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Preface and acknowledgements

The present volume originated in a colloquium entitled ‘Heterogeneity versus
homogeneity in language: Searching for a “standard” in letters’, which was held
at Utrecht University, 12-14 November 2009 and organised by the editors of this
volume. As the title of the colloquium indicates, it was our aim to bring together
(socio)historical linguists who have worked with (manuscript) letters and/or com-
piled letter corpora of geographical, social and stylistic varieties of English. On invi-
tation, papers were presented by the following (socio)historical linguists (in alpha-
betical order): Barbara Allen, Anita Auer, Stefan Dollinger, Stephan Elspaf}, Tony
Fairman, Susan Fitzmaurice, Marianne Hundt, Mikko Laitinen, Terttu Nevalainen,
Lukas Pietsch, Daniel Schreier, Lucia Siebers, Richard Watts and Laura Wright. The
expertise of these scholars covers not only the history of letter writing in English,
i.e. different varieties of English, but also different methodological and theoretical
approaches to the topic.

Unfortunately, not all the presenters were able to contribute a chapter to this
volume. Hence, in order to cover the earlier letter-writing periods in the his-
tory of English, some additional scholars, notably Alexander Bergs, Juan Manuel
Hernédndez-Campoy and Juan Camilo Conde-Silvestre, were invited to contribute
chapters to the present volume. For this reason, the present volume should not
merely be seen as the proceedings of a colloquium but as a volume that sheds light
on the state of the art of letter writing and language change.

As the editors of this volume, we would like to thank the contributors to the
colloquium and all the contributors to this volume for their great work and for
their patience with the volume editors. We would also like to express our thanks to
Merja Kyto, the series editor, and to Helen Barton, the commissioning editor, for
their support throughout the editing and publication process of this volume.
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