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       THE NORTHERN BLACK SEA IN ANTIQUITY 

 The Northern Black Sea region, despite its distance from the centers of 

classical civilizations, played an integral role in the socioeconomic life of 

the ancient Greco-Roman world. The chapters in this book, written by 

experts on the region, explore topics such as the trade, religion, political 

culture, art and architecture, and the local non-Greek populations, from 

the foundation of the i rst Greek colonies on the North Pontic shores at 

the end of the seventh and sixth century  BCE  through the i rst centuries of 

the Roman imperial period. This volume closely examines relevant catego-

ries of archaeological material, including amphorae, architectural remains, 

funerary and dedicatory monuments, inscriptions, and burial complexes. 

Geographically, it encompasses the coastal territories of modern Russia 

and Ukraine.  The Northern Black Sea in Antiquity  embraces an inclusive and 

comparative approach while discussing new archaeological evidence, of er-

ing fresh insights into familiar questions, and presenting original interpreta-

tions of well-known artifacts.  

 Valeriya Kozlovskaya is a lecturer at Mount Ida College. She has many years 

of experience working in the Black Sea region and has published articles 

on the archaeology of the Northern Black Sea.   
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  Note on Transliteration and Terminology 

 Naturally, many geographical and personal names featured in this vol-

ume have been transliterated from Ukrainian and Russian. For these 

terms, the ALA– LC (American Library Association – Library of Congress) 

Romanization Tables were used. The same system was employed in the bib-

liography for the transliteration of titles and names in non- Roman scripts. 

More common geographical names, often featured on maps and in general 

public discourse, are used throughout the text of the book in their custom-

ary form. As to the local names of individuals and places in antiquity, they 

mostly appear in their original Greek form (in transliteration), apart from 

where tradition or common sense dictates otherwise. Thus, for example, 

“Pontus” and “Bosporus” are Latinized for reasons of consistency, because 

although they can certainly be used in their Greek form, in our volume 

these names sometimes occur alongside the name of the Roman province 

“Bithynia- Pontus  ” and the modern name of the strait connecting the Black 

Sea with the Sea of  Marmara –  “Bosp(h)orus.” The names of well- known 

(and not so well- known) ancient authors are given in their customary ver-

sions, i.e., sometimes anglicized and sometimes not, but always following 

the prevailing English spelling convention. 

 Special terminology and names referring to local realia are mostly 

explained in the respective chapters. Broad terms, unless otherwise spec-

ii ed, should be understood in their general meaning. Thus, for example, 

“barbarian/ barbarians” usually indicates the non- Greek peoples of the 

region and does not necessarily have any additional connotations. In some 

other instances, however, a term or a name may have several meanings, 

which cannot always be deduced from the context. In such cases, additional 

indications are provided to avoid misunderstandings and misinterpreta-

tions. For example, in the region in question, “Bosporus” can stand either 

for the strait connecting the Black Sea with the Azov Sea, the territories 

around this strait, or for the polity located in these territories, depending 

on the context. To dif erentiate between these meanings in passages when 

they may not be immediately clear, we apply “Cimmerian Bosporus  ”/ 

“Strait of  Kerch” to the strait connecting the Black Sea with the Azov Sea 

and “Bosporan Kingdom  ” to the polity, reserving “Bosporus” for the lands 

on each side of the strait. The “Thracian Bosporus  ” is used to indicate the 

strait connecting the Black Sea with the Sea of  Marmara. Similarly, the 

name “Pontus” can refer either to the whole Pontus Euxinus/ Black Sea 

(or the sea with the adjacent coastal territories), the Pontic regions of  Asia 
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Minor  , the so- called Pontic kingdom of  Mithridates VI Eupator  , or a par-

ticular part of the Roman province of  Bithynia- Pontus  . In this volume, 

“Pontus” and “Pontic” usually have the i rst of these meanings, if not oth-

erwise specii ed or clear from the context.    
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 Map 2.      The Bosporus.  

 Map 1.      The Northern Black Sea region.  
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