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THE CAMBRIDGE COMPANION TO SUFISM

Often described as the ‘mystical’ dimension of Islam, Sufism embraces specific
aesthetic, literary, ritual, and devotional manifestations of the Islamic tradition.
The origins of Sufism stretch back to the early formative period of Islam, but it
was in the ninth to tenth centuries ck that celebrated individuals appeared from
the mists of historical myth. By the medieval period the Sufi orders (or brother-
hoods) emerged in Islamic lands, many of which still exist in the contemporary
age. The Cambridge Companion to Sufism traces the evolution from the formative
period to the present, addressing specific themes along the way within the context
of the times. The first section of this book analyses the early period with a focus on
ascetic devotions, gender, and ethics. The section of the medieval period examines
antinomian forms of Sufism, the ways that Sufis understood ‘mystical experience’,
and Sufi poetry. The final section assesses the forms of Sufism that can be found in
the modern age, explaining the controversies that took place in the colonial period
and how as a transnational movement Sufism has responded to the challenges of
modernity and has developed and grown in the West. This inimitable volume
sheds light on a multifaceted and alternative aspect of Islamic history and religion;
it covers a wide range of manifestations of the Sufi way of life during more than
one thousand years of history, encompassing Sufism in the traditional Middle
Eastern and North African heartlands, sub-Saharan Africa, and newly emerging
forms in the West.

Lloyd Ridgeon is Reader in Islamic Studies at the University of Glasgow, Scotland.
His previous publications include Javanmardi: A Sufi Code of Honour (2011) and
Morals and Mysticism in Persian Sufism (2010).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107018303
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-01830-3 — The Cambridge Companion to Sufism
Edited by Lloyd Ridgeon

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE COMPANIONS TO RELIGION

A series of companions to major topics and key figures in theology and religious
studies. Each volume contains specially commissioned chapters by international
scholars which provide an accessible and stimulating introduction to the subject
for new readers and non-specialists.

OTHER TITLES IN THE SERIES

The Cambridge Companion to Christian Doctrine
edited by Colin Gunton (1997)

9780521471183 hardback; 9780521476959 paperback
The Cambridge Companion to Biblical Interpretation
edited by John Barton (1998)

9780521481441 hardback; 9780521485937 paperback
The Cambridge Companion to Dietrich Bonhoeffer
edited by John de Gruchy (1999)

9780521582582 hardback; 9780521587815 paperback
The Cambridge Companion to Karl Barth

edited by John Webster (2000)

9780521584760 hardback; 9780521585606 paperback
The Cambridge Companion to Jesus

edited by Markus Bockmuehl (2001)

9780521792615 hardback; 9780521796781 paperback
The Cambridge Companion to Feminist Theology
edited by Susan Frank Parsons (2002)
9780521663274 hardback; 9780521663809 paperback
The Cambridge Companion to Martin Luther

edited by Donald K. McKim (2003)

9780521816489 hardback; 9780521016735 paperback
The Cambridge Companion to St Paul

edited by James D.G. Dunn (2003)

9780521781558 hardback; 9780521786942 paperback
The Cambridge Companion to Postmodern Theology
edited by Kevin J. Vanhoozer (2003)

9780521790628 hardback; 9780521793957 paperback
The Cambridge Companion to John Calvin

edited by Donald K. McKim (2004)

9780521816472 hardback; 9780521016728 paperback
The Cambridge Companion to Hans Urs Von Balthasar
edited by Edward T. Oakes, SJ], and David Moss (2004)
9780521814676 hardback; 9780521891479 paperback

(continued after the Index)

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107018303
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-01830-3 — The Cambridge Companion to Sufism
Edited by Lloyd Ridgeon

Frontmatter

More Information

The Cambridge Companion to Sufism

Edited by

LLOYD RIDGEON
University of Glasgow

| CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107018303
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-01830-3 — The Cambridge Companion to Sufism
Edited by Lloyd Ridgeon

Frontmatter

More Information

CAMBRIDGE

@Y UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cB2 8ea, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, NY 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia
314-321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre, New Delhi - 110025, India
103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467
Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781107018303
© Lloyd Ridgeon 2015

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions
of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

First published 2015
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication data
The Cambridge companion to Sufi sm/Lloyd Ridgeon.
pages cm. - (Cambridge companions to religion)

I. Ridgeon, Lloyd V.J.

BP189.C36 2015
297.4-dc23 2014034130

ISBN 978-1-107-01830-3 Hardback
ISBN  978-1-107-67950-4  Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will
remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107018303
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-01830-3 — The Cambridge Companion to Sufism
Edited by Lloyd Ridgeon

