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THE NORTHERN BLACK SEA IN ANTIQUITY

The Northern Black Sea region, despite its distance from the centers of
classical civilizations, played an integral role in the socioeconomic life of
the ancient Greco-Roman world. The chapters in this book, written by
experts on the region, explore topics such as the trade, religion, political
culture, art and architecture, and the local non-Greek populations, from
the foundation of the first Greek colonies on the North Pontic shores at
the end of the seventh and sixth century BCE through the first centuries of
the Roman imperial period. This volume closely examines relevant catego-
ries of archaeological material, including amphorae, architectural remains,
funerary and dedicatory monuments, inscriptions, and burial complexes.
Geographically, it encompasses the coastal territories of modern Russia
and Ukraine. The Northern Black Sea in Antiquity embraces an inclusive and
comparative approach while discussing new archaeological evidence, offer-
ing fresh insights into familiar questions, and presenting original interpreta-
tions of well-known artifacts.

Valeriya Kozlovskaya is a lecturer at Mount Ida College. She has many years
of experience working in the Black Sea region and has published articles

on the archaeology of the Northern Black Sea.
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I Map of the northwestern coast of the Black Sea (drawing by David Cox).

II  Example of complex coastal accumulation forms: the main Budak
barrier is anchored to bluffs (inter-basin headlands), which today
show evidence of mass wasting. Curved ridges within the liman are
exposed to northeast winds and waves.

IIT  Model of liman evolution and isolation. On the left: major coastal
landforms. A — drowned river mouths flooded during rising sea
level, with no barriers (subaerial sand bodies) at their mouths; B
— a chain of barrier islands and spits separated by inlets from each
other and by lagoons from the mainland. Whereas no chronological
order is assumed between stages A and B, it is likely that stillstands
or reductions in the rate of sea-level rise would favor the scenario
shown in B; C — baymouth barriers and spits attached to mainland
promontories (headlands) precluding navigation between the bays,
similar to the modern coastal configuration (at present, most of the
smaller limans do not have river channels leading into them).

On the right: D — Satellite image of the northwestern coast of the
Black Sea showing variable styles of linkage between the limans and
the sea (NASA Visible Earth images).

IV Fabrics of the Black Sea: amphorae of the Roman period: 1—8
— Herakleia (1—4 — fabric 2; 5-8 — fabric 1); 9—15 — Sinope; 16—24 —
Colchis (16—19 — fabric 1; 20 — transitional variety; 21—¢ — fabric 2).

V  Stele from the Trékhbratnie kurgans. Kerch State Historical and
Cultural Preserve, inv. no. 1267 (photo by Vladimir Tolstikov).

VI Stelai with figures placed on pedestals: a — Pushkin State Museum
of Fine Arts, Moscow, inv. no. F-609 (photo courtesy of the
museum); b — State Hermitage, St. Petersburg, inv. no. p.1842.16
(drawing by Elise Helmers); ¢ — State Hermitage, St. Petersburg, inv.
no. PAN.150 (drawing by Elise Helmers).

VII Half-figure in a civilian dress from Phanagoreia. Pushkin State
Museum of Fine Arts, Moscow, inv. no. F-862 (photo courtesy of the
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VIII Half-figure in military attire, from the vicinity of Phanagoreia.
Kerch State Historical and Cultural Preserve, inv. no. KL-1092 (photo
courtesy of Valentina I. Mordvintseva).

IX  Mud-volcanoes in the vicinity of Pantikapaion (photo by Maya Muratov).
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X Stele with the tamga of Tiberius Iulius Sauromates from
Phanagoreia. Kerch State Historical and Cultural Reserve, inv. no.
KL-68 (photo courtesy of Valentina . Mordvintseva).

XI  Stele with the tamga of Tiberius Iulius Eupator flanked by two
Nikai. Kerch State Historical and Cultural Reserve, inv. no. 100
(photo courtesy of Valentina I. Mordvintseva).
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Map of the archaeological monuments in Eastern Europe (the first
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with inhumation graves; 3 — Greek cities and necropoleis; 4 — “ritual
deposits.”

