, Cambridge. [62]

20. Aureus of Caracalla displaying Hercules dining with Potitius and
Pinarius. From Leu Numismatik Ag, Auction 93, lot 68. [72]

21. Aureus of Geta displaying the marriage of Bacchus and Ariadne and the
legend PONTIF COS. FromClassical Numismatic Group, Triton IX, lot
1526 (www.cngcoins.com). [73]

22. Denarius of Septimius Severus with Dea Caelestis. Photo courtesy of the
Australian Centre for Ancient Numismatic Studies. [78]

23. Silver Indulgentia Augg in Carth types of Severus and Caracalla
(AD 202–210) as represented in hoards. [79]

24. Severus’ reverse silver types of AD 207, as represented in hoards. [83]
25. The Severan quadrifons at Lepcis Magna. Photograph by Bob

Snow. [85]
26. The ‘triumphal’ relief from the Severan quadrifons at Lepcis Magna.

Photograph by Bob Snow. [87]
27. The ‘dextrarum iunctio’ relief from the Severan quadrifons at Lepcis

Magna. Photograph by Bob Snow. [91]
28. Sestertius (reverse) of Caracalla showing Caracalla and Geta clasping

hands. © Trustees of the British Museum. [92]
29. The ‘sacrificial’ relief from the Severan quadrifons at Lepcis Magna.

Photograph by Bob Snow. [93]
30. ‘Capitoline Triad’ relief from the Severan quadrifons at Lepcis Magna.

Photograph by Bob Snow. [95]
31. Inner sacrifice relief from the Severan quadrifons at Lepcis Magna.

Photograph by Bob Snow. [96]
32. Inner relief from the Severan quadrifons possibly displaying

Lepcitanian cultic activity. BSR Archive, Ward-Perkins collection,
wplib-48.XXIX.10. [98]

33. The Severan basilica in Lepcis Magna. Photograph by Bob
Snow. [100]

34. North-west keystone of the Arch of Severus in the Roman forum.
Photograph by author. [105]

35. Representation of Hercules on the arch of the argentarii. Photograph by
author. [107]

List of figures ix

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02012-2 - Under Divine Auspices: Divine Ideology and the Visualisation of Imperial Power in the
Severan Period
Clare Rowan
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107020122
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


36. Silver Neptune types of Severus (AD 209–211) as represented in
hoards. [109]

37. Reverse silver types of Caracalla (joint rule with Severus) as represented
in hoards. [111]

38. Reverse silver types of Caracalla (sole rule) as represented in
hoards. [112]

39. Denarius of Caracalla with Apollo. From UBS Gold and Numismatics
Ag, Auction 78, lot 1765. [117]

40. Caracalla’s reverse types from AD 214, as represented in
hoards. [118]

41. Caracalla’s reverse types from AD 215, as represented in
hoards. [118]

42. Bronze of Herennius Etruscus from Colophon. Yale University Art
Gallery, Ruth Elizabeth White Fund. [123]

43. Sestertius of Caracalla displaying Aesculapius. © Trustees of the British
Museum. [129]

44. Aureus of Caracalla showing the emperor sacrificing at a temple of
Aesculapius. © Trustees of the British Museum. [130]

45. Coin of Caracalla from Pergamum showing the emperor on horseback
before a statue of Aesculapius. From Classical Numismatic Group,
Triton XV, lot 1383 (www.cngcoins.com). [133]

46. Coin of Pergamum showing the city’s three neokorate temples.
© Trustees of the British Museum. [134]

47. Aureus of Caracalla displaying Sarapis. © Trustees of the British
Museum. [139]

48. Aureus of Caracalla displaying Sarapis. © Trustees of the British
Museum. [139]

49. Denarius of Domitian displaying Sarapis seated in a temple. © Trustees
of the British Museum. [140]

50. Silver Sarapis types of Caracalla (AD 212–217) as represented in
hoards. [141]

51. Alexandrian coin showing Sarapis crowning Caracalla with a wreath.
© Trustees of the British Museum. [150]

52. Coin of Philippopolis displaying the emperor in adventus. From
Gorny & Mosch Giessener Münzhandlung GmbH, Auction 146,
lot 307. [155]

53. Coin of Philippopolis showing the emperor sacrificing to Apollo. From
Classical Numismatic Group, Male Bid Sale 69, lot 944 (www.cngcoins.
com). [156]

x List of figures

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02012-2 - Under Divine Auspices: Divine Ideology and the Visualisation of Imperial Power in the
Severan Period
Clare Rowan
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107020122
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


54. Coin of Nicaea showing Sarapis crowning Caracalla. FromNumismatik
Lanz München, Auction 102, lot 761. [158]

55. Coin of Nicaea with Tyche standing between Liber Pater and Hercules.
Reproduced from H. Lindgren & F.L. Kovacs, Ancient Bronze Coins of
Asia Minor and the Levant, pl. 6, no. 143. [159]

56. Reverse silver types of Elagabalus as represented in hoards. [166]
57. Aureus of Elagabalus with the sacred Emesene stone in a quadriga.

