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This collection of essays explores the impact that nationalism, capitalism, and
socialism had on economics during the first half of the twentieth century. Focus-
ing on Central Europe, the contributors examine the role that businesspeople and
enterprises played in Germany’s and Austria’s paths to the catastrophe of Nazism.
Based on new archival research, the essays gathered here ask how the business com-
munity became involved in the political process and describes the consequences
arising from that involvement. Particular attention is given to the responses of
individual businesspeople to changing political circumstances and their efforts to
balance the demands of their consciences with the pursuit of profit.
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