Frontmatter

More Information

Contents

List of Figures
List of Contributors
Preface

PART I THE EARLY PERIOD
1.  Origins and Early Sufism
Christopher Melchert

2. Early Pious, Mystic Sufi Women
Laury Silvers

3. Early Sufi Rituals, Beliefs, and Hermeneutics
Erik S. Ohlander

4. Morality in Early Sufi Literature
Saeko Yazaki

PART II MEDIEVAL SUFISM
5. Antinomian Sufis
Ahmet T. Karamustafa

6. Mysticism in Medieval Sufism
Lloyd Ridgeon

7. Sufism’s Religion of Love, from Rabi‘a to Ibn ‘Arabi
Leonard Lewisohn

PART III SUFISM IN THE MODERN AGE

8. Nana Asma’u: Nineteenth-Century West African Sufi
Beverly Mack

9. Sufism and Colonialism
Knut S. Viker

vii

page ix
xi

XV

24
53

74

101
125

150

183

212

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment

www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107018303
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-01830-3 — The Cambridge Companion to Sufism

Edited by Lloyd Ridgeon
Frontmatter
More Information

viii CONTENTS

10. Sufism in the West 233
Ron Geaves

11.  Sufism in the Age of Globalization 257

Itzchak Weismann

12. Transnationalism and Regional Cults 282
Pnina Werbner

Names of Individuals 301
Technical Terms and Names of Groups 306
English Terms, Place Names 309

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107018303
www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-01830-3 — The Cambridge Companion to Sufism
Edited by Lloyd Ridgeon

Frontmatter

More Information

Figures
12.1 Key Dimensions of Sufi Cult Comparison page 284
12.2 Redistributive Sacred Exchange at the Lodge 285
12.3 Key Vernacular Concepts in Sufi Organisation 290
12.4 Sufi Myths in Morocco and Indonesia 296
ix

@© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org


www.cambridge.org/9781107018303
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-01830-3 — The Cambridge Companion to Sufism
Edited by Lloyd Ridgeon

Frontmatter

More Information

Contributors

RON GEAVES is currently Visiting Professor of Muslim Culture and Enterprise
at University College Suffolk. He has written and edited nineteen books and
contributed to around twenty-five edited collections and numerous journal
articles. His works include Sectarian Influences in Islam in Britain (1994), Sufis
in Britain (2000), Islam and the West Post 9/11 (2004), Aspects of Islam (2005),
Islam Today (2010), Islam in Victorian Britain: The Life and Times of Abdullah
Quilliam (2010), and Sufis of Britain (2014). He is currently working on the history
of Islam in Britain in the Edwardian era.

AHMET T. KARAMUSTAFA is Professor of History at the University of
Maryland, College Park, USA. His expertise is in the social and intellectual
history of Sufism in particular and Islamic piety in general in the medieval and
early modern periods. He has also conducted research on Islamic cartography as
well as on Muslim religious literature. His publications include God’s Unruly
Friends (1994) and Sufism: The Formative Period (2007). He is currently working
on two book projects: The Flowering of Sufism and Vernacular Islam: Everyday
Muslim Religious Life in Medieval Turkey.

LEONARD LEWISOHN is Senior Lecturer in Persian and Iran Heritage
Foundation Fellow in Classical Persian and Sufi Literature at the Institute of
Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter. He is the author of Beyond
Faith and Infidelity: The Sufi Poetry and Teachings of Mahmud Shabistari (1995)
and the editor of three volumes on The Heritage of Sufism - vol. 1: The Legacy of
Mediaeval Persian Sufism; vol. 2: Classical Persian Sufism from Its Origins to Rumi;
and vol. 3 (with David Morgan): Late Classical Persianate Sufism: The Safavid and
Mughal Period (1999). He is editor of the Mawlana Rumi Review, an annual
journal devoted to Jalal al-Din Rumi. He is also editor (with Christopher Shackle)
of The Art of Spiritual Flight: Farid al-Din ‘Attar and the Persian Sufi Tradition
(2006), co-translator (with Robert Bly) of The Angels Knocking on the Tavern

xi

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107018303
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-01830-3 — The Cambridge Companion to Sufism
Edited by Lloyd Ridgeon

Frontmatter

More Information

xii LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

Door: Thirty Poems of Hafiz (2008), and editor of Hafiz and the Religion of Love in
Classical Persian Poetry (2010).