© Trustees of the British Museum. [177]
58. Coin of Aelia Capitolina showing the Emesene stone in a quadriga.

© Trustees of the British Museum. [179]
59. Coin of Anazarbus showing the Emesene stone in a quadriga. From

Numismatik Lanz München, Auction 117, lot 1004. [179]
60. Coin of Neapolis showing the Emesene stone. © Fitzwilliam Museum,

Cambridge. [180]
61. Antoninianus of Elagabalus with the Emesene stone in a quadriga.

From Numismatica Ars Classica NAC Ag, Auction 29, lot 596. [181]
62. The Vigna Barberini complex. Drawing by N. André in collaboration

with F. Villedieu, CNRS, France. [192]
63. Reconstruction of the Elagabalium complex. Drawing by P. Veltri in

collaboration with F. Villedieu, CNRS, France. [193]
64. Medallion of Elagabalus showing the Elagabalium on the Palatine.

Münzkabinett der Staatlichen Museen zu Berlin, picture courtesy of the
Münzkabinett online catalogue, photography by Fotostudio Lübke &
Wiedemann, Stuttgart and Reinhard Saczewski, Münzkabinett. [193]

65. Medallion of Elagabalus. © Trustees of the British Museum. [195]
66. Capital of Elagabal. Photograph by author. [199]
67. Aureus of Elagabalus with the Emesene stone in a quadriga. © Trustees

of the British Museum. [204]
68. Denarius of Elagabalus. Yale University Art Gallery, Ruth Elizabeth

White Fund with the assistance of Ben Lee Damsky. [207]
69. Aureus of Elagabalus. From Numismatica Ars Classica NAC Ag,

Auction 54, lot 514. [208]
70. Silver types showing Elagabalus as Emesene high priest, as represented

in hoards. [211]
71. Reverse silver types of Julia Soaemias as represented in hoards. [216]
72. Reverse silver types of Julia Maesa as represented in hoards. [217]
73. Reverse silver types of Severus Alexander as represented in

hoards. [223]
74. Medallion of Severus Alexander showing the Temple of Jupiter Ultor.

© Trustees of the British Museum. [224]

List of figures xi

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02012-2 - Under Divine Auspices: Divine Ideology and the Visualisation of Imperial Power in the
Severan Period
Clare Rowan
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107020122
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


75. Aureus of Severus Alexander with Jupiter. © Trustees of the British
Museum. [225]

76. Aureus of Severus Alexander with Jupiter. © Trustees of the British
Museum. [228]

77. Silver Jupiter types of Severus Alexander as represented in
hoards. [229]

78. Medallion of Severus Alexander showing the emperor sacrificing
to Jupiter. From Numismatik Lanz München, Auction 100,
lot 185. [230]

79. Aureus of Severus Alexander with Jupiter hurling a thunderbolt.
© Trustees of the British Museum. [231]

80. Silver Mars types of Severus Alexander as represented in
hoards. [234]

81. Denarius of Severus Alexander. From H. D. Rauch GmbH, Mail Bid
Sale 10, lot 610. [236]

82. Coin of Anazarbus showing Severus Alexander sacrificing before a
temple. From Classical Numismatic Group, Mail Bid Sale 69, lot 1077
(www.cngcoins.com). [239]

83. Dupondius of Severus Alexander. Yale University Art Gallery, Transfer
from Sterling Memorial Library, Yale University. [241]

84. Silver Sol types of Severus Alexander as represented in hoards. [243]
85. Trajan’s silver coinage in the Reka-Devnia hoard. [253]
86. Hadrian’s silver coinage in the Reka-Devnia hoard. [254]
87. Antoninus Pius’ silver coinage in the Reka-Devnia hoard. [254]
88. Marcus Aurelius’ silver coinage in the Reka-Devnia hoard. [255]
89. Commodus’ silver coinage in the Reka-Devnia hoard. [255]
90. Septimius Severus’ silver coinage in the Reka-Devnia hoard. [256]
91. Caracalla’s silver coinage in the Reka-Devnia hoard. [256]
92. Elagabalus’ silver coinage in the Reka-Devnia hoard. [257]
93. Severus Alexander’s silver coinage in the Reka-Devnia hoard. [257]

xii List of figures

www.cambridge.org© in this web service Cambridge University Press

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-02012-2 - Under Divine Auspices: Divine Ideology and the Visualisation of Imperial Power in the
Severan Period
Clare Rowan
Table of Contents
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107020122
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107020122: 


