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In 1970, the Red Army Faction declared war on West Germany. The
militants failed to bring down the state, but, this book argues, the
decade-long debate they inspired helped shape a new era. After 1945,
West Germans answered long-standing doubts about democracy’s via-
bility and fears of authoritarian state power with a “militant democ-
racy” empowered against its enemies and a popular commitment to
antifascist resistance. In the 1970s, these postwar solutions brought
Germans into open conflict, fighting to protect democracy from both
terrorism and state overreaction. Drawing on diverse sources, Karrin
Hanshew shows how Germans, faced with a state of emergency and
haunted by their own history, managed to learn from the past and
defuse this adversarial dynamic. This negotiation of terror helped them
to accept the Federal Republic of Germany as a stable, reformable
polity and to reconceive of democracy’s defense as part of everyday
politics.

Karrin Hanshew is an assistant professor of history at Michigan State
University.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107017375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01737-5 - Terror and Democracy in West Germany
Karrin Hanshew

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107017375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01737-5 - Terror and Democracy in West Germany
Karrin Hanshew

Frontmatter

More information

Terror and Democracy in West Germany

KARRIN HANSHEW
Michigan State University

58 CAMBRIDGE

@B) UNIVERSITY PRESS

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107017375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01737-5 - Terror and Democracy in West Germany
Karrin Hanshew

Frontmatter

More information

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, Sdo Paulo, Delhi, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
32 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10013-2473, USA

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/978 1107017375

© Karrin Hanshew 2012

This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception
and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2012
Printed in the United States of America
A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication data
Hanshew, Karrin, 1975-
Terror and democracy in West Germany / Karrin Hanshew.
. ocm.
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-107-01737-5
1. Rote Armee Fraktion — History. 2. Terrorism — Germany (West) — History.
3. Germany (West) — Politics and government — 1945-1990. 4. Democracy — Germany
(West) — History. L. Title.
HV6433.G3R68 2012
363.3250943'09045-dc23 2012006483

ISBN 978-1-107-01737-5 Hardback
Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs

for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication and does
not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107017375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01737-5 - Terror and Democracy in West Germany
Karrin Hanshew

Frontmatter
More information
Contents
Acknowledgments page vii
List of Abbreviations ix
Introduction 1
Prologue 18
1 Democracy Made Militant: The Federal Republic of Germany 34
2 Disobedient Germans: Resistance and the
Extraparliamentary Left 68
3 “Mister Computer” and the Search for Internal Security 110
4 The Security State, New Social Movements, and the Duty
to Resist 152
5 The German Autumn, 1977 192
Civility, German Identity, and the End of the Postwar 236
Select Bibliography 263
Index 277
v

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107017375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

CAMBRIDGE

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01737-5 - Terror and Democracy in West Germany
Karrin Hanshew

Frontmatter

More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107017375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01737-5 - Terror and Democracy in West Germany
Karrin Hanshew

Frontmatter

More information

Acknowledgments

With the publication of this book I am grateful to repay, in some small way,
those whose faith and goodwill helped to bring it about. Of the many I would
thank, it seems fitting to start with Bob Nichols, Dolores Peters, and Eric Weitz,
who first opened up to me the idea of pursuing history as a profession and
in many ways set the standard for scholarship and teaching I seek to achieve
today. I owe a tremendous debt to Michael Geyer, Andreas Glaeser, Leora
Auslander, John Boyer, and Ron Suny, as well as to the larger community of
scholars, friends, and colleagues I came to live and work with at the University
of Chicago. I can honestly say that I moved to Chicago for the minds, but
stayed for the people. Living in Berlin, I met many brilliant young historians,
several of whom — despite or because of life’s many dramas — I am happy to
call friends as well as colleagues. I thank the German Studies Association for
facilitating our annual reunions. More recently, I am lucky to have started
life as an assistant professor with a fabulous cohort of junior faculty and in a
department that believes rigorous scholarship does not preclude humaneness. I
extend particular thanks to Leslie Moch and Lewis Siegelbaum for their guid-
ance, critical feedback, and cherished friendship. It is less important that we
solve the world’s problems than that we continue to try — and doing so over a
good bottle of wine doesn’t hurt.

