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THE POLITICS OF HERESY IN AMBROSE OF MILAN

Community and Consensus in Late Antique Christianity

Ambrose of Milan is famous above all for his struggle with, and
triumph over, ‘Arian’ heresy. Yet, almost all of the evidence comes
from Ambrose’s own writings, and from pious historians of the next
generation who represented him as a champion of orthodoxy. This
detailed study argues instead that an ‘Arian’ opposition in Milan was
largely conjured up by Ambrose himself, lumping together critics and
outsiders in order to secure and justify his own authority. Along with
new interpretations of Ambrose’s election as bishop, his controversies
over the faith, and his clashes with the imperial court, this book
provides a new understanding of the nature and significance of here-
tical communities in late antiquity. In place of rival congregations
inflexibly committed to doctrinal beliefs, it envisages a world of more
fluid allegiances in which heresy – but also consensus – could be a
matter of deploying the right rhetorical frame.
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of Peace and Reconciliation in the Classical World (Routledge, 2017).
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Dr Johnson proceeded: ‘Sir, there is a great cry about infidelity; but
there are, in reality, very few infidels. I have heard a person, originally
a Quaker, but now, I am afraid, a Deist, say, that he did not believe
there were, in all England, above two hundred infidels’.1

1 James Boswell, The Life of Samuel Johnson, LL.D (1791).
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CJ Codex Justinianus, ed. P. Krüger in Corpus Iuris Civilis,
vol. 2; Berlin: Weidmann, 1892

Const. Sirm. Constitutiones Sirmondianae, see Codex Theodosianus (CTh)
CSEL Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum; Vienna:
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