The Lower Volga region, kurgan burials (the second to first century
BCE). The kurgan burial complex of Verkhnee Pogromnoe: 1 — the
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burial 14; 8—12 — finds from burial 14; 13 — grave 4 from kurgan 4;
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41, fig. 31542, fig. 32.1, 4, 12,43, fig. 33.1, 3, 4, 6; 47, fig. 36.1-3; 51,
fig. 39.10; 57, fig. 43.3).

The Lower Volga region. Prestige objects from male elite burials
(the second to first century BCE) — ceremonial swords in scabbards
with gold overlays: 1 — Zhutovo, kurgan 27, grave 4; 2 —Verkhnee
Pogromnoe, kurgan 6, grave 7; 3 — Belokamenka, kurgan 7, grave

3; 4 — Baranovka-1, kurgan 10, grave 9 (after Mordvintseva and
Khabarova 2006, fig. 8, cat. nos. 20, 25, 61, 77).

The Lower Volga region. Prestige objects from male elite burials
(the second century BCE to the first century cg) — ritual “staffs”:

1 — Zhutovo, kurgan 27, grave 4; 2 — Koroli, kurgan 4, grave 1;

3 — Pisarevka-II, kurgan 6, grave 2; 4 — Okfiabr’skii-V, kurgan 1,
grave 1; 5 — Baranovka-I, kurgan 4, grave 1 (after Mordvintseva and
Khabarova 2006, fig. 10, cat. nos. 77, 134, 214; fig. 11, cat. nos. 18, 181).
The Lower Volga region. Finds from the “ritual deposit” in kurgan
27 of the burial complex Zhutovo (the first century BCE) (after
Mordvintseva and Khabarova 2006, fig. 9, cat. nos. 69—72).

The Lower Volga region. Finds from the “ritual deposit” at the
modern village of Kachalinskaia (the second century BCE): 1 —
bronze cauldron; 2, 5—8 — silver phalerae from horse harnesses; 3—4

— iron bits; 9 — a whetstone; 10 — a silver bridle frontlet from a horse
harness; 11—12 — bronze frontlets from horse harnesses; 13—17, 20—1

— bronze beads from horse harnesses; 18—19 — glass beads; 22 — a silver
truncated cone used in a horse harness; 23—6 — bronze truncated
cones used in horse harnesses; 27—8 — bronze chest collars from horse
harnesses; 29 — an attachment from a silver drinking cup; 30 — a small
bronze tube; 31 — a bronze quiver hook (after Sergatskov 2009,

fig. 1.2; fig. 2.1 —4, 6; fig. 3.1—2; fig. 4.1-3; fig. 5.1—-3; fig. 6.1=75).

The Lower Volga region. Kosika, burial 1. Vessel with zoomorphic
handles (after Mordvintseva and Treister 2007, vol. 111, 96, fig. 10).
The Lower Volga region. Kurgan burials (the first to the first

half of the second centuries cE): 1—8 — Avilovskii-II, kurgan 10;
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9—23 — Berdiia, kurgan 8, grave 4 (after Sergatskov 2000, fig. 94.8-10;
fig. 95.1—7; fig. 96.1—26; fig. 101.1—7).

The Lower Volga region. Prestige objects from male elite burials
(the first century ck) — bowls with zoomorphic handles: 1 — Berdiia,
kurgan 3; 2 — Okflabr’skii-V, kurgan 1, grave 1 (after Mordvintseva
and Khabarova 2000, fig. 18, cat. nos. 27, 163).

The Lower Volga region. Kurgan burials (the second half of the
second to the first half of the third centuries cg): 1—7 — Avilovskii-
11, kurgan 17; 813 — Avilovskii-II, kurgan 14 (after Sergatskov 2000,
fig. 106.1—6; fig. 108.1—7).

Settlements of the “Late Scythian Culture” in the Lower Dnieper
area (the first century BCE to the first century CE): 1 — a schematic
plan of the settlement of Litibimovka; 2—14 — some typical finds
from the “Late Scythian” settlements of the Lower Dnieper area (2
— a fibula; 3 — a temple pendant; 4—5 — arrowheads; 6 — a knife; 7, 11,
13, 14 — handmade vessels; § — an astragal with an incised tamga sign;
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2007, 1806, fig. 33; 239, fig. 86.3, 8, 11; 240, fig. 87.2; 242, fig. 89.1, 3, 4,
12, 13, 14, 10, 22).

