
       Making We the People 

 What does it mean to say that it is “We the People” who “ordain and establish” a 
constitution? Who are those sovereign people, and how can they do so? 

 Interweaving history and theory, constitutional scholar Chaihark Hahm and 
political theorist Sung Ho Kim attempt to answer these perennial questions by 
revisiting the constitutional politics of postwar Japan and Korea. Together, these 
experiences demonstrate the infeasibility of the conventional assumption that 
there is a clearly bounded sovereign “people” prior to constitution-making that 
stands apart from both outside infl uence and troubled historical legacies. The 
authors argue that “We the People” only emerges through a deeply transformative 
politics of constitutional founding and, as such, a democratic constitution and its 
putative author are mutually constitutive. Highly original and genuinely multidis-
ciplinary, this book will be of interest to democratic theorists, scholars of compar-
ative constitutionalism as well as observers of ongoing constitutional debates in 
Japan and Korea. 

 Chaihark Hahm is Professor of Constitutional Law at Yonsei University Law 
School (Seoul, Korea) and an editorial board member of  I•CON: International 
Journal of Constitutional Law . He holds law degrees from Yale, Columbia, and 
Harvard. 

 Sung Ho Kim is Professor of Political Science and Director of the Social Science 
Research Institute at Yonsei University (Seoul, Korea). He is the author of 
 Max Weber’s Politics of Civil Society , which was also published by Cambridge 
University Press.   
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  It furthers the University’s mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of 
education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence.    
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