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 An impressive series of corpora of mosaics now exists for nearly every province 
of the Roman world with the notable exception of Crete. The corpora range from 
those that cover wide geographical areas such as Dunbabin’s ( 1978b )  Mosaics of 
Roman North Africa  to the series of monographs recording the mosaics of Gaul 
( Recueil g   é   n   é   ral des mosa   ï   ques de la Gaule ) to those which deal with specifi c sites 
within a province such as Campbell’s ( 1991 )  Mosaics of Aphrodisias in Caria . The 
considerable evidence has been approached in diff erent ways, such as by focus-
ing on a particular period (e.g., Alf ö ldi-Rosenbaum and Ward-Perkins’s ( 1980 ) 
 Justinianic Mosaic Pavements in Cyrenaican Churches ) or on an identifi able style 
or technique such as Clarke’s ( 1979 )  Roman Black-and-White Figural Mosaics  
or on a specifi c element of iconography such as Parrish’s ( 1984 )  The Seasons 
Mosaics of Roman North Africa . Balmelle’s ( 1985  &  2002 ) edited collections of 
geometric elements have made a signifi cant contribution in allowing scholars to 
use a standardized terminology for mosaic descriptions. In more recent years, 
mosaic studies have fuelled some of the more enlightening debates on issues of 
craftspeople and use of architectural space (such as Kondoleon’s ( 1995 )  Domestic 
and Divine: Roman Mosaics in the House of Dionysos  and Muth’s ( 1998 )  Erleben 
von Raum, Leben im Raum: Zur Funktion mythologischer Mosaikbilder in der 
r   ö   misch-kaiserzeitlichen Wohnarchitektur ) but without the publication of the 
basic corpus such analysis and interpretation is not possible. 

 In 1982, Sanders’s pivotal publication  Roman Crete  allowed scholars access 
to an area of Roman studies which had been sadly neglected. This work was an 
indispensable record of the Roman and Late Antique archaeology and history of 
Crete, but the author’s untimely death meant that the contextual analysis of the 
material was limited. In recent years, an increase in archaeological surveys and 
excavations has provided new primary material, and current research on aspects 

 PREFACE   
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of Roman and Late Antique Crete is leading to a contrary and more nuanced 
view than that of Sanders. In this context, it is clear that a diachronic analysis of 
the island from a range of perspectives (local and centre) is needed to reverse the 
creeping determinism  1   that has propagated the idea of Roman and Late Antique 
Crete as a provincial dead end. As such it is apparent that alternative means of 
assessing the nature of Crete within the context of the Roman Empire must be 
pursued and that mosaics, as a body of material common throughout the island 
and the empire across both the Roman and Late Antique periods, should be 
used to provide the core evidence. 

 This work represents the fi rst corpus of the Roman and Late Antique mosa-
ics of central and eastern Crete.  2   As a corpus, the mosaics of Crete are not well 
known; the material published thus far has appeared either in Greek excavation 
reports such as   Αρχαιολ   ο   γικόν     Δελτίον  , in journals such as   Κρητική     Εστία   or 
in local newspaper reports. In some cases, records of the mosaics exist only in 
archives and have yet to be published at all. In more recent mosaic studies, the 
published Knossos mosaics are being used in comparative analysis and this high-
lights the urgent need for the publication of the corpus. This monograph uses an 
archaeological approach to the interpretation of mosaics ( Chapter 2 ) while pro-
viding essential information on their iconography ( Chapter 3 ). Together these 
chapters allow a new interpretation of the evidence concerning their date and 
distribution ( Chapter 4 ), the urban and architectural contexts in which they 
were found ( Chapter 5 ) and the technology involved in their creation ( Chapter 
6 ). Ultimately, this approach aff ords a fresh view on the mosaics within various 
theoretical frameworks ( Chapter 7 ). In the analytical discussion, full consider-
ation is given all the mosaics of the island, evidence that contributes to a new 
diachronic study of Roman and Late Antique Crete. It is my contention that 
the mosaics of Crete do not simply belong in either a Western or an Eastern 
koine and that a careful analysis of their iconography, date and distribution will 
show that the fl uctuating styles, locations and density of mosaics indicate subtle 
changes in the nature of the society of Roman Crete. 

 The inclusion of the Late Antique mosaics emphasizes the importance of 
Crete during the period and contradicts the common perception of decline. Not 
only do these mosaics indicate that the island was booming, but the evidence of 
itinerant mosaicists suggests that the island played a crucial role in the commu-
nication network of the Eastern Empire. 

 Through an interpretative archaeological approach to the Roman and Late 
Antique mosaics this monograph will off er a comprehensive and enlightened 
view of the nature of society in Crete from the fi rst century B.C.E. to the sev-
enth century C.E. In doing so, this work will make two major contributions to 
Roman Mediterranean archaeology: it will be the fi rst publication of the corpus 
of mosaics of Crete, and it will present a new perspective on the long-term con-
tinuity and change of Roman and Late Antique Crete.    
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