BEVERLY MACK is a Professor of African Studies in the Department of African
and African American Studies at the University of Kansas. Prior to joining KU,
she taught at Georgetown University and Yale University. Since 1995 she has
taught courses on Women and Islam, Islamic Literature, and Introduction to
Arabic and Islamic Studies at KU. Her books include Hausa Women in the
Twentieth Century (with Catherine Coles) (1990), Muslim Women Sing: Hausa
Popular Song (2004), and several works on the nineteenth-century Sufi scholar
Nana Asma’u with her colleague Jean Boyd, including: The Collected Works of
Nana Asma’u, Daughter of Shehu Usman dan Fodiyo, 1793-1864 (1997); One
Woman’s Jihad: Nana Asma’u, Scholar and Scribe (2001); and Educating
Muslim Women: The West African Legacy of Nana Asma’u (2013).

CHRISTOPHER MELCHERT got his doctorate in History at the University of
Pennsylvania in 1992. Since 2000, he has taught at the University of Oxford. He
has published two books, The Formation of the Sunni Schools of Law, gth-10th
Centuries C.E. (1997) and Ahmad ibn Hanbal (2006), as well as more than forty
journal articles. His next book will be a projected history of Islamic piety before
Sufism.

ERIK S. OHLANDER is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Indiana
University—-Purdue University, Fort Wayne. He obtained his PhD from
Michigan University in 2004. He has published Sufism in an Age of Transition:
‘Umar al-Suhrawardi and the Rise of Islamic Mystical Brotherhoods (2008) and is
joint editor (with John Curry) of Sufism in Society: Arrangements of the Mystical
in the Muslim World 1200-1800 (2011). He is the editor of the Journal of Sufi
Studies.

LLOYD RIDGEON is Reader in Islamic Studies at Glasgow University. His recent
publications include Javanmardi: A Sufi Code of Honour (2011), Morals and
Mysticism in Persian Sufism: A History of Sufi-futuwwat in Iran (2010), and Sufi
Castigator: Ahmad Kasravi and the Iranian Mystical Tradition (2006). He is the
editor of the British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies.

LAURY SILVERS works on Sufism in the formative period, in particular women,
gender, Sufi metaphysics, and North American Muslim women’s religious
authority. She is the author, co-editor, and co-author of books and articles on
these subjects, including A Soaring Minaret: Abu Bakr al-Wasiti and the Rise of
Baghdadi Sufism (2011) and A Jihad for Justice: Honoring the Life and Work of
Amina Wadud (co-editor with Kecia Ali and Julianne Hammer; 2012). She
is co-author (with Ahmed Elewa and Yasmin Amin) of a translation and

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107018303
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-01830-3 — The Cambridge Companion to Sufism
Edited by Lloyd Ridgeon

Frontmatter

More Information

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS xiii

introduction to the women’s accounts in Ibn al-Jawzi’s Sifat al-safwa (in
progress); ‘God Loves Me’: Early Pious and Sufi Women and the Theological
Debate over God’s Love; and T am One of the People’: A Survey and Analysis of
Legal Arguments on Woman-Led Prayer in Islam (with Ahmed Elewa). She
teaches at the University of Toronto.

KNUT S. VIK@R is Professor of Middle Eastern History at the University of
Bergen, Norway. Among his books are The Oasis of Salt: A History of Kawar, a
Saharan Centre of Salt Production (1999); Sufi and Scholar on the Desert Edge:
Muhammad b. Ali al-Sanusi and His Brotherhood (1995); Between God and
Sultan: A History of Islamic Law (2005); and The Maghreb Since 1800: A Short
History (2012).

ITZCHAK WEISMANN is Professor of Islamic Studies and Director of the
Jewish-Arab Center at the University of Haifa. His research interests focus on
modern Islam, particularly fundamentalist and radical Islamic movements
and Sufism. He completed his PhD dissertation at Haifa University and gained
a Post-Doctorate at Princeton University (Rothschild Foundation) and Oxford
University (the British Council). He is the author of Taste of Modernity: Sufism,
Salafiyya, and Arabism in Late Ottoman Damascus (2001); The Nagshbandiyya:
Orthodoxy and Activism in a Worldwide Sufi Tradition (2007); Ottoman Reform
and Islamic Regeneration (forthcoming, co-editor); and Islamic Myths and
Memories: Mediators of Globalization (forthcoming, co-editor).

