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PREFACE

This volume grew out of my doctoral thesis examining parliamen-
tarian allegiance in Yorkshire during the first civil war. The Hotham
family archive proved to be a particularly rich primary source for this
work, but the prominent role of the Hothams in empowering and then
sabotaging the parliamentary war effort demands wider recognition.
It is hoped that publishing their papers will restore the Hothams within
their local context and secure their place in the national narrative of
the outbreak of civil war. Highlighting the Hothams’ kinship networks,
their military resources, and their place within the parliamentarian
coalition, this project combines all of their known papers, scattered
across numerous archives, into one accessible volume. At the core of
their family archive at Hull are the papers for Sir John Hotham’s
defence at his trial. Many of these are copies of the original letters,
held by the Bodleian Library, that appear to have formed the papers
for his prosecution. The neat handwriting of both Hothams has aided
transcription but several of the trial papers in the family archive are
frustratingly damaged and fragmented. Painstaking effort has been
made with the palacography but the full meaning of several items
remains obscure.

I would like to thank Stephen Roberts for encouraging me in
this project and for suggesting the Royal Historical Society as its
publisher. I am also indebted to him and the History of Parliament
Trust for copies of David Scott’s entries on Sir John Hotham and
John Hotham, which have proved very helpful. I would like to thank
Tan Archer, the series editor, for his helpful advice, as well as Hester
Higton and Gwenda Edwards. I am most grateful to Amanda Capern
and Glenn Burgess of the University of Hull for their hospitality and
encouragement, in addition to all their kind interest and support
for this project. It was through Dr Capern’s guidance when I was a
postgraduate at the University of York that I first realized the potential
of the Hothams for a collection of this nature. Barbara English, Helen
Good, and Jason Peacey have all provided stimulating discussion of
the Hothams. Professor English guided me on a visit to Scorborough
and South Dalton, and Ms Good has been helpful with difficult parts
of the palaecography. I am indebted to the archival staff at the British
Library, the Bodleian Library, the Hull History Centre, and The
National Archives, and for the permission of these institutions to
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viil PREFACE

publish transcriptions of their material relating to the Hothams. I am
particularly grateful to Judy Burg and Kate Boyce, archivists of the
University of Hull, who have been extremely helpful in arranging
access to the family collection at the difficult time when the university
archive was being transferred to the new Hull History Centre. I am
thankful to Evelyn Cornell at the University of Leicester’s library
for access to the Fairclough Collection of portrait prints, and also to
Harry Buglass of the University of Birmingham for illustrating the
Hotham family tree and for the map of the East Riding. I would like
to thank the University of Leicester’s ‘new blood’ lectureship scheme
for allowing me the relief from teaching and the travel expenses to
complete this work. None of this would have been possible without the
kind permission of Henry Durand Hotham, 8th Lord Hotham, and
his son, the Hon. William Beaumont Hotham, the current owners of
the Hotham papers.

Andrew Hopper
Marc Fitch House
Easter, 2010
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