The Northern Black Sea region. The burial-ground with
inhumation graves associated with the settlement of Zolotaia Balka
(the first century BCE to the first century CE): 1—7 — finds from grave
46; 8—13 — finds from grave 29 (after Viaz'mitina 1972, 43, fig. 14.1—7;
34, fig. 13.1—0).

The Lower Dnieper area. Individual burials in kurgans (the second
to first century BCE): 1—4 — Gromovka, kurgan 2, grave 2; 5—6 —
Vasil’evka, kurgan 1, grave 4; 7—10 — Brylevka, kurgan 16, grave 1;
11—18 — Solontsy, stray finds (after Simonenko 1993b, 11, fig. 2.1, 2; 26,
fig. 4; 27, fig. 5.1-9).

The Northern Black Sea region. Kurgan burials from the burial-
ground of Ust’-Kamenka (the first century BCE to the first
century CE): 1—10 — kurgan 22, grave 2 (1 — an incense burner; 2 —
a shell; 3 — a knife; 4 — a loomweight; 5—6 — handmade pots; 7 — an
incense burner; 8 — a leather bag); 11—24 — kurgan 37, grave 1 (12 —
a buckle; 13 — a handmade pot; 14 — a belt terminal; 15 — a wooden
bowl; 16 — an amphora fragment; 17 — a fibula; 18 — a belt clasp;

19 — a fragment of a vessel; 20 — a knife; 21 — a jug; 22 — an iron
sword; 23 — a whetstone; 24 — iron arrowheads) (after Kostenko
1993, fig. 5.2; fig. sa.1—-9; fig. 12).

The Northern Black Sea region. Chuguno-Krepinka. Prestige
objects from elite burials (the first half of the second century cg) —
imported bronze vessels (after Simonenko 2008, Taf. §8—61).

The Northern Black Sea region. Chuguno-Krepinka. Insignia from
elite burials (the first half of the second century CE): 1—4 — silver
drinking cups; 5 — a bronze strainer; 6 — a Chinese mirror; 7 — a cast
bronze cauldron (after Simonenko 2008, Taf. 62.1—6, §).

XV

25T

253

255

257

259

201

203

205

266

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107019515
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01951-5 — The Northern Black Sea in Antiquity
Edited by Valeriya Kozlovskaya

Frontmatter

More Information

XVi1 LIST OF FIGURES

9.20 The Northern Black Sea region. Prestige objects from elite burials.
Objects made in the “Gold-Turquoise Animal Style” from the
Zaporozhskii kurgan (the first century cE): 1—2 — belt plates; 3 —a
bracelet; 4 — a phalera from horse harness (after Mordvintseva 2003,
154, fig. 39).

9.21 The Northern Black Sea region. Burial complexes of the kurgan
burial-ground of Brylevka (the second to the first half of the third
centuries CE) (after Simonenko 1993b, 95, fig. 23.2; 97, fig. 24.2).

9.22—9.24 The Northern Black Sea region. The “ritual deposit” at
Velikoploskoe (the second half of the third to the beginning of the
second centuries BCE) (after Dzis-Raiko and Sunichuk 1984, 150,
fig. 1; 155, fig. 2; Mordvinceva and Redina 2013a, 388, Abb. 1; 389,
Abb. 2; 391, Abb. 3).

9.25—9.27 The Northern Black Sea region. The “ritual deposit” at Vesélaia
Dolina (the second century BCE) (after Mordvinceva and Redina
2013b, 394, Abb. 1; 395, Abb. 2; 306, Abb. 3).

9.28—9.29 The Northern Black Sea region. The “ritual deposit” at
Bulakhovka (the first century BCE) (after Mordvinceva 2013, 402,
Abb. 1; 403, Abb. 2; 405, Abb. 3).
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PREFACE

The idea for this book was conceived during my term as a Visiting Research
Scholar at the Institute for the Study of the AncientWorld (ISAW) at New York
University in 2008—9.The resources generously provided by the Institute gave
me the opportunity to think about the direction of my research and to discuss
some of my thoughts in stimulating informal conversations with the other
Visiting Fellows, all specialists in different areas of Ancient Studies. I am very
grateful to ISAW and to my colleagues there for their role in helping to shape
the initial idea of this volume.

