Cambridge University Press & Assessment
978-1-107-01629-3 — Educations in Ethnic Violence
Matthew Lange

Frontmatter

More Information

Educations in Ethnic Violence

In Educations in Ethnic Violence, Matthew Lange explores the effects
education has on ethnic violence. Lange contradicts the widely held
belief that education promotes peace and tolerance. Rather, Lange finds
that education commonly contributes to aggression, especially in envi-
ronments with ethnic divisions, limited resources, and ineffective polit-
ical institutions. He describes four ways in which organized learning
spurs ethnic conflicts. Socialization in school shapes students’ identities
and the norms governing intercommunal relations. Education can also
increase students’ frustration and aggression when their expectations
are not met. Sometimes, the competitive atmosphere gives students an
incentive to participate in violence. Finally, education provides students
with superior abilities to mobilize violent ethnic movements. Lange
employs a cross-national statistical analysis with case studies of Sri
Lanka, Cyprus, the Palestinian territories, India, sub-Saharan Africa,
Canada, and Germany.

Matthew Lange is Associate Professor of sociology at McGill Univer-
sity. He is the author of Lineages of Despotism and Development
(2009) and coeditor of States and Development (2005) and Oxford
Handbook on the Transformation of States (forthcoming).
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This project began as a study of the impact of colonialism on ethnic vio-
lence. During the course of my research, I began to accumulate diverse
evidence suggesting that colonial education contributed to ethnic vio-
lence in different ways in different places. Because colonialism is popu-
larly viewed as something that negatively affects diverse types of social
relations, such findings were hardly unexpected. As I looked into the
issue further, however, I found evidence that this educational effect is not
limited to the colonial situation, a finding that is a bit more surprising.

In the end, I chose to drop my focus on colonialism and explore how
education affects ethnic violence, and Educations in Ethnic Violence is the
outcome of this switch. Two main factors pushed me to make the change.
First, there is already a large literature on how colonialism affected eth-
nic relations, and my analysis was not uncovering anything exciting and
new. Second, I believe that the social world is extremely complex and that
this complexity makes Manichean categories of good and evil irrelevant.
Yet, the literature on development commonly depicts education as uni-
versally beneficial and desirable. According to the World Bank (2011),
for example:

Investment in education benefits the individual, society, and the world as a whole.
Broad-based education of good quality is among the most powerful instruments
known to reduce poverty and inequality. With proven benefits for personal health,
it also strengthens nations’ economic health by laying the foundation for sustained
economic growth. For individuals and nations, it is key to creating, applying,
and spreading knowledge — and thus to the development of dynamic, globally
competitive economies. And it is fundamental for the construction of democratic
societies.
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Given my background as a sociologist and the much more critical view
of education in the sociology of education, such claims appeared to me
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there was another darker side to the educational coin.
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