PNINA WERBNER is Professor Emerita of Social Anthropology at Keele
University and author of “The Manchester Migration Trilogy™ The Migration
Process (1990/2002), Imagined Diasporas among Manchester Muslims (2002),
and Pilgrims of Love: The Anthropology of a Global Sufi Cult (2003). She
recently published The Making of an African Working Class: Politics, Law, and
Cultural Protest in the Manual Workers Union of Botswana (2014), and she is
the editor of several theoretical collections on hybridity, cosmopolitanism,
multiculturalism, migration, and citizenship, including Anthropology and the
New Cosmopolitanism: Rooted, Feminist and Vernacular Perspectives (2008)
and the Political Aesthetics of Global Revolt: Beyond the Arab Spring (2014).

SAEKO YAZAKI gained her PhD at Edinburgh University and is currently Lord
Kelvin Adam Smith Fellow in Theology and Religious Studies at the University of
Glasgow. Her areas of research include early Sufism, the Judaeo-Islamic tradition
in al-Andalus, and their continuing relevance to the present. She is also pursuing
comparative study of monotheistic and non-monotheistic faiths, focusing on
Sufism and Zen. She is the author of Islamic Mysticism and Abu Talib
al-Makki: The Role of the Heart (2013).

© in this web service Cambridge University Press & Assessment www.cambridge.org



www.cambridge.org/9781107018303
www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-01830-3 — The Cambridge Companion to Sufism
Edited by Lloyd Ridgeon

Frontmatter

More Information

Preface

The so-called mystical tradition of Islam has been the focus of a number
of admirable surveys and studies, each with its own specific focus. Worthy of
mention are works by Annemarie Schimmel (The Mystical Dimensions of
Islam), Alexander Knysh (Islamic Mpysticism: A Short Introduction), and
Julian Baldick (Mystical Islam). These works provide an excellent background
to many elements of the Sufi tradition, but they lack any significant discussion
of Islam and Sufism in the modern period; rather, they focus primarily upon
the formative and medieval period. Other introductions have concentrated
on aspects of the tradition that reflect its “high” and intellectual approach,
with examples taken largely from the medieval period. Typical of this is
William Chittick’s attention to Sufi ritual and theology in his Sufism: A
Short Introduction. Carl Ernst’s The Shambhala Guide to Sufism covers
more territory in terms of chronology, but its scope is far from comprehensive,
and it serves instead as a first-rate introduction to the topic. In assembling the
present volume, a conscious effort has been made to move away from the
phenomenological presentation of Sufism in its various geographical guises,
which is a feature of Seyyid Hossein Nasr’s Islamic Spirituality. Moreover, the
issue- or theme-based nature of this collection of articles dispenses with the
need to capture absolutely everything, and thus avoids the danger of presenting
a very thin coverage of the phenomenon of Sufism in its entirety.

The present work attempts to build on the achievements of the aforemen-
tioned works by addressing a range of questions that are of concern to
academics and students across a broad range of disciplines. Aside from the
more “traditional” chapters that focus on the early formation of Sufism, Sufi
rituals and belief, and love within the Sufi tradition - all of which are
indispensible topics for such a volume - this work includes thematic chapters
on issues relating to gender, identity formation, mysticism, marginalisation,
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Xvi PREFACE

ethics, and the impact of modernity, colonialism, and globalisation. In this
respect it offers a very different history of Sufism, one that takes readers on
an intellectually challenging journey. It is designed to help readers through
and beyond the “introductory” level.

Of necessity this introduction is very brief because of space constraints as
well as the difficulties of defining what Sufism is. With more than one
thousand years to its history, there have been diverse interpretations of
what Sufism has been and is, and it would be futile to attempt to offer a
definition within a few sentences or paragraphs. My own chapter on “Sufism
and Mysticism” should indicate the kinds of problems that appear when
attempting to define the tradition. Suffice it to say that Sufism is a form of
Islamic spirituality that by the early medieval period had developed specific
rituals that were meant to focus the believer’s attention upon God - in some
cases leading to claims of direct experience with God. The implications of this
belief are all too readily apparent in political, social, and literary realms —
which the following twelve chapters address.

I have no wish to summarise the articles in this volume - it would be an
injustice to the scholarship that has gone into these twelve chapters. By
studying the whole of this book the reader will emerge with a very sound
basis for comprehending Sufi history and for engaging in further and more
detailed study. Should this be the case, then I will have achieved my aim.
Gratitude is due to a number of individuals in the production of this book,
including Marigold Acland, Sarika Narula, and William Hammell, and I also
wish to thank the authors for their patience and goodwill over the past couple
of years as this book was being prepared.
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