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Human rights are considered one of the big thoughts of the early
twenty-first century. This book presents in an authoritative and
readable form the variety of platforms on which human rights law is
practised today, reflecting also on the dynamic inter-relationships that
exist between these various levels. The collection has a critical edge.
The chapters engage with how human rights law has developed in its
various subfields, what (if anything) has been achieved and at what cost,
in terms of expected or unexpected side-effects. The authors pass
judgment about the consistency, efficacy and success of human
rights law (set against the standards of the field itself or other external
goals). Written by world-class academics, this Companion will be
essential reading for students and scholars of human rights law.

Conor Gearty is Professor of Human Rights Law at the London School of
Economics and Political Science. He is a specialist in European and UK
human rights law, as well as in terrorism law and civil liberties, on each of
which subjects he has written extensively. He is also a barrister and a
foundingmember ofMatrix Chambers fromwhere he continues to practise.

Costas Douzinas is Professor of Law and Director of the Birkbeck
Institute for the Humanities. In his many books, and the talks he has
given around the world, he has developed a position on human rights
that seeks to retain the radical and emancipatory power of the term and
practice without however accepting the arid and self-interested
arguments of the powerful (of both the scholarly and political variety).
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Preface

This study was planned and brought to fruition over the past couple of
years. It has been the source of many thoroughly enjoyable excuses for
conversation between the two of us, and also provided the platform for a
quite extraordinarily energetic and creative conference at Birkbeck College
in London in November 2011. Our idea for the conference was to bring
together not only the contributors to this volume but also to a sister volume
that we are editing. The result was a four-day event marked by papers that
combined strong interdisciplinary engagements with fascinating multidis-
ciplinary styles. Like blindfolded wine tasters we played the game of telling
discipline from style without checking first who the speaker was and we
were not often wrong – our lawyers, a good proportion of this volume’s
contributors, did not let us down, demonstrating that good lawyers can
always engage with the world outside without sacrificing the analytical
strengths that have made them excellent in their own field in the first place.

Human rights law has migrated from a little-known corner of interna-
tional law to the whole of law and to the entirety of social relations. To
collate a compendium on human rights law is an impossible task. A com-
pendium is a ‘shortcut across amountain’ and by extension a shortening, an
abridgment, an abbreviation. Can such heavy concepts as those entailed in
human rights law be shortened or abridged? A compendium must be a
shortcut to the most weighty matter, to gains saved over centuries. Can
there be a shortcut for human rights law? In this sense, we freely acknowl-
edge that the present collection is caught in a paradox that can be resolved
only partially. We have done our best in the selection of contributors to
capture the international nature of our subject and the vibrancy of current
debates within it. Of course we would have liked an even wider range of
writers, from more places and different backgrounds, but the demands of
space precluded this.

We are grateful to the Leverhulme Trust for funding the conference, the
Birkbeck Law School, the LSE Department of Law and the Birkbeck Institute
for the Humanities for their support in hosting the conference and to
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Cambridge University Press for generously sponsoring the conference
reception. We are also particularly grateful to Valerie Kelley for her efficient
and elegant organisation of the event and to Julia Eisner for her support.
And finally we are immensely grateful to our editor at the Press Sinéad
Moloney for having conceived the idea of this book and, having approached
us to write it, given us her full support throughout the editing process.

Costas Douzinas and Conor Gearty

viii Preface
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Professor at the School of Law at the University of Porto, Portugal and at the
Law Faculty at the University of Pretoria, South Africa.

Chris Himsworth has been teaching and researching in public law at the
University of Edinburgh since the mid 1970s. Latterly he has been Professor of
Administrative Law and is now Emeritus Professor at the University. He has
written widely in the fields of administrative law, local government, devolution
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government and inter-governmental relationships within the UK.
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Manfred Nowak is Professor of International Law and Human Rights and
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Gerd Oberleitner is Senior Lecturer at the Institute of International Law and
International Relations at the University of Graz, Austria. He was Lecturer in
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European Inter-University Centre in Venice and the Université du Québec à
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She specialises in international human rights law and global economic justice
and has consulted and published widely on the topic. Recent publications
include Global Responsibility for Human Rights: World Poverty and the
Development of International Law (2007) and ‘Deprivation, Causation, and the
Law of International Cooperation’, in M. Langford et al. (eds.), Global Justice,
State Duties (2012).

Martin Scheinin is Professor of Public International Law at the European
University Institute in Florence, Italy. In 2005–11 he served as the first UN
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Gerry Simpson holds the Sir Kenneth Bailey Chair of Law at Melbourne Law
School. He is a Visiting Professor of Public International Law at the London
School of Economics and Political Science and Open Society Fellow at the State
University of Tbilisi in Georgia. His latest book, The Margins of International
Law, will be published in 2012.
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ACESCR American Convention on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
ACHR American Convention on Human Rights
APC African, Pacific and Caribbean
ART assisted reproductive technology
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations
ASP Acts of the Scottish Parliament
BIT Bilateral Investment Treaty
CAT Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or

Degrading Treatment or Punishment
CCPR Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination

against Women
CERD International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of

Racial Discrimination
CHM common heritage of mankind
CIDT cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
CPT European Committee for the Prevention of Torture
CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child
CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
CRT Convention on the Rights of the Child
CSW Commission on the Status of Women
CTITF Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force
DRC Democratic Republic of the Congo
DRD Declaration on the Right to Development
ECHR European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental

Freedoms
ECJ European Court of Justice
ECOSOC Economic and Social Council
ECtHR European Court of Human Rights
GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
HRA Human Rights Act (UK)
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IACHR Inter-American Court on Human Rights
ICC International Criminal Court
ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights
ICISS International Commission on Intervention and State

Sovereignty
ICJ International Court of Justice
ICTR International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda
ICTY International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
IIA International Investment Agreement
ILO International Labor Organization
INTERFET International Force for East Timor
JCPC Judicial Committee of the Privy Council
MP Member of Parliament (Westminster)
MSP Member of the Scottish Parliament
NATO North American Treaty Organisation
NGO non-governmental organisation
NIEO New International Economic Order
NIO New Informational Order
NPM national preventive mechanism
OAS Organisation of African States
OAS Organization of American States
OAU Organisation of African Unity
OECD Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
OHCHR Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights
OPCAT Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
PPP purchasing power parity
PSNR principle of permanent sovereignty over natural resources
PTSD post-traumatic stress disorder
R2P responsibility to protect
SHRC Scottish Human Rights Commission
SNP Scottish National Party
TNC transnational corporation
UDHR Universal Declaration of Human Rights
UN United Nations
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UNCAT UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment

UNCLOS UN Convention on the Law of the Sea
UNDP UN Development Programme
UNHCR UN High Commissioner for Refugees
UPR Universal Periodic Review
WARM World Association for Reproductive Medicine
WTO World Trade Organization
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