Over the years I have presented portions of this work at conferences and
workshops on both sides of the Atlantic where I benefited from the comments
and challenges offered by Jeremy Varon, Dagmar Herzog, Belinda Davis, Detlef
Siegfried, Axel Schildt, Philipp Gassert, Jacco Pekelder, Jeremi Suri, Paul Steege,
Larry Frohman, Ken Ledford, Frank Biess, Jonathan Sperber, and countless
others. Thanks as well to K. D. Wolff, Oskar Negt, Daniel Cohn-Bendit, and
especially Konrad Schacht for being willing interview partners. I owe a par-
ticular debt of gratitude to Wolfgang Kraushaar for taking time to meet with
a rather green graduate student who — ten years ago — had no idea what she
had gotten herself into by taking up the question of violence in 1970s West
Germany. My sincere thanks, too, to Konrad Jarausch for pushing me early on

vii

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107017375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01737-5 - Terror and Democracy in West Germany
Karrin Hanshew

Frontmatter

More information

viil Acknowledgments

to grapple with the entire “left space” that lies at the heart of this book. And
the book would not be as it is today were it not for all my anonymous readers,
most particularly the two who read the initial manuscript in its entirety and
with such care. Their comments and suggestions undoubtedly sharpened the
argument and — by pushing me to go that extra distance — improved the over-
all quality of the book. Whatever foibles, flaws, and faux pas remain are most
certainly mine.

The financial generosity of several institutions made my research possible
and granted me invaluable time to write. I thank the Social Science Research
Council — Berlin Program for German and European Studies, the United States
Institute of Peace, and Michigan State University for their generous — and vital —
support of this project. I am similarly beholden to the archivists and scholars
who helped me make my way through personal papers, new and sometimes
unordered archival collections, and closely guarded government documents.
My particular thanks to Christoph Stamm of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung;
Reinhard Schwarz at Hamburg’s Institute for Social History; Kerstin Schenke
at the Koblenz Bundesarchiv; and Mieke Ijzermans, Axel Diederich, and Eef
Vermeij, who introduced me to the treasures held by the International Institute
for Social History in Amsterdam. And my heartfelt thanks to Cambridge
University Press, first for taking on my manuscript and, then, for helping trans-
form it into the present book. I am especially grateful to Eric Crahan and
Abigail Zorbaugh, my navigators through the unfamiliar world of publishing.

Finally, I am humbled to acknowledge the love and support of my par-
ents, Terry and Jill; my grandparents, Dale, Melba, Harold, and Lois; and my
brother, Ken, as well as his wife, Gosia, and their two lovely girls. In many ways
this is a book about foundations and I am aware of how lucky I am never to
have doubted the stability of mine. This includes the friendship of several dear
and persistent individuals, whom I may neglect to call and rarely find time to
visit but always cherish. There is only one person, however, who truly knows
the intellectual and emotional journey that is this book. Though there are not
books enough to express my gratitude or my love, I dedicate this one to Sean,
for believing in me and making me a better person and scholar as a result.

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107017375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-01737-5 - Terror and Democracy in West Germany

Karrin Hanshew

Frontmatter
More information
Abbreviations
APO Extraparliamentary Opposition
AStA Student Government
BBU Federal Association of Citizens’ Initiatives for Environmental
Protection
BfV Federal Office for the Protection of the Constitution
BGS Federal Border Guard
BKA Federal Criminal Office
BMI Federal Ministry of Interior
BM]J Federal Ministry of Justice
BND Federal Intelligence Agency
BPB Federal Office for Political Education
BUU Lower Elbe Environmental Protection Citizens’ Initiative
CDU Christian Democratic Union
CSu Christian Social Union
FBI U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation
FDP Liberal Democratic Party
FRG Federal Republic of Germany
GDR German Democratic Republic
GG Basic Law
IRA Irish Republican Army
KBW West German Communist League
KPD German Communist Party
MIS East German Ministry for State Security
NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization
PFLP Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
RAF Red Army Faction
RC Republican Club
RZ Red Cells

X

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107017375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press

978-1-107-01737-5 - Terror and Democracy in West Germany

Karrin Hanshew

Frontmatter

More information
X
SA Nazi Stormtroopers
SDS German Socialist Student League
SED East German Socialist Unity Party
SHB Social Democratic Student Association
SPD Social Democratic Party

List of Abbreviations

© in this web service Cambridge University Press

www.cambridge.org



http://www.cambridge.org/9781107017375
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org

	http://www: 
	cambridge: 
	org: 


	9781107017375: 