During that time, I also realized that it would not be possible for me to
achieve singlehandedly a comprehensive interdisciplinary volume on the
Northern Black Sea in antiquity. This realization resulted in a fruitful collab-
oration with the many wonderful scholars whom I was very lucky to have as
contributors to this volume. I wish to thank all of them for bearing with me
during the long process of translating and/or editing their chapters and com-
piling the bibliographies, for their patience and understanding, and for their
unwavering dedication to this book. This commitment has been especially
admirable in the last year of our work on this project, when the geopolitical
events in Russia and Ukraine, the very region that is the focus of our book,
threw some of their lives into turmoil.

I would also like to express my deep gratitude to Beatrice Rehl, who was
archaeology editor at Cambridge University Press at the time when I submit-
ted the preliminary proposal for the volume five years ago. Her advice and
enthusiasm were invaluable throughout the initial stages of the project. To Asya
Graf, who later replaced Beatrice Rehl in her position and saw the volume to
publication, I am eternally indebted for her unceasing support and for provid-
ing guidance during the writing and editing process. I am also much obliged
to Barbara Barletta for reading the chapter on the local architectural styles in
the Northern Black Sea region and offering insightful comments, and to my
formidable copy-editor, Christopher Feeney. And, finally, very special thanks
go to James Wright, Corey Brennan, Glenn Bugh, John Humphrey, and Larissa
Bonfante, who, each in their own way, have encouraged me at various stages of
my career, thus helping this project come to fruition.
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XX11 PREFACE

NOTE ON TRANSLITERATION AND TERMINOLOGY

Naturally, many geographical and personal names featured in this vol-
ume have been transliterated from Ukrainian and Russian. For these
terms, the ALA-LC (American Library Association — Library of Congress)
R omanization Tables were used. The same system was employed in the bib-
liography for the transliteration of titles and names in non-Roman scripts.
More common geographical names, often featured on maps and in general
public discourse, are used throughout the text of the book in their custom-
ary form. As to the local names of individuals and places in antiquity, they
mostly appear in their original Greek form (in transliteration), apart from
where tradition or common sense dictates otherwise. Thus, for example,
“Pontus” and “Bosporus” are Latinized for reasons of consistency, because
although they can certainly be used in their Greek form, in our volume
these names sometimes occur alongside the name of the Roman province
“Bithynia-Pontus” and the modern name of the strait connecting the Black
Sea with the Sea of Marmara — “Bosp(h)orus.” The names of well-known
(and not so well-known) ancient authors are given in their customary ver-
sions, i.e., sometimes anglicized and sometimes not, but always following
the prevailing English spelling convention.

Special terminology and names referring to local realia are mostly
explained in the respective chapters. Broad terms, unless otherwise spec-
ified, should be understood in their general meaning. Thus, for example,
“barbarian/barbarians” usually indicates the non-Greek peoples of the
region and does not necessarily have any additional connotations. In some
other instances, however, a term or a name may have several meanings,
which cannot always be deduced from the context. In such cases, additional
indications are provided to avoid misunderstandings and misinterpreta-
tions. For example, in the region in question, “Bosporus” can stand either
for the strait connecting the Black Sea with the Azov Sea, the territories
around this strait, or for the polity located in these territories, depending
on the context. To differentiate between these meanings in passages when
they may not be immediately clear, we apply “Cimmerian Bosporus”/
“Strait of Kerch” to the strait connecting the Black Sea with the Azov Sea
and “Bosporan Kingdom” to the polity, reserving “Bosporus” for the lands
on each side of the strait. The “Thracian Bosporus” is used to indicate the
strait connecting the Black Sea with the Sea of Marmara. Similarly, the
name “Pontus” can refer either to the whole Pontus Euxinus/Black Sea
(or the sea with the adjacent coastal territories), the Pontic regions of Asia
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Minor, the so-called Pontic kingdom of Mithridates VI Eupator, or a par-
ticular part of the Roman province of Bithynia-Pontus. In this volume,
“Pontus” and “Pontic” usually have the first of these meanings, if not oth-
erwise specified or clear